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FOR 


[The Ade. of- chal 
To a Diſtreſſed Mother, bewailing | 
the Death of her Dear and On ay +: 
Son. EY 


WHEREIN ah | 

1 The Boundaries of Sorrow are'd uly: | 

fixed, Excelles reſtrained, the Come} 

mon Pleas an{wered, and divers Ru wt. 7 

1} for the Support of God's AMli ted; } 
| Ones 5 preſcribed. 7% 


By F. F. Preacher of he. 1 of: 
Chriſt at Dartmouth in Devon.; gs 


: 
xy; 


» "Oy 38 Ad 90s, amo{ynanerys' Go . a I - : 


Tranſiuere patrex, ſimul hic tranſi us Omnee.; 
In celo patriam, qui bene nous ha ” EDS, 


| 1- ON D © N, Printed for Thi i 
he "6h and Three Crowne, JU &f Seap fog 2 
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To his dearly beloved Bro 
ther and Siſter, Mr. To el 
',and Mrs. E. C. the Aw; 
thor wiſheth Grace, Mery | 

” and Peace. © 
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Dear Friends, 


"H E denble Tye of Nature and Git _ 
' befide the many endearing Paſſages EY 
for ſo many Tears have lonked ws - > 
Our. A fect 1071s /o intimately, > £4 :not- but i FEE 4 
; Tible. arid make ne} fr very - afftiitie; 


Eo ©V bo 


> 5 OS SE ns ee 
* #7 A EK 


ke Epiftle Dedicatory.. 


# which a befath you, half mine. 7 find it ih 
with our AﬀetFions, as with the ſtrings of ff 
£ car Inſtruments exactly [et at the ſame Teight, 5 tþ 
; ine be toucheR,  :he other trembles, though it bel 
© at ſome diſtance. 


Z Our Aﬀections are one," and (o in a gre f 
þaeneaſhrre have been our Aflictions alſo. You cane 
3 - not forget that in the Years lately paſt, the Ap! 
- mighty Viſited my Tabernacle with the Rod, an 
NJ 3 one Year, cut off from jt the Root, and th 
Branch, the tender Mother, and the only Son 
b Pbae rheeffetts of thoſe Strokes, or rather of n 
= OW? unmortified Pa flions were, 1 bave feltfhi 
FE RE "you and others have heard. Surely 
-was a_Eullock unaccuſtomed to the Yoal 
© 3 F #nay ſay. with them, Lam. J- 19, 20 
b: Remembiing mine affliction and my 
TW ry, the wormwood and the gall, my fa df 
{i 1them fill in remembrance, and is hun4- 


z 'T dave not-ſay that ever 1 felt my Heap 

E” - diſcententedly riſmag and ſoelling exuinf 6 Godſys 7 

30, 17 fm "ill juſt ifie him, when 1 "i 

 febly. ſomnarted by his Hand: If be b 

" "ord. 3 | anto. .@ Sea of Sorrow., yet "FI conÞþart 

ks 5.0 all that Sea of Sorrow, - there is Mime: 
aber of Injuſt ce: But it was the. over -bigh bes 


+ >» 


- Sa 


: "The Epiſtle 1 Dedicatory 


ng, and over-atting of my fond —_ un 
$/ed Aﬀetions and Paſſions that made. [o roy 
preſſions upon my Body, and caſt me unaer the 
be Diſtempers which ſon imbittered all ' my re 
aining Comforts to me. 

It was my earneſ# Deſire ſo ſoon 6 as 1 ar 
Frength and Opportunity for (o great @ Four- | 
ey, to vifit you ; that /o (if the Lord han. 
pleas'd) 1 might both refreſh, and be refreſhed : 

by. you, after all my ſad and diſconſolate Days. 
And you cannot imagine what Content - and" 
Pleaſure 1 projeffed in that Viſit ! but it pre- -; ? 
ed to us (as all other Comforts of the ſame 
end ordinarily do) more in EPI of _ 
han in Fruition : For how ſoon after auvSjoye-* 

WW] Meeting and Embraces, did the Lord © 
i ng and darken our Day, by Ct HEE 
0. your Tabernacle, to take away the- Deine 
ot your Eyes with a Stroak!” to crop. 
har ſweet and only Bud from 2which we: promp- 
ed cur ſelves ſo much Comfort. But :#. more 
7 that, 1 fear I am gone too far already. -* * 
z0dſs n0t my Deſs 70n to exaſperate your Troubles, ha} I 
"jo beal them ; and for that prrpoſe- have I wn. 
cs rhe/e Papers, which 1 bope. maybe . of: ulg:: 
orb to you and many ethers 17 our Conditioz Ks 
Wonce they are the 4 ifter-Fruits-of PEO mT F, Ke 
belles ; T hings. that 7 commended. . or (70 52 


ſ . 
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L fret ancther Hand, but which Thawve ( in (0 
3 * ani ure) proved and taſted m my 01 FTryaly 


> Brut I will not hold you longer here. T 5av 
E .orly a few Things to defire fer and Wy from ou, 


bn "87d 1phave done. 


A . Sa o 


* The Things I deſire, are 


K- Firſt, That you will net be too bafty fo of . 
= eff the oak which God hath put upon youſſ 
= Neck.” Remember when your Child was in thi 
| "Fomb, neither of you defired it frould be det 
"IJ >. of thence, till God's appointed time wal 
3 wlly came ; and now that you travail agai 
-« 9b Sorrcw for its death, O deſire nt to h 
- E: F lroored from your Sorrows tile moment be 
*Y "fore God's time for your deliverance be fully con 
| Þ 2} _ 'Let Patience have its perfect Wirk 
- "thay Co "of which comes in, God's 'way a 


—_— * wt. oi. £. . 0 co 4 ac 


Secondly, T deſire, that bough you 7 " 
SL \ Our <ffetions had a ſad Meeting, yer # A 
= and they 71a) ' have 4a comfortable” Para 

"If thty affect that upon your Hearts w je 
God Jem n"- "then for, I dc whe not - but; 


.. 
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will give them a fair Tefimony = np 


ral; WY * | "0 
oof If rhey obtain God's Bleſſing upen thew 3 E 
You, their Operation, ſurely they will hawve - 


Bleſſing too at their Valedition. And what: 
you entertained with Fear , you will ii +: 
with Praiſe. How ſweet is it to bes 
' the afflifed Soul ſay, when God is loofin 
gay Hands, It's good for me that I have been: 
uy Amiacd : BY 


thi 
72 | ._ 1 beartily wiſh, chat theſe Jackef 
will. ing Afﬀtictions may make the mfp fati rings” 


WW re Far that you-may n0w ſee more; 
> b& evil of Sin, the wanity of the Creatir, 
hh the fulneſs of Chriſt, than ever 900-7 
ſaw. Afiietions are Searchers, and | 
rf Soul upon: ſearching and trying its ways, Tama, Ch 

= 14. When our Sin finds us out by Aﬀ icfton, _ 
jy happy are we, if by, the light of Afﬀittia + 

find out Sin. Bleſſed is the Man whom God 

chaffemeth, and teacheth out ' bis ' La _ | 
Pſal, 94- 12. There are unſeen Canſer/m LY 
38 fires of | our Troubles; you bave an. i a 
jap 7 to ſift out the Seeds and Princip W's 


hich ib ring: 


Founthy, Fi wiſh hes all the Love and Dt: 
you beſtowed upon your little One, may 
p be Placed to your greater Advantage upon 
| "og ; and that the Stream of your Af. 
op to him may be ſo much the ſtronger, as 
E "are 02 fewer Chanels for it to be dis 
9h ad imo.” If God will not have any part of 
= Fen fo lye' in Children, then tet it 
- hoth ye 'in himſelf. If the Fealouſs ze of the 
- Lord hath remcved that which drew away to 
; much of yeur ' Heart from him, and hath ſpoken 
by this Rod, 'faying, Stand- aſide, Child, or: 
art th:my way, and filleſt more room in 
ff Parents Hearts than belongs to thee 
F bet" deliver up all to him, and ſay, Lord, 
| cok ther hole Heart intirely and undividedly ti 
2 fff Henceforth let there be no parting, 
= frerins.'or dividing of the Aﬀetiions betwixt 
q God Od theCrearure, Iet all the Streams mee 
ard remree. in thee only. 
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""Fifhly, , That y0u may be ſftrengthned ith 
- etl might'in the Inner-Man to all Patience, .tha 

þ \Bence . of--God my; 4 ep your Hearts and 
Edie a3 Labour to bring your Hearts to uf © 
neck ſubmiſſion to the Rod of your Fathepl © 
ad Fathers of the Fleſh who cory 5 


-P._ 


The © Epiftle Þ Dec elicarpty. - "q 


ed. us, and we gave them ' Reyerencs 
| ſhall we nor much more_be in. ſubjeQia 
x. to the Father of Spirits and le? 
if comely for Children to conteſt and — 

'W their Father or is ut the way to be Tn os his, 
i. from the , oak from frugling under it! O #4 Jat q 
off 1947 Hearts might be in a like frame. dA is 
that ſaid, Lord, thou ſhalt beat and 1 '% 
hb. bear. If was a good Obſervation that ont may 
Anima ſedendo 8& quieſcendo fit fapi ions. © 


> The Soul grows wiſe by ſitting (Fill x quiet, 
ou #724er the Rod, And the Apoſtle calls thoſe ex _ 
nl cellent Fruits which the . gather from them ? 


x ſan&ified Afiictions, The peaceable Fruits 0l 9 ye 
ed Righteouſneſs, Heb, - WE : "52M 


Laſtly, A4y Heart's Deſire and Pra 
"ll io God x for you is, that . you may ye 
daily to all coifible Enjoyments, and . by | 


M theſe frequent Converſes with: Death. n your © 
Family, you may be prepared for your 01 
ph Change and Diſfolution when it (ball come. _— e: 


6% 
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" ©, Friends! How many Graves beve _ 
if and. I ſeen. apened for our dear-. Reldtie - 
7a - How ofr hath Death come up into 90; Bn Fg u; Pos : - 

'Þ :dows ,, _ ſummoned. the Dries 


al: Fg ? Þ is bus 0 dit cable ne 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


to them; we ant they are d finguiſued but 
ſhort Intervals. 


b-- Tranſivere patres, ſimul hinc cranſibi \- 
4 --omnes. 


Our dear Parents are gone, our lovely ani 
| difirable Children are gone, our boſom Relati- 
t that were as our own. Souls are gone-: 
F And do not all theſe Warning-Rnocks at ow 
Doors a0quaint us, that we muſt pre pare to fol- 


3 W177 fhortly. after them! 3 


- - Q: that by theſe Things our. own Death 
IJ 94 ht be both- more eaiſjie and familiar t© 
2 the offner it viſits us, the better wt 
| ont be acquainted* with it 5 ard the more 

our beloved Relations it removes be- 
bore ns, the tefs of either Snare or Is 
f- ' conglemont remains for-us when our Turn cones. + 
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© 'Y dear Friend: ,* my. Fleſh ak 0, 
Þ Blood 1 beſeech you for Religions Sake , for 
; ſar, own Sake, and for. my Sake, hoſe 
 Gomfort- is, 22 great part, bound: up in you 
; - Projp perity s Welfare, = you —_ Jreqwony | 
27.8 eriouſty , and a ele Us 
Shy Fes ſolations E- Diret#i = 


_ 
v# 
2m" 2, 


e Epiſtle Dedicatty. 


ball which in [cre haft, I have 


Uſe; And the Gd of of Ca Confok 
with you. 


* Your moft endeared: | 
Brother, 


£ DE 
Ben? $5 $4. 


. "—- — Fw x 
z : "> OW p "BE" 8 w F 
, YU y - on a LS DENY a te at Ss,” ? p, : . = p 
- gx; WY . = : Ras od SAX $6-ues, Ie; TE q et *. "x 
> es 4 es LM 7 - 54 % ""* 


© ) OK = Pipilp fs aid are to” be Sd 
or \Lho: Parkhurſt , ar! rhe Bible and 
+ Ehite.-Crowns Cheapſi de; near Mer 


| 3 _ C hapel. - 
B. © Body of Pradtical Divinity, tC of a. 


DP, bove 176 Sermons on the leflſer Catechiſm 
E Compoſed by the Reverend Aſſembly of Divines at 
* Weſftminſtcr, with a 5 gn of ſome Sermons on 
b- | ſevchn) Texts of Scripture, by The. Watſon formerly 
> Miniſter of St. Stephens, Walbroek, Printed from his 
own Hand writing, re redmmended by ſeveral Mini- 
2 to Maſters of Families and Others. 
E The Sure Mercies of David; Wherein is con- 
E: peained the ſum and ſubſtance of 'Goſpel-mercies pur- 
chaſed by Chriſt, and promiſed in the Covenant © 
| Grace; together with the ſeveral ways how they 
3 * Rae: to all the Heirs of Promiſe, and hou 
ey; be Tmproyed for the Saints Fort and De 
s . Settlement andFncouragement in ſhaking and 
: Pack fiding Times. By O. Heywood. 
E- ” Cloſer-Prayet, a Chriſtian Dury : or a Treatiſe 
pon Met. 6. 6. By O. Heywood. 
| og Bonds renewed. Being ſome Meditati- 
ns .vpon P/al. 5o. 5. By 0. H. M. A. 
_% zerrreſs for Heaveri, promoted in ſome” brie 
£ fAeditations upon Colof. 1. 12. Diſcovering the Na- 
7 peure and Neceſſity of habitual and a&ual Meetnefſ; 
5 For Heaven here, in all that hope for Heaven here 
=afrer. By Q. H. 
-” The Conf ing Work of Religion : ' or , Its Gr 1 
| "= \ plain, by their Primary Evidences and 
Jer: orftrations. Wherzby the meaneſt in the 


krch may ſoon be made able to render a Solid and + 


at onal  Aeooupt of their Faith. Written by R. Fl ©- 
"* Mut ee of The Sax -th f Fg OS. Not "8 
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And whos the Bot " CY be? 
had Compaſſion on her, and ſaid} 


to her, Weep not. 


3d 4 £ 


O be above the Stroak of Pall : 
ons is-4 Condition equal to Ange 
To- be. 1-4 "State of Sorro W; wo. 
without the Senſe of Sc = W," 
is a Di(p:fition beneath Reefs 5 
but duly to regulate our Sorrows, and be rh. 
our Paſſions under the Rod, ,is. the Wig d on T5; 
Duty, and Excellency of a Chriſtian, 
that is without natural AﬀeRions,- is def SF: 
vedly ranked among the worſt of High 10m, We 
and he that is able rightly. to 4 Ns 
delerves. tro be , pumbred with the beſt -af 
Chriſtians. Though when Gl La Een 

Eu put on the. Dzvine N, 4; vets 

Tek Meck we put "noi 6 "th : 16 1 
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The 'Text opened. 
. Whilſt we are within the reach of Tro 


Þo we. cannot be without. the Dange 
E nor " ought not to be wichout the Fear of Sin 


+ and it is as hard for usto eſcape Sin, bein 
I " In Adverſity, as becalming in Proſperity. 
How apt we are to tranſgreſs the Bound 
FE both of Reaſon and Religion under a ſhan 
|  AfMiction, appears as in moſt Mens Expe 
| rience, ſo in this Woman's Example, t 
whoſe exceflive Sorrow, Chriſt puts a: ſto 
| in the Text: He ſaw her, and had Compalſſi 
3 - On her, and ſaid to her, Weep not. 

2: The Lamentations and Wailings of thi 
E aft | pd Mother, moved the tender Com 
- -paltions of the Lord in beholding chem, anc 
- ftirre more Pity in his Heare for her 


Es Ne be in her Heart for her Deaf 


and Only Son. 
the Words we are to conſider, both 
> Condition of the Woman, and the Co 
"7 of Chriſt, with reſpe& unto it. 
Erſt, The Condition of this EO 
* appears to be very Dolorous and Diſtreſſed; 
I er Groars and Tears moved and melted the 
$ yeryHea of Chrift,to hear and behold them; 
hen. be ſaw her, he had Compaſſion on her. 
' Ho y fad an Hour it was Toi her w 
head ory. AUPEars by what is 


F 
g EA 
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=__ a. 


hel Pm. WD 
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diſtintly remarke by the - Evangeliſt, in 
Ver. 12. Where it is faid, Now - when they 
ame nigh to the Gate of the Ci ity, behold, there.” 
245 a dead Man carried out, the only Sow 1 .* 
his Mother, and fhe was a Widew, and much 
People of the City was with her. 
in this one Verſe, divers —_ 1 
Circumſtances of this Aﬀition are d. 
Firſt, It was the death of 2 
# Son. To bury a Child, a- hs =. wie: 2 
ny Child, muſt needs rend "= bg: 2 
the Heart of a tender Parent; —_— Connie: D 
for what are Children but the - 
f Parent multiplied ?* A Child: is. a part” of. 
the Parent made up in another Skin. - Bur tc d. 
lay a Son in the Grave; A Son which'con-- 


al tinnes the Name,and ſupports theFamily; this. 


was ever accounted a very great ANON 0 on. E 
Secondly, This Son was not cannie 15 

from- the Cradle to. the Coffin,- nor: by es e: 

out Of its Swathing, to be. wrapt: a. = 

Winding-Cloth : Had he died in Inf: wo 2; 

before he had engaged 4fe#ion, or | | 

Expetation » the Afﬀictien: had: not 

o pungent. and cutting,” as: new: i 

{mote this Son ;in the. f 

Prime of. his time. - He was. s. Moni 

- $ nas. ver. 12 @ F a 2 2 


= FF "The Text -—omy 


þ 6s Chriſt calls him )-ver. 14: he was  nowf 
} © *In #doleſcen= arrived *:at. that Age: whichj 
* vis  defunfus made him capable of yielding 
F , Juit, ideo plus his Mother all that Comfort 
E b FS fue-. which had been the Expecta 
Þ quia in flo- 
I 46 ; - tion and Hope of many Years 
| fuir, & cam and the Reward and Fruit , 
grandi labore : of many Cares and Labours: 


ac folicitudine Yer then when the Endear- 
_ parentum ad i- 


\ 
Hom etatem ments were greateſt, and herfff \ 
. perduftus. Hopes higheſt, even in. theſſſ | 

1 


By A. 


Dion. Cath. in flower of his Age, he is Cut 
þ oc, off 
Thus--Bafi/ bewailed the Death- of his Son: 
4 Filius- mihi erat TI once had a Son 
Bias adoleſcens, ſolus vi- who was a young 
; oh tz ſucceſlor, folati- Man, My only SUE 
| --um ſeneftz, . gloria ceſſor, the Solace of | 
ris, flos &quali- . my Age, the Glory offi 
um, fulcrum domus, © his Kind, the; Prog | 
« xtatem . gratiofifli- of »2y Family, arri 
-<mam agebat : hic rap- ved to the endearing 
| f@ tus periit, qui paulo Age; then was be 
| if ance; Jucundam!.vo- . ſmatcht from me by 
> ;E:pem: odebat,” 8&::ju- 3 Death,: whoſe ove) 
-.cogiffimum ſpeda- Voice but a little be- 
"3s o lie \ parents Cu-" fore :I\ heard, 2who 
" 2? | is 'E 9 c | lately Was a leſan 
to bis Pare. | Reader,, \ 


AT 
7 = © 


, _— 


"The Texe opened. 


Reader, if this have been thine own f: _ | 
8 dition; as it hath been his that writes. Its. 2 
need ſay #6 more to: convince thee, that 1-2 
was a ſorrowful State indeed Chriſt mer this 3 
8 tender Mother in. "I 


Thirdly, And which is yet 
more, he wasnot only a Son, 
but an Only Son : So you find 


in, Ver. I2. He was the only 


Son of his Mother, One in 
whom all her Hopes and Com- 
forts of that kind were bound 
up. For, 

Ommis in Aſeanio ſtat chari 
cura Parentis. All her Aﬀe- 


&ions were contracted into | this one Ohs | 


If we have never fo many Child ny 4 


je. 
we know not which of them 


to ſpare. If they ftand- like 


Olve Plants about our Ta- 


ble, it would grieve us to ſee 


the leaſt Twigg amonglt 
them broken down. But ſure- 
ly the Death of oze out of ma- 


»y, is much more tolerable, than of all in's 
Hence it's noted in Scripture as:the gre X 

eſt--of Earthly Sorrows , Fer. 6. 

a of my People, oy thee with 


——_ 


. UNICHS fuiſſer j3.q 


ut 


Mortem Ievius 3 
toleraret, fi nom 7 


þ alter qui par Þ 
rents dolorem, 
leniret ſuperfus + 


iſet. Ambroſf; 


\ A 
: 


Virgil. - 


Sd 

"2 

- $. 

” ” Z-*g 
o . {4 ky” af 


Nihil: Pr 
KRICO Page fie; 
dolor de -morte-- 
ipſitls incenfi- | ; 


TR 
ep 


_ eforb, and wallow thy ſelf in aſhes. Make vhee 


& Adfourning as for an onely Son, moſt. bitter 
” Lamentation. Yea, ſodeep, and penetrating 
- i this grief, that the Holy Ghoſt borrows it" 
> to expreſs the deepeſt ſpiritual troubles by ir. 
: Zech. 12. 10. They ſhall mourn for chum , 
} (namely Chriſt whom they pierced) as one 
 mourneth for an only Son 

” Duplici nomine Fourthly, And yet to height- 
| #charifimusfuit, enthe affliction, it is ſuper-ad- 
3 Tum quod efſet ded, verſe 12.And ſhe was a Wi- 
= OY ofie hole. dow. -S0 that the Staff of her 
5 | | '& qu af age, on whom ſhe leaned, was 
baculus .viduz> broken: ſhe had now none 
- pats ipſius. left ro comfort or affiſt her 
| FiE,inloc. 5, her helple , comfortleſs 
- State-of Widowhood ; which is a condi- 
+. tion not only yoid of comfort, but expoſed 
; to:Opprefiion and Contempt. | 
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i” Yet and being a Widow, the whole 
burden lay. upon her alone; ſhe had not 
- an -Husband to comfort her , AS Elkana 
did Hannah in 1 Sam- 1. 8. Why weepeſt 
thou, and why is thy heart prieved ? am ;not 
 Emore to thee than ten Sons ? This would 
Enave:been a great relief ; but her Husband 
Expas dead as well as her. Son: both gone , 
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| The Text opened. _Þ 
thoſe comforts that once ſhe had, Her cals* 
mitie; came not ſingle, but one after anothieng? 
my ECUITIOY and aggravaung, the: 1 ne. 
mer.” This was her caſe and condition wi 


the Ford met-her. STE. 
| | Secondly _ -* HOT -S conſider” the- Connſel : 


which Chriſt gives her, withreſpe& to this? 
hez ſad and ſorrowful caſe. And, when the 2 
Lord [aw her, he had compaſſicns on her, and ſaid”: 
unto ber, Weep not. Relieving and Supporting”: 
word; z; wherein we ſhall conſider, Y 


: Occaſion. ; 
The ) Morve. " OW ..- 

| : CCounſel it lf. _ 7 
Firſt, The occaſion of it, and 'that was? 
his ſeeing of her. This Meeting at 
Gate of the City, how Accidental "and 
Occaſional ſoever it feems ,- yet-'without 
doubt it. was providentially ſaited- te';ehh 


Fate: d ©y 0 y 
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Work intended to be wrought:. The Eye 

o . . 4 * =_— 
of his Omniſcience foreſaw-her', and this: 
Meeting was by him deſigned, as'an : Jos 
calion of that famous Miracte which 
wrought upon the yourg' Man, 'Ohil 
hath a quick Eye to diſcern Poor Mou 
ning : and Diſconſolate” Creatures: * -Ath 
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though he be now in Heaven ; and! Rand 
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out of our ſight, ſo that we ſee him not ; yet 
© heſees us ; and his Eye (which is upon all 
z our troubles) ſtill affects his heart, and moves 
his Bowels for us... X 


4 


Secondly, The Motive ſtirring him up 
= to give this relieving and comfortable 
E Counſel to her, was his 'own Compaſſion. 
one neither expeRted. nor defired ic from 


had Af ws jad + A, 
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EC him ; but fo full of tender pity was the 
| Eord towards her, that he prevents her 
E with unexpedted Conſolation : Her Heart 
Was nothing, ſo. full of compaſſion for her 
- SON, as Chriſt was for her : He bore our infir- 
E miaties, .even Natural as well as Moral ones, in 
: ays of his fleſh ; and though he be now 


+ the d 
-exaled to the higheſt Glory,yet ſtill he conti- 
Bugs as merciful as ever,and as apt tobe touch- 


*: 


| ed with the ſenſe of our Miſeries, Heb. 4. 15. 
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| + Laftly, The -Counſel ir ſelf, Weep mot , 
| herein fulfilling. the Office of a-Comforter 
Eto them” that Mourn, whereunto he was 


anointed, 1.16. I, 2, 3. Yet the words 
are not an abſolute prohibition of tears 
and forrow., he doth not condemn all 
-Mouming:..as ſinful, - or all expreflions. of 
Lerief for dead Relations as tincomely:: no, 
> Shrift - would - not have. his People ſtupid 
and inſenſate ; he only prohibits . the ex- 
— ; cefles 
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The Text opewed. 


ceſſes and extravagancies of our forrom 
the dead, that it ſhould not be ſuch. a'N 
es 8 ning for the dead as is found'amon che'l Tex: 

then, who forrow' without Meaſare," bee ws. 
1p | wichout Hope, being ignorantof that gran dire--: 
le ÞÞ lief bytheReſureQionwhichtheGoſpelreveals:? 
». | The ReſureRtion of her Son fromi-the? 
m || dead, is the ground upon which*Chriſt ? 
ie f| builds her conſolation and relief. © "Well 
er | might he ſay , Weep nor, when' he. intetid- } 
rt | ed quickly to remove the cauſe "of bon”. 
zr | tears by reftoring him again to life. |» +++ 3 
[- Now though there be ſomewhat in | 
n || this caſe extraordinary and peculiar: fie? 
w | few or none that carry their gy chi” 
i- | dren to the grave, may expect to! . 
13- | them again from the dead immedi 2th ay 
. || by a ſpecial Reſureion, as ſhe did : +4 fay? 
f, | thisis not to be expected by any that now 
2r | loſe their Relations; the occaſion 'and 
25 | reaſons of ſach* Miraculous ſpecial Refur-- 
is | re&tions being removed , by a ſufficient | 
rs | and full evidence and confirmation of, 


11 | Chris divine power and Godhead : Leh 
of | thoſe that now bury their TY 

), they beſuch as die in-Chriſt, have" as 8 
d ſafficient reaſon to moderate th Sir” 57 _ 


fions, as: this Meurn or had, es 


come within th reach hey »= of this 
- Chriſt's comfortable and ſupporting Counſel, 
=" not; 2s The did ; For do. but conſider 
| Atthat- of ſuppdre- or comfort, can a parti. 
:. cular: and preſent Reſurretion from tlie 
| dead gi we us, more than that itis, and as-it 
S3: Fries, bande] or. pledge of the Ge: 
F neral Reſurredtion | ? Itis-not the rettrnin 
| of *the Sout:to its. Body, 'to live an animal 
| Life:again in this World of Sin and Sorrow, 
* -and ſhortly after to undergo the agonies and 
. pins of of Peath-again, that is in it ſelf any 


iviledge as may afford much comforc 


tothe Perſon raiſed, or his Relations : It is 


"no Privilege to the Perſon raiſed ; . for it re- 
-rurns him. om Reſt to Trouble, from the 
F Harbour back again into the Ocean. Ir is 
"matter. of trouble to many dying Saints, to 
Fon of the likely-hood of their returning 
[Cagain, when they are.got fo nigh to Heaven. 
-Te:was once the caſe of- a Godly Minilter 
er: this Nation, who was much troubled at 
3 keg and ſaid, I am like a Sheep driven 
out of the ſtorm almoſt to the fold, and 
Ether driven back into the ſtorm again :- ora 


( 
( 


o£ 
{ 
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weary Traveller that is come near his home, 


-_ dchen muſt go back to fetch ſomewhat he: 
thaddorgoten: or an Apprentice, whoſe time is 


almoſ ==> my then muſh begin a New 
But 
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But to die, and then return again from 
he dead, hath leſs of Fd, than. TE 
eturn only from ghe . break of the gray 
or the ſick hath. not yet T; the agonies. 
ift ſtruggles or pangs of Death, . but 04 
ave felt them once, and muſt feel them a« -; 
pain 3 they muſt die zwice, before they cam '.* 

de happy once : and beſides during: the els 
ime they ſpend on earth betwixt the firſt and 
econd diflolution, there is a perfet cumgay -: 
orgetfulneſsand infenſibleneGofall thatwhich ; 
hey ſaw or enjoyed iri their Eftate of ow. 
ation: It being neceſſary, both for them _ 

and others, that it ſhould be bes for, for: them. . 
elves ifs neceſſary, that they may be content | 
o live, .and endure the time - 

WÞf Separation from that 78a FE 
dlefſed and ineffable State , = i 
quietly and patiently ; and 1 
or others, that the I may live by faith, and. 
ot by ſenſe, and build upon divine and 
not humane authority and report. -.; 

So that here you ſee; their agonies and 
pangs are doubled, and yet their Life noe 

eetned by any ſenſe of their Happineſs 

which : returns: and remains with. chew _ 3 


dtherefore it can be no fuch 
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= = Andfor their Relations, thongh it be 
= foe” comfort to receive: them' again from 
 (hedead ; yet the conſideration, that.they 
Zae* returned{to them" into! the ſtormy Sea , 
- © Partake of new ſorrows and troubles, from 
+ which they were lately free ; and in a ſhort 
 eme-they muſt part with them again, and 
feet the double ſorrows of a parting pull, 
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{ Which others'feel-but once, ſurely -tuch af 
> particular Reſurrection conſidered in icfelf, f 
3 Fo frch ground” of comfort as at firſt we 
 mipht imagineit'to be. 
bf k "remains - then , - that the ground of 
all folid Comfort and -reliet againſt the ; 
7 ©: death of our _ Relations, 
| Is cofuturere: lyes itn the general .and laſt 
= Jerre#imirils. ReſurreRion , and what is s 
C } oxiay 2” inaparticular one, 'is but asf] 1 
* Calv. in Loc. it Were a i Ox and evi- 
>; . | _ dence of the general.: and} n 
there the" Apoſtle places -onr relief, 1 The/.ſf t 
4+ 17. that: we ſhall ſee-and enjoy them f 
againat the Lord's coming. And ſurely thisY 
| ismore, than if with this Mother (in thef a; 
| Text); we ſhould preſently receive themy of 
- from the dead, as ſhe did her Son : | And (; 
- 5f wejudpe notſo, it is becauſe our hearts} w 
- are carnal,and meaſure things rather by-.time; 
- and-ſenſe, than by Faith and Ecernity. 
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Thus you ſee the Counſel, with . WH a 
ground, which for the moſt part is commany. 
to other Chriſtian mourners; with her; m bs 
a , | difference being but inconſiderable, and af *! 
mY little advantage. oh 
"ef Here then you find many aggravations of - 
nd | Sorrow meeting together : A Son, an one2y 
11, | ly Son, is carrying to the Grave; yet Chriſts::; 
' a | commands the penfive Moerher , hott 7 


Hence we note, 


he] Do@. That Chriſtians - ought * to i 4 
s., | rate their Sorrows for their dead Relations," 
alt | how many affiicting circumſtances and. age" y 
15 gravations ſoever do meer together in thes 63 
-asl Death. 1-2 
viii It is as common with 
nd men , yea, with good men, bly, 
beſ. ſl to exceed in their SOrrows | iter Jun 2 
emy for dead Relations, as it is m_— 
is to exceed in their Loves 23 
theſſ and delights to living Relations ; 4] OEh + 
emY of the one and other, we may ſay as { they” > 
nd} ſay of Waters, It's hard to confine thei. ; 
arts] within their bounds. It is therefore. gra? ve m 
me;f adyice which the Apolllc delay, n- this - 


2, 8. 
or 2 

Pl 
by 


© gle; r Cone 7. 29, : 30. But this I ſay, Bre- 
k oren,” ""rbe tim is ſhort 5 It remaineth, that 
+ borh the ' that have Fives , be as though 
They * ome ;, and” they that weep 3, at, 
# thy wept wot 3 and thoſe that rejcyre , 

they rejoxced mct, As if he had] 


faid', the floating World is 
near -1ts port: God hath 
© contracted the ſails of man's 


* all theſe are time-eaten 


thing 5 , and before the expeRed fruit of theſe 


745.0 


gom ores be ripe, we our ſelves may be rorren. 
# ho thereforean high point of Wiſdom, to 
= Jook-upon things which ſhortly will not be, 
. cif atready they were not, and to behave 
ol Ain the loſs of theſe carnal enjoy- 
- thefts, as the natural man behaves himſclt in 
—theyEof ſpiritual Ordinances: He hears a; 
 WFheheard not, and'we ſhould weep as if we 
hf op! tnot; Their affeRions are a little mov- 
Fa foinctimes by ſpiritual things, but they 
Fg © p bo 7er lay them foto heart, as to be broken- 
He Areec dFor the Sin they hear of, or deep 
A [red F with the glory revealed : We alſo 
T4 os btEto be ſentible of che ſtroke of God up- 


on 
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el eg led & Ind we fd on A. wd wis 


on our dear Reletdails: but yet ftw 
weep, as if we wept not; that i is, - we mult 
Y keep due bounds and moderation ine " SOPs.” 
a: rows, | and not be too deeply concernes oP - 
ce, f theſe dying, ſhort liv'd things, SS. = + J 
ad} -To this purpoſe the Apoſtle exh 
is | Heb. 12. 5, My Son deſpiſe not the.C ns 
ath | ing of the Lord ; neither ole when chow art = 
ns | buked of him. Theſe are two.:& SXtr by 
to ſpiſing, and famting : : whenGod:is 
toþto ſay, T donot regard it, let Godeakns . 
ot, | he will; 1f my eftate muſt go, lee ir PT 5 $4 #4 
ten | my Children die, let them die : this 1 is to\7 
eſe { deſpiſe the Lord's 'chaſtening : and God: ag Þ 
ten, } nor bear it.that we ſhould bear irchus light It ly bo 
to] There 1s alſo another ce S; 
be,ſ| is. Ezinting : if when goods are eakenamayy Þ 
aveſ] the heart be taken away, and when Ghildrear? 
oy-Þ| die, then the Spirit of the Parent 'diesalfoz * 
nf] this is /ei»rivg under the rod. Thou-lamens2 
s az} teſt (ſaith Seneca) thy deceaſed Friends _ 
wel 1 would not have thee grieve beyond-what'# 
ov-Y is meet : "That chou-Jhouldft nor grievear all Wl; 
hey] I dare not require thee 3 Tears may : IC £ = 
en-f| cuſed, if they do nor- exceed: *Let-thing” 
ply Eyes therefore be neither wholly &y, = « 
alſof yet-let them overflow ; Weep a aft; -but: 
WAS thou muſt not. _ * SS 
B 2 
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Man that ftill keeps the golden 
eng X moderation upon his paflions ant 
| alfeRions , - and ſtill keeps 'the poſſeflia 
= of himſelf, whatſoever he loſe the poſlcſia 


- Now the method in which I purpoſe tc 
== ſhall be, 


+ To diſcover the Signs : ? 
2+ To diflwade.. from the ſm In 

3: To rembve' the plea; Lon y bf 
"4 To propoſe the cure d i! 


Firſt, I ſhall -give you the Signs of im 
Gdbrata Sorrow, and ſhew you when iffg 
þ exceeds i s bounds, and becomes ſinful, ever 5 
A Sorrow to be Sorrowed for ;' and for clearſſb 

nefs fake, 1 will-firſt allow what may be a 
: owed to the Chriftian mourner, and theg 
hone will che better diſcern wherein the ex 
"ec and ſinfiiulneſs of' your Sorrow lyes. - 

-- And firſt: How much ſoever we cenſure 
End condemn - immoderate Sorrow,: yer rh 
2 #fflifted muſt be allowed an awakened and te 

; der fenſe.of the Lord's afflicting hand upon the 
F "5 NO vertue to bear what we do not feel: 
©Yea it i5 a-moſt unbecoming temper, not 
_—_— 5 ao whea God is ſmiting. wy 


EIS", 


lenl The Lord ſaith to Moſes, in the caſs'g ; rt 
infriam, Numb. 12. 24. Tf her Father þ, 7 I 
$oYpit in her Face, ſhould ſhe not be aſhamed Sevis / 
Io! Days. The Face is the Table and Seat « 
BBcauty and Honour ; But when it is = 
teflon, it is made the Sink of Shame. - Had her 
own Father ſpit upon her Face when ſhe had 3 
difpleaſed him, would ſhe not have gone a- : 
ide as one aſhamed by ſuch a rebuke, and. 
ot have ſhewed her Face to him again'in 
FSeven Days? How much more ſhould the. 
take it to heart, and beſenſible of this rebuke © 
of mine, who have filled her Face with Le- 
Prous Spots, the ſigns of my diſpleaſure a- 
ainft her ? Surely God will be aſhamed: of 
i LIEN that .are-not aſhamed - when. he res 
Fbukes them. ER. Ws 
ay It is:not agnanmity, Stu cps 
almake light :of : God's Correia wad 4 
this the afflicted are: ſmartly taxed, Jer. F< 
3. 1 have ſmitten them , but the -bood'h "I 
FA or;eved, When God ſmote Fob in his Perfo 1," 
Children, and Eſtate, he aroſe and 'renthis' 
Mantle, and put duftupon his Head; to hew | 
he was not ſenſeleſs.and unaffeaed,; x yet; 
© bleſſed the affliting God), which: EY: in- © 
fly ſhewed he was not Contumacions* _ 
Unſubmiſlive, «} 
D ; 
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El 3 Snady We _ ellos the Mourning af 

fied Soul, a due end comely expreſſion of b# 

” Grief and Sorrow, . in bis complaints both to Gud 

= Aden. 

It's much more becoming a C briſtian 

* -ingenuoufly to. open his Troubles, than ſullen- 

þ 1 to ſmother them. There is no Sin in com- 

- plaining to God, but much Wickednefs in 

= complainin of him. Grick are eaſed by 

E - Groans, and Heart preflures relieved by Ut: 

” terance. This was Dawid's courſe, and con- 

--ftanc way, who was a Man of afflicions , 

3 "Pfal. x42. 2, 3. Ipondred out my complaint be-| 

b  fore-him, Þ ſhewed before him my trouble ; whe 

1 '0y. "Spirit was overwhelmed within me, then 
| thou kneweſt my path. 

Z To whom ſhould Children po, but to their 

. Father to make their moan ? Whence may 

| hey expect reliet and comfort but from hint 

- The 102 Pfalni isrintituled, A Pſalm for the 

+ Aﬀfifted, when be. isoverw dolned, and poureth 

Tut bis complaint befare the Lord. 

; "And Happy were it, if every afflied 

= | Sou would chuſe chis way-to expreſs his 

© DOcEev's: Did-we complain more to God, 

wool -complain:lefs” "of - us, - and 

abate the mattors/ of our .com- 

.- Oyou. cannot think how a” 

owl 
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how melting, Ti prevailing. it is 
God, when his Poor Burdened and AﬀM 
) God People, in a Day of diftref anddeſpo 
cy, when Deep calleth unto egy 
ſtiand one Wave drives on another, them Sep 
len-} oppreſſed Soul with humility , filial * 
om fidence; and Faith, to turn it folf wt 
6G inf} Lord, and thus beſp eak him, v2] 
| by 4 Father, Whar hall I do? 
Ut © oreatly bowed down by Lrmbls,? Fx 
:on-| *iothe Brim, my vain Heart hath looked 
ns ,| © forrelief this Way and that Way, but 1 ns. 
; be- © comes, every Door of comfort is i | 
vhen * againſt me : Thou haſt multiplied my 
then * TOWS, and renewed thy Witnefles ag 
*me: Comfort is removed from my + OUT 
heir © ward , and Peace from my inner Man, 1 
may * Sharp afflictions without, and bitter T6 
im * tlections within. O Lord, I am oppre{* 
-:k8 fed, undertake for me.- Fathers "ws a 
rb * Fleſh pity their diſtreſſed Children whe! 1 
they complain tothem,. and wilt not.thous 
ted © O Lord, whoſe compaſiions as far exceed 
his © creature-compaſſions, as the Sea exceed 0 
0d. _- Dx Op: O my Father, pity whey TS (8) 2 : J ot 
and ine, deliver me. 44 
Oh how acceptable is this ro Goth 
advantagious to the Soul ! *..._ : CW 
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oo We may ifon me our 4 cnt to Menſſ. 
d, did Fob, Chap. 19. 21. Have pit 
- br pity on me, O ye my friends ; 5 for the ha 
f. God bath tcuched me. And itis a mercy! 
\We have any Friends that are Wife, Faithfu 
| andEuporience. They are born for ſach 
e as!this,, Prev. 17. 17. Put be they wha 
* "ther -will, they cannot pity as God, relievg| 
*-.-+@NC ficeobr as he: and often times we m 
| = with 7b, Chap. 21. 4. As for me, 
my complaint to Men? And if it were, Wi 
 fhow/d not my S pirit be troubled ? q. d. What 
Se eat advantage can TI get by theſe com 
E-Plaints? I may Burden the Heart of myj- 
EFriend, but how little doth that eaſe my. 
own? Yet the very opening of the Hean 
| to-an experienced tender Chriſtian is ſon 
|; relief, and the engaging his Prayers is mort 
|: Thus 'faryou moan ſafely : In all this ther : 
: I no danger. 
> Fhirdly , The afli&ed Perſon may (ordinari 
83) accuſe, judge and condemn himſelf, for be 
LE and precurer of his 62vn Trouble 
| 7 lawfully be diſcontented , and vexec 
RX bers himſelf x his own folly, whenthe i 
E iquity of his heels compaſſeth him about. And 
Feraly it is but ſeldom that any great aflitior 
pr ef: als a gracious Perſon, but he ſaw the 
«> Hs ACCU - 
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ll. need of ſuch a Rod before he fel; 


Hath God ſmitten thy "Child or-; 
coming ? Did not thy fond, ſecure; 


- and didſt thou not foreſee ſome ſharp Pig 


temper need ſuch a ſcourge tor awakemqt niek . 


enand purge thee? Or if you. did not ofe 
ſeeit, it's now your duty to. ſearch ar Fes x 


J. amine your ſelves. So the Church.in & 
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affiition , refolv'd, Lam. 3.40: ' Lev" -: 
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| Clay and try our ways. When God is'S 
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we ſhould be S earching. Surely our I pr q WU 


ties will enquire after us, if we will not eN- 


quireafter them. Yea, in the day of at BE 
tion,. a gracious Soul is inquiſitive aboutin | 
thin Ghng more than theprocuringand ng n s . 


of his Troubles , Job x0. 2. Shew-# 


wherefore thou contendeſt with me q d. Lord; y 


what ſpecial corruption is it that this 


ſentto rebuke; What ſinful negleet « dothit: J 


come to humble me for 2 O- diſcover it nov 
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tome, and recover me now fromit. - - ® 


And having found the Root and cauſe: 7 
-of their Troubles, ingenuous Souls \willey 
jhame themſelves for it, and give glory. 0” 


Ul, 


God by an humble ſubmiflion, and- vindi=# 


cation of the equity of his peoccaings 
7. 20. I have ſinned, what ſhall Ido unto 1 
thou preſerver of Ar: He on thinks it nog 


SE 


Fe: ' When Mournore fir not. 
= treelyto diſcover unto God, and deeply to 
- ba Hf before him, for his folly. 
- [nk I remember 'a choice 
E cond enim "oy \ Note that *Mr Brightman 
2 Jones V” hath in his Commentar 
; os ars Cordes . upon the Carticles. 
Bb oper re Holy Men {faith he) af: 
E.-j Conti, | Japfur -ter their Hearts are renew: 
ow” T's dedecorir ed by Repentance, are riot 
| meminiſe. Neb Abamed to remember and 
; Bhryy decedit,qud Confels their ſlips and ſhame 
Z © eedit' in illias ful falls, to the Glory d 
| ewrem Bright-= God ; for they account that 
= "n GooE- Glory which fſuch- confe 
Ep.” | ſons take from them is not 
loſt, while it goes to the 

f-Story of 'God. Tf his Glory may rife out df 
eur Shame, how willing ſhould we be tc 
"rake ſuch Shame to us? Holy David was ne 
-."#hhamed to acknowledge, P/al.' 35. 5. M 
' Wounds ftink and are corrupt becauſe of my Fool 
Jour He is the wiſeſt Mon that thus be 
- fools himſelf before God. 

It is true, God may afflit from Prerogl 
2 + ive, qe for Trial; but we may always fe 
- cauſe enough inour ſelves, and it is ſafeſt ti 

= ir opon our own folly. 
IE; '" The- afflicted Chriſtian way in « 
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bumble [ubmiſſo Foe manner play Sith 


then we may ſay with David, "Rem 
ſtroke from me, Iam conſumed by the / 


* thine hand. Pal. 39. 10. 


\mercies which yet rewain : We” © 


be earneſt: for the removal of the ht, T, 

When affliction prefleth Us. 
ſtrength, when ir diſables us for-gluty,. 6 
when it gives advantage to Te« prati Non, 


Even our 1 LOFA * 
Jeſus Chriſt, in the Day of his Tron oh, FX: 
poured out his Soul with ſtxong Cryes a 
many Tears, ſaying, Father, if thow. by 
willi £ Jet this Cup paſs from me, Luke. 22+ 
42. Oppreſſed nature deſires eaſe ; inde: 
venour renewed nature deſires freedomfons 
thoſe clogs and temptations which hinder 
in duty, or expoſe us to ſnares. G8 
Thusfar we may ſafely go. : ©; 
But Sorrow then becomes ſinful and e 
cellive when, 4 E 
Firſt, 1+.cauſeth us to ſl; ight and deſpiſe alks; : 
other mercies and enjoyments', as ſmall pe. 
comparilon of - what we have loſe. 
t often falls out that the: ſetting, of a D: 
comfort clouds and benights all _—y 
Our Tears for: our loſt en yment- WY 
our Eyes that we cannot me the-m 


'7-.* #6 EY 


much notice of what is gone, thas w key yrs a 


NO notice of what is 1k But | this}! 
yory ſinful ; for it involves in it both om 
atitade, and great Provocation. 
ins by ſpringing from Ignorance. Did 
R 1 eh now the defert of our Sin, we woulc 
Leather. wonder to ſee one mercy left, than 
ny 1a wa \ewenty are cut off. They that know 
have forfeited every mercy, ſhould 
© thankful that they enjoy any , and pa 
ent. when they loſe any of their cc 
| 1 
Ez Did we know God, even that Soveraignſ|1 
Lord at: whoſe diſpoſe our comforts comefſ * 
and. go, who can the next moment blafty < 
| -alichas retnain, and turn you into Hell | \ 
+ qt ow would. prize the merciey / 
et indulges to you at an higher valueyſ < 
Did bu underſtand the fickle vaniſhing © 
” "nature of the Creature, what a flowerf i 
Zora a-bubble 'it is; Oh how thankful 
';, would you be to find fo many yetleft in your t 
3 | poli [ t 
bs. DS you know the caſe of Thouſands : 
-S od;; yea better than you, whoſe wholeſ 2 
ryeſtof Comfort in this World, is but 


” _ a Y þ kandiul. to the gleanings of the com t 
foxes: you ſtill enjoy, who in all their v 
oy 4 E./ age -W&ETE  OWNETS of ſuch com J © 
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this fortable enjoyments as you now Ove eriOt Id £7 
7no-furely you would not at as you do. * © "N 
Beſide, what vile ingratitude is in this? 
DidWhat, are: all your remaining mercies wa ce Þ =. 
zulc nothing | ? You have buried a Child," » Ss 
hanfſFriend : Well, but ſtill, you have a Husban a, 
a Wite, other Children ; or if not, you ha! - i 
comfortable accommodations for your Goh elves; 
with health to enjoy them-3 orif not,'yet® 
have you Ordinances of God, it may be. 
an intereſt in Chriſt, and in the Cove 
8 Pardon of Sin, and hopes of Glory. What 7: Fol 
4 and yet ſink at this rate, as if all your mer-3 
cies, comforts, and hopes, even -in both? 
8 Worlds were buried in one Grave. NM ay t aq 
| chabod be written upon your -beſt mer-. 
cles, becauſe Mortality is written uy 
one? Fye, fye, What ſhameful Inge 
is here ? 

And really, Friend, ſuch a carriage. Y 
this under the Rod, is no ſmall provoca 
tion to the Lord to go onin Judgment, * and 
J make a full end of all that remains, bt 1 iat the: 
wlefl affliction ſhall not riſe up the ſecond rien 1 

What if God taking notice how. 
thou regardeſt the many ' undef 
vours thou yet poſſeſieſt, ſhould OM. 
it thou think'ſt them not worth the.0 
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=. nving?- Go, Death, there's a Husband,'; 


Y. 3 
I y 


Wife, other Children yet left, ſmite then 
E : all. . Go, ſickneſs, and remove the health of 
+ his Body yet left ; go, loſſes, and impoveriſh 
his Eſtate yetleft ; go, reproach, arid blaſt hi 
- Reputation which 1s yet ſweet, What woul: 
2 you think of this? Andyet if you be out o 
= Chriſt, you are indanger of a far ſadde 
E ftroke than any or all yet mentioned. What 
# ..3f God ſhould fay, prizeſt thou not my mer 
+ Cy ? Haſt thou no value for my goodnefl; 
E and forbearance towards thee ? Is it nothing 
= that I have ſpared thee thus long in thy Sin - 
- and Rebellions? Wellthen, I will ſtretch out 
-.- my hand upon thy life, cut off that -thread 
+ = Which hath kept thee fo many years from 
E dropping into Hell. 
-.- . O think then what you have done, by 
- * provoking the Lord through your vile 
-1ngratitude ! It is a dangerous thing to 
provoke God, when he is already in a 
+ - way of judgment. And if you be his 
- OWN People, and fo ont of the danger of 
this laft and worſt ſtroke : yet know, you| 
have better mercies' to Joſe. than any you 
ave : yer loſt. Should God cloud your 
al with doubrs, let looſe Saran to buffer 
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you, remove joy and peace Fon your ir 
you, Man, on oy foon would you ws cOh 6 
vinced, that the Funeral of your e eſt } 
Friend is but a trifle to this ? 8 - 2n 
riſh Well then, whatever God takes, , be 
bij Rifl thankful for what he leaves. Tt-was: 
ule the great Sin of JFae! in the Wilderneſs, tþ 
t off -chough God had deliver'd them fromthe 
dei cruel ſervitude in Epypr , he - 1 4 
hafſ them in the Deſert, and was leading them 
erJ. on to a Land flowing with Milk and Honey z 
els} yetafſoon as any want did burbegin topinch /: 
ng them, preſently all thefe _— were forgot-" 
inf ten and lighted. Numb. a-- Would ef 
th God (fay wo we'had died in £gypt- 
ad} Numb. 11. 6. There is nothing at all 4 
ml /ide this Manna, Beware of this, Oy y . 
| mourning and afflicted ones. You ſee borki! 
7 the Sin that is in it, and the Unger tht at- 
le tends it ? 75 
'0 Secondly, And'no leſs ſinfol are our $or<: 
af rows, When they ſo wholly ingulph our hudnl 
5 that we either mind not at all, or are little a -; 
ff thing ſenſible of the publick evils and c/o 

ug which lye upon the Church and People £ God. 
1] Some Chriſtians have ſuch- publick®Spi« 
rics that- the Churches Trouble: s Y "mw | 
up their - perſonal Trouble. 3 
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Ee ad 4 to taks little notice of = dnachl 
| +, is Child, which he dearly loved, being al 

$ nes overwhelmed with the miſeries lying on 
be che Church. 

And it was a good evidence of the gra 
| out and publickneſs of Es Spirit ; 
b- Ks who fitting in __ Gate 
þ p Carque He no anxiouſly waiting for. t 
- A | baſe Arcam dings nel the ' =o W y © 

;. Doi. d. nondum head 

wy fed in- he tydings came that; Trae 
fled before the Ph:l;/tins, that 
his two Sons Hophni and 
Phineas were dead, and that 
the Ark of God was taken, 
juit at the mention. of .thatſ at 
word, The Arkof God, be-ltc 
«be heard out the whole narration, his 
Ano quickly preſaging the iſſue, he funkffi 
| down and died, .1 Sam. 4. 19, 20, O thatſor 
* was the ſinking, the killing word ;- had thefſc, 
| ming ſtop'd at the death of histwo Sons, [4 
F like enough ” had ſupported that burden, 
- bur the loſs of the Ark was more to himfo 
ou Sons or Daughters. 
But how few. ſuch publick ſpirits appearſu 
| even; among Profeſiors in this ſelfiſh gene-P{| 
P don? May we not with the Apoſtle © com- a 
Eplain, Phil. 2, 21. 4/1 ſeck their own, and 
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\d wot the ops that ave of —_ A oi Me * 
Alf have any great cares or deſigns lying'Þ 
off yond the bounds of their own private” it 


"Ftereſtss And what we ſay of cares, is as” 
Ta true of Sorrows: If a Child "ie, we are rea” 
It Jdy to die too, but publick calamiries piers. 
at us not. | 
ty How few ſuffer either - their domeſtick / 
comforts to be ſwallowed up in the Church-"" 
eſſes Troubles, or their domeſtick 'Froubles to; 3 
naty be ſwallowed up by the Churches Mercies?..;: 
nd Now when it is thus- with us, when we hetle -# 
aat regard what Mercies or Miſcries lic upon, 
ny others, butare wholly intent upon our own 
at aflictions, this is a Sinful Sorrow, andought.* , 
X-[ to be Sorrowed for. | 
his} Thirdly, Our Sorrows then become Sins 
nkfful and exorbitant, When they divert us frons,* 
thor diſtra# us in owr duties,” ſo that our "mter-" 
he courſe with Heaven is ftopt "and" uferrayoed: _ by © 7 
1s, [themn, ; of 
n,j How long can we fit alone muſing up-;. 3 
mſon a dead Creature ? Hear our thoughts } 
eaſily flow, bnt how hard to fix them. 4 
aryupon the living God ! when our hea par 
e-Fſhould be in Heaven with our Chriſt, 
are in the Grave with our Dead. May a 
many afflicted Souls juſtly complain, -t 
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=> © + ee hadtaken away their Chrift 
” tre them, (1 mean as to ſweer ſenſible Com- 
| anunion) and laid the dead . Child in his 
Room? 

E-- Poor Crearure, ceaſs to weep any lon-ſ 
$ "ger for thy dead Relation, and, weep rather 
i tor thy dead heart. Is this thy compliance 
'- with God's deſign in affliting thee ? What, 
'@ a. grow a greater ſtranger to him than be- 
+ fore: or 15this the way to thy cure and com- 
fort in affliction, to refrain Prayer, and turn 
| ty back upon God ? 

Or if thoy dareſt nor gy —_— 
bs yet thy affliction ſpoils the 
' "IS and $5. air of it; thy heart & 
E: * wandring , dead, diſtracted in Prayer andſ 
7 a, fo that thou haſt no relief of - 
4 A comfort from it. | 
"*Nouze up thy ſelf, Chriſtian, and confidery} 
is1s not Right. Surely the Rod works no 
| kindly now, What, did thy love to God . 
expire when thy Friend expired? Is th 
* Heart as cold in Duty, ashis Body is in thi ' 

Grave? Hath natural death ſeized him, anc 
3 Apiritual deadneſfs ſeized thee ? Sure thenf 
ou haſt. more reaion- to lament thy dead | 
ar han thy idead Friend. Divert tix 
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to recover thy ſeif o out of thee Fans quick ck-; 
ly; leſt ſad experience ſhortly tell thee, t 
| what chou now Mourneſt. for, is but a riff - 
to what thou ſhalt Mourn for hereafter; 'T = 
n-F loſe the Heavenly , warmth and Spirit 
her liveline of thy affe&ions, is undou =: 
ice} ly a far more conſiderable loſs, than to lo E: 
at, the Wiſe of thy Boſom, or the {w #- 
be-| Child that ever a tender Parent laid in tl 
m-} Grave. 4. 
nj} Reader, If this be thy caſe, Thou halt? 
reaſonto challenge the firſt Place among the 
et} Mourners. tIr is better for thee tO Goat &- ten - 
the Sons, than toremit OnE aegree of £0 > "Of: 
is Delight i in God. The end of God inf 
ndj ting, was to win thy Heart nearer ro him, 
of by removing that which eftranged it 5 hew: : 
then doſt thou croſs the very deſign o& o X 
ery in this diſpenſation « Mu i God then loſe hi is. 
not "delight in thy Fellowſhip, becaufe thow ha t 
50d loſt thine irr the creature ? Surely when- thy: 
thy} Troubles thus accompany thee to thy Con 7 
they they are ſinful and extravagant troubles. - -- 
nd 'Fourthly, Then you m uy alſo conelnde : 
zen} your Sorrows to be Exceflive and Sinfi Ne 
all When they fo eucrlead end oppreſs your Budies, | 
ny: as to endar'gcr your lives, or render them uſenet). 5 
| and unit) or (ervice. 53: lb 


g2 PYPhen Sorrow becomes ſinful 

gp : Worldly Sorrow- works Death , 2. Cor, 
E 3. 10. thatis, Sorrow after the manner of 
Eee: Worldly Men, Sorrow in a - 
b Triftitis  mundi meer carnal natural way, | his 
sf rriflitis ſecun= which is not relieved by any | at 
| dew modem, Goon Reafonines | and (ou 
| ane ex emore YPiritual Realonings and IC 

© awiendi noſcitur. Conliderations : This falls ſo do 
& BW. inloc. heavy ſometimes upontthe J&1 
my Body, thatit ſinks under the I wh 
- Weight, and is caſt into ſuch diſeaſesas are Þout 
- never more wrought off, or healed in this [Of 
Z :YVorld. Heawvineſs in the Heart of a Man er 
: "rakes it Foop, ſaith Solomon, Prov.- 12. 25. [exc 
-=The ſtoureſt Body muſt ftoopunder Heart- 
-: preflures, oP MS 
| It:i5with the mind of Man (faith one) fjtm 
þ..a5 With the Stone Zyrhenas : as long as it's JWa 
= whole. it \wimmeth, but once broken it ſinks Þelv 
+ preſently. , Grief .is a Moth which getting {car 
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- :26t0 the Mind, will in ſhorttime, make the Je! 
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- Body, be it never ſo ſtrong and well wrought 
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2 prRce, like an old ſeary Garment. 
t Philoſophers and Phyſicians generally reckon 
- Sorrow among the chief” cauſes of ſhortning Pe: 
Life, Chrift was a Man of Sorrows, and $01 
E acquainted with Griefs, and this ſome think, 
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-was the reaſon that he appeared as a Manot 
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Fifty, whenhe was little more than Thirty Pic 
..- - Years 
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W how Sorrow becomes fufa nfs 


were-of kind iq cd 


"Hee tibi ſeribs_ 7 
Many 2 Mans Soul 1 1s tO qr tam _— 


his Body, as a tharp knife to Awe flovs.. wn 


gd) — ny 


7 athin ſheath, which eafily (quod minime ee 3 

I cuts it through 3 and whar _ inter exa , 

» {do we by poring and pon- P?'* Fx ad, 
ques olor Ch 

2 {dering upon our troubles,but 7;z, hodie roman 

e | whet the knife that it may fabtun | 

2 [cut the deeper and quicker 5 42mm. +. .v 
Senec. Ep. 63.” 

s [Of all the creatures that e- -p. miki 637. 
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ver God made (Devils only 
. ſexcepted) Man is the moſt able and apt to be 
- [his own Tormentor. 
|+ How ;unmercifully do we load them in." 
times of affliction ? /How do we not only 
waſte their ſtrength by Sorrow ,, but dee: 
relief and neceſſary retreſhment ? They 
arry the load, but be allowed no refreſh-. 
{nent : If they can eat the bread of affliction 2 
and drink tears, they may feed at full ; but, 7 
d pleaſant bread, no quiet ſleep is permitted- 4 
2m. - Surely you would not burden *a- > 
eaſt, as you do your own Bodies ;z you 
rould pity and relieve a brute Beaſt groan- : 
, Fag and ſinking under an heavy burden, yo 3 
f y'ou will not pity nor relieve your own Bo-.. 
y Pics, , 
's 
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4 [Some Mens Souls have given. fach deep 'f 
'y Wounds totheir Bodies, that they are never 
ke to enjoy many eaſfieor comfortable days 
* more whilſtthey dwell in them. 

->Now this is very ſinful, and diſpleaſi ing 
7 God; tor if he have ſuch a tender care 
= r our bodies, that he would not have us fh 

wallowed up of over much Grief,  no{b 

{es ah iebe for Sin, 2: Cor. 2.'7 but even[k 
E to hes Sorrow ſets bounds. How much: leſs: 
- with outward Sorrow for Temporal loſſe.?'th 
E May not your ſtock of natural ſtrength be'ſits 
d.. | Hes? T; to better purpoſes think you than |G 
theſe 2 Time may come, that you may ear- |{o 

7 wiſh you had that health and ſtrength lo! 
F gain to ſpend for God, which you now fofw: 
: ” Lviſhly waſte, and prodigally calt away up-f{m 
F 6n your Troubles ro no purpcſe, or advan- 


ant 

Te was therefore an high point of Wiſter 
= dom in David, and recorded no doubtſſtur 
"” for our imitation, who when the Childftha 
A was dead, ceaſed to Mourn » but aroſe er 
waſhed himſelf, and eat. Þread, 2 Sam 124atl! 


to | 
* Fifthly » When affliction ſours the Syifcali 
_rit with diſcontemt, and makg; "it. imwardPt. . 
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þ our trouble is fall- of Sin, and we ought 1 20:1 
humbled for it before the Lord. os 
s | | Whatever God doth with us or ours, | t--: 
we ſhould maintain good thoughts of him. -! 
p [A gracious Heart cleaves nearer -and* nearer ' 2 
e [to God in affliction, and can juſtifie God in. 6 
1s {his ſevereſt ſtroaks, acknowledging them to” | I 
of be all Juſt and Holy. . Pfal. 119. 95-1 3 
n | my alſo that thy Fude mints are right, and that _ E 
{5 thou in faithfulneſs baſt afflied me. And here | FX A 
>the Soul may comfortably evidence to it k F- bc 
be/[its own uprifhtinels, and ſincere Love tor 
an |God. Yea, it hath been of ſingular-ufe ts * 
xr- | ſome Souls, to take right meaſures ef their © 
th love to God i in ſuch trials ; tohave lovely __ E 
of well pleaſedthoughts of God, even whenhe © 
ip-ſmites us in our neareſt and deareſt comfortsz 7 
n-fargues plainly that we love him for Hide 
and nor for his gitts only : And that his in» * 
tereſt in the Heart is deeper, than any crea> 
ture-intereſt is. And ſuch is the comfort 5 
that hath reſulted to ſome from ſuch diſco- - © 
eries of their own Hearts by cloſe ſmarting 2 
Jaflitions ; that they would not part withitg 2 
to have cheir comforts, ( whole removal oc- ©” 
Speafioned them, ) given back in lieu of Þ 


ard It, : : I 
the 'But to ſwell with ſecret diſcontent, and | 
X _— 


Carl ji of God, as if he had 
done us wrong, -or dealt more ſeverely with 
2* 7 wagdub 'Othis is a vile temper, curſed 
1s rait ſpringing from an evil root ; a very 


+ nal; Ignorant, Proud Heart; or at leaſt 
E ancy diſtempered, if renewed Heart, 
So it was with Foxab when God ſmote his 
3 "Gourd, Ya (faith he) I do well to be angry 
E even wnto Death, Jonah 4. 9. Poor Man, 
' hewas highly diſtempered at this time, and 
—omof frame; this was not his true temper 
or ordinary Frame » bue a furprize; the] 
* "effect of a paroxyime of Temptation, in 
| E= his Paſſions had been over-heat-j1 
= al 
” © Few dare to vent it in' ſuch language jd 
" But how many have their Hearts imbit-f h: 
tered by diſcontent, and ſecret riſings a 
gainft the Lord ? Which, if ever the Lord» 
open their Eyes to fee, will coft them moreſſir 
trouble than ever that of affliction did, which 
gave the occaſion of it. | 
T deny not, but the beſt heart may b I 
| - _ tempted to think and ſpeak frowardly coil 
-"cerning theſe works of the Lord, that en 
| viowadrerlar _ Devil will blow the co: 
and labour to blow up our Spirits at ſuch tim J:; 
E: Ad ves orcas; 3 The Twwprationy W; Ser 
ona 
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ſtrong even upon David _— co take np * 
hard thoughts of God, and to. conct - PS. 
Verily T hawve cleanſed my Heart in wain; © 
ry | 9- 4 How little priviledge from then ft. 
a | of evils hath a Manby his Gcodlineſs ? But I 
rt, | he ſoon ſuppreſt ſuch motions. IF I ſhould 73 
his (ay thus, TI ſhould offend againſ# the Genrarigh ; 
org of thy Children: Meaning, that, he ſhould 1 
2n, | condemn the 'whole race of Godly Meg. 3 
nd through the whole World ; for who is there 
2er | among them all, but is or hath, or may be 
thel afflicted as ſeverely as my ſelf? 

in} Surely, it is meet to be ſaid unto Gad, 
at-j 1have born chaftiſement, T will not offend 
any more, Fob 34. 31. Whatever God © 
| doth with you, ſpeak well, and think well of . 
I him, and his works. 

Sixthly, Our Sorrows exceed due bounds whes 
we continually excite and provoke thens by will, 
Irrit ations. by 

Grief, like a Lion loves to play with us. 2 
ſbciorc it deſtroy us. And ſtrange It is . © 
hat we ſhould find ſome kind of plea- 2 
More in rouzing our Sorrows. 


We's * Sencca's obſervation, &- © Ineſt quiddam | 7 
aulce triftitie, 
cum occurrant ermones eorum jucundt, converſatio hilaris, 
Fi prietas: ' Func oculi welut in gaudio relaxantur. 
waiſ Sen, ep. 806. | 
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= experimentally true, that even Sorrow it 
E felt hatha certain kind of delight attending 


The Jews that were with ory in the | 
Houſe to comfort her, | hen they ſaw that || 
E fhe went out baſtily, followed ber, ſaying, She 
|  goeth to. the grave to weep there. Joh. 11. 32. 
EE: As they do (faith Calvin) 
| Brad v2" rs that ſeek to provoke their ol 
E ; Mano gn troubles by going to the} © 
” wie. Calvin. Grave, - or often looking up- 
on the dead Body, | 
Thus we delight: to look upon the Re- 
liques of our deceaſed Friends , .and often 
*- to-mention their ations and ſayings, not|*F 
Jo muchfor any matter of holy and weigh- 
ty inſtruction or imitation ; for that would " 
E-- warrant and commend the ation ; but ra} 
ther to rub the Wound , and fetch freſh, 
Blood fromir, by piercing our felves with he 
-” ſome little, trivial, yet wounding circumſtan% 
"Ces. I have known many that will ſit and,” 
talk of the features, ations and ſayings dl for 
their Children, for Hours together , and has 
weepat the rehearſal .of them, and that for® 
. many Months after they are gone : So keep},5 
- ing the Wound continually open, and ex” 
L  cruciating their own Hearts without - an ; 
BER benefif 
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ſome ſuch trifles muſt be kept for this x 
poſe to renew their Sorrow daily by-loo 


have his Son called Benori, leſt it ſhould re. 
2, [Ew his Sorrow, but Benjamin. 


I am far from commending a brutiſh 


unprofitable remembrance. 
have other 
theſe. 


our Hearts and Houſes, when God's Rod js 


;h.1<2d of it, by mortifying thoſe corruptions 
1g] which provoke it? Surely the Roguvorks wh 
ra {kindly till it come to this. | 
| Severthly, Laſtly, Our Sorrows may 
iþ{hen be pronounced finful, when they deafen 
1r-J28r ears to all the wholeſom and ſeaſonable 


fffor our relief and ſupport. 


nd Jer * ZI. If, A woice was heard in Ramah, . | 


forl'* _—_ ng bitter weeping ; 
op {8 for be Children, would not be comforted 
Lf $/”r her Children, becauſe they were not, p 

amit no comfort, her diſeaſe is 


Rachel weeps 
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denefit at all by them. A lock of hair or 


ar (02it. On this account, Facob would not + 


oblivion of our dear Relations, and cons © 
demn ir as much as I do this Childiſh and} 
. Oh Friends, ws . 
things to do under the Rod than- 
Were it not better to be ſearching. 
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upon us, and ſtudying how to anſwer the 
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nd Yords of Counſel and comfort offered us : 


Shewill | 
{ curable by : 
429 other means but the reſtoration of hee 
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- Gluldren; give her them again and ſhe will 
E be quiet, elle you ſpeak into the Air, here 
*. gardsnot what ever you lay. ho 


A 


F Thus Trac inthe cruel bondage in Egypt, 
E Aoſes brings them the glad rydings of de-f 3 
 Lliverance; But they hearkened nt to him, be-[| a1 
| cauſe of the anguiſh of Spirit, and their crutll $1 
| bondage, Exod. 6. 9. e) 
p » Thus obſtinately fixed are many in theirſ 
Þ trouble, that no Words of advice or conf a 
--= fort find any place with them: yea : Thave$; 
known ſome exceeding quick and ingenious, þ, 
| Evenabove the rate of their common parts af 
” and abilities in inventing ſhifts, and framing] G, 
; —_—_ to turn off comfort from them-[ an 
clves; as if they had been hired topleada-jC 
TS I -: # (> - 
gainſt their own intereſt : and it they be dri-ſ he 
ven from thoſe Pleas, yet they are ſetled inf} an 
their troubles too faſt to be moved, fay[|pa 
what you will they mind it not ; or at moſifjn; 
it abides not upon them. - Let proper, ſea no 
ſonable advice or comfort be tendered, they] _ 
retuſe it, . your Counſel is good, but they haveſyo 
' no heart to it now. Thus Pfal. 77. 10.Þ w: 
E -. 44. Soul (faith he ) refuſed to be comforted. | ſec 
E - To want comfort in time of affliction the 
is -aQ aggravation of our afflitiqny but the 
'to refule_it, when offered us, wants not pal 
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din» Time may come, when we wo ule 
be glad to receive comfort , or hear a wor 
of ſupport, and ſhall be denied ir. bo 


O, 'tis a mercy to the afflicted to have 


"V2 
LY 
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| Barnabas with them, an interpreter, one | 


among a thouſand; and it will be the great = 
bin, and folly of the afflicted to ſpill thoſe . 
excellent Cordials prepared and offered to * 
them, like Water upon the Ground, ont wy 


a froward, or dead Spirit, under - troubk E 


Say not with them , Lam. 3.18, 19. 6h. 
hope is periſhed from the-Lord, remembring mine © 
affliction and my miſery, the Jerome and the. / 
Gall, Irs a thouſand pities the VVormwood ' 
and Gall of afflition ſhould fo diſguſt '#s 4 
Chriſtian, as that he ſhould not at any rims  \! 
be able to reliſh the ſiweerneſi that isin Chrift;- * 
and in the promiſes. And thus I have dif- 
patcht the firſt partof my deſign, in ſhew- 
ing you wherein the Sin of mournery doth - 
notlye, and in whatiit doth. _ | 
Secondly, Having cleared this , andſhewn ? 
you wherein the Sin and dangerlyes; my _} 
way is prepared to the ſecond thing propu- 
ſed, namely , to difſwade Mourners from 
theſe Sinful exceſfes of Sorrows, and 4 
the golden Bridle of moderation upon their 2 3 
paſſions in times of afflitivn;” And- O thas 


= my Word +)fr as ” acceſs ful upon | choſ |. 
_— five Souls that ſhall Read them, as 4b. | 
::1] yes were to David, 'x Sam. 25. 32. whal 
Ewhen he perceived howproper and Sonatas 
bs ey were, ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord God | 
tract, who ſent hos this day ro meet me, 4 


E* ; Mede be [4 by ad: VICE. X "4 
t--.41 am ſenſible how hard a task it is, 1 I: 
£ here. undertake; to chaim down, ar i: 
E aBay mntinous, raging, and ramuleon 


*= pattions; to give a check-to the torrent. off 
b- _patſion, is ordinarily but to provoke it, and | þ 
» | rape and {well the more. 
; The Work is the Lord's, wholly depends 
b  ypon his power and "Blefling. He thaff 
k. Gith ro the Sea, when the Waves thereofll ; 
” roar, Be ſtill; can alſo quiet and compoſgy 
k the. Gormy and tumulcuous Sea that rage}; 
i mthe breaſts. of the aMidted, - and caſts upf}: 
i; nothing but the froth of vain and. uſeleſs 
:complaints of our- miſery, or the dir: olf, 
*Ginful and wicked complaints of the dealings} 
ef the Lord with us. 
_ The Rod of AﬀMidtion goes round, andf..; 
= Viſits all ſortsof Perſons without difference: 'F 
© It is upon the Tabernacles of the juſt and . 
» the unjuſt, theRighteons and the Wicked , , 
Enron the Rod. - - od | 
-F C 


"The nnſanefel. red. 
«| The Gi > uy are. 5 Ic "4 to th nnndcd, 280 
oh, that the other be wholly negleted; Ef x 4 
ha! have »as ſtrong -and der. though*® nat: 
egular affections'to their kelarions, 4 
f] mat not be wholly - fuffered to fink of 1 
nd : Lragied unrehieyed burthens. £4 oy 8 
' Here therefore T muſt have reſp a -20-*: 
I wo fores of Perſons,, whom | find” in oy , 
| the ſame account; I mean the los 
eir dear Relations, the Rogenoma I 4 
e Unregenerate, I am a debtor to 5 : 
; jt ſhall endeayour their ſupport and aflifts-: 
ance z for even. the Unregenerate call for--2 
'our help and pity, and muſt oo 
if not be negleted and whol- foro 02 toad 
ty lighted in their aflictions. ſe Tam. ns” 
e muſt pity themthat can-. NE. 
i} $yotp 'ry themſelves. 'The Law of: God com>; 
uph + 'tmands us to help a beaſt, if fallen under its | 
Burden ; How mach'more a Man ſinking © 
under a load- of Sorrows? - ONE 


F rate are not Pordinarily 1 in -uſe -atnong us ; 
7] and it may ſeem ſtrange whence any thingof-4 
7 ſupport ſhould be drawn for them, that have. 
1 | no ſpecial intereſt in C Qhrift, or Promiſes. : ho 7 
1] 1 confeſs alfo;, E find: my ſelf undee-- 
| great difadvantages fo. this ork, Fx me 
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_ 44 Thennſanctinea Mourner ſupported. | 
not offer them thoſe reviving Cordials 
* that are contained in Chriſt, and the Cove- 
t, for God's afflited People ; bur yet 
- Juch is the goodneſs of God even to his 
- Enemies, that they are not left wholly with- 
F out ſupports, or means to allay their Sorrow, 
- Tf this therefore bethy caſe, who readeſt 
> theſe lines; afflicted and unſandtified,ourn- 
| ingbitterly for thy dead Friends, and more 
- . cauſe tomourn for thy dead Soul, , Chriſt- 
| fefs, and graceleſs, as well as Childleſs or 
| Friendleſs: nocomfort in hand, nor yet in| | 
| hope, full of trouble, and no vent by Prayer 
” or faith to eaſe thy Heart. | 
| Poor creature, thy caſe is ſad, but yet 
& not wholly ſink, and ſuffer thy felt to 
| be ſwallowed up of grief 5 thou haſt laid 
* thy dear one in the grave, yer throw not 

F  thy-ſelf head-long intothe grave, after him; L 
| that will not be the way to remedy thy 

F miſery: but ſit down a while and ponder 
|  theſethreethings : "403 | 
Firſt, That of all Perſons in the World, 
” - thou baſ} meſft-reaſen to be tender ever thy 
F life and health, and careful to preſerve it; 
3 b if thy troubles deſtroy + thee, thou art 
| qternally left, undone for ever. Waorldly 
| Smopw/ (lah. the Apolile) works deat 
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The unſanttified Motrner ſupported." 45; 
And if it works thy death, iz works thy* 
” | damnation alſo; tor Hell follows: that 


"FD 


s 


there's no danger of Hell to him , the ſe-2 

\ cond death hath no power over hin; bot 
wo to thee if it overtake thee in thy Sin; be» 3 

th ware therefore what thou' doſt againſt thy 2} 
"| health and life. Bo not putthe Candleof © 
. Sorrow to as near that Thread, by which : 
" | thou hangeſt over the-Mouth of Hell. E. 
T] O itisfar better tobe Childleſs, or Friend- © 
ly lefs on earth, than hopeleſs, and remediteſs © 
"4 in Hell. ; no 
Secondly, Own and admire the bounty: 7 
and goodneſs of God manifeſted ' to theeyn 
40 1s affliction ; that when death -came into 2 
thy Family to ſmite and carry off ane, it had* *: 
| not fallen to thy lot to be the perfon; ' thy. 
2 Husband, Wie, or Child is taken, and thou} 
YE art left; Had thy name been in the Com- ©! 
miſſion. thou hadſt been now paſt hope, _ 3 
1 | © the fparing mercy of God ! the won> Þ 
A derful long-ſuffering of God towards thee z. 3 
JJ Poſfibly that Poor Creature that is. gone, 
never provoked God as thou haſt done'; thy*% 
| Poor Child never abuſed Mercies, neglected * 
4 Fs treaſured up. the thouſandth pare -&F 7 
t guile thou haſt _ So thatthou might<-> 
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 eft well imagine ic ſhould rather have cut ( 
* thee down, that hadſt ſo provoked God,thanſſj t 
- hy Poor little one. ; | t 
Bur oh the admirable patience of Ged'ff| 3 
c 
1 
; 


urner ſupported. 


” -Qh the riches. of his —_——— ! Thou 
art only warned, not fmitten by it: hb 
- there nothing in this worth thankful ac: 
” Inowledgment ? Is it not better to be in 
* Black for another on carth, than in the 
* Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever? Is it notfff « 
E eakier to £0 to the Grave with thy deadyſ | 
Friend, and weepthere; than to go toHell 
among the damned where there is weep-iſſ | 
F mg, and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth? | | 
” _ Thirdly, This. affliction for. which thou | 
| meurneft, may be the greateſt mercy tofſ| | 
6 


| ahee:that ever yet befel thee: in this World 
 Gad hath now made thy Heart ſofe by 
 wouhle, ſhewed thee the vanity of this 
| - Werld; and what a Poor trifle it 1s which | 
- thou mad'f} thy happineſs there is now : 
| a dark cloud fpread over all: thy worldly 
-  eamforts. Nom, O: now ! if the Lordſil 
- would but firike in. wich _ affliction, 'and} 
bx t opens thine eyes. to ſee thy deplorable 
ES omg take of th heart for ever from 
- he vain World which thou row on F 
- pachire im ic 5 and cauſe: thee to chuſe N.: 
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Chriſt the only hiding 200d, for t Z 307 L 
tion. If now thy affliction may but brings 
thy ſin to remembrance, and thy dead 2 
48 Friend may bac bring thee to a. ſenſe ſo: EY 
ouſ dead: Soul, which. is as. cold” ta - God a " 
bl fpiricual things, as his Body is te-thee ; and. 
c-E more loathſom in his Eyes than that; Corps. 
inf is, or ſhortly will be to the Eyes of * len 3. 
hell Then this day is coquinty a day of the UTR I 
ot eft mercy that ever yet thou ſawelt. ag Y 
adſ py death, that ſhall prove life to thy og, 
ell Why, this is ſometimes - _ 

hey Pg 


FEI Lord with Men, Fob 9 $- 
n = 50 = 


bound in fetters, and ho 
ouſl rhert he ſheweth them their work, and their tranſ | 
toll preſſion, that they have exceeded: He openeth- 4 
a4 alſo their ear to diſcipline, and commandeth thens: © 
DV that-they return from iniquity. ; 
us} O conſider, poor penlive creature, char 
hy which ſtole' away the heart from. God is. 
WH now gone: That which eat up thy time? 
ly and thoughts, that there was no room tor. 3 
rd | God, Soul, or Eternity in them , is gene ; > I 
108 All the vain expeRtations thac thou raiſedt. - 
le up to thy ſelf, from that Poor Create 
which now lies in the duſt, are in Ken 
day periſhed: O. what an adyan age. haſt 
thou now for Heaven , _ Dont that. 
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Ehou yet - - hadit! If God "will but blek 
| this Rod, thou wilt have cauſe to keep maſſa 
; ny a Thankſgivin -Day for this Day. rn 

T pray let theſe Three things be ponderedfa 
| by you 3 I canbeſtow no more Comforts up- an 
an you your Condition bars: the beſt Cons qu 
-forts from you ; they belong to the Peoplefitic 
A God, and you have yet nothing to defiize 
| with them. an 
I ſhall therefore turn from you to them, ſth 
| and preſent ſome choicer Comforts to themſ[th 

. to whom they properly belong, which may 
E he of great uſe to '" in reading ; if it beſw 


bt 
« = 


+ but to convince of the bleſſed Privi-fyo 

 Tedge and State of the People of God inf 
the greateſt . plunges of Troubles in thisÞ Pi 
* World, and what Advantages their [ntereſt 
\ inChriſt gives them for peace and ſettlement, 

| beyond that State you are in. di 
y. - And here I do with much more freedomſ 
# 7a "hope of ſucceſs, apply my felf to the] dc 
Work of counſellirig and comforting the af-f h 
© flited. You are the fearers of the Lord, andſſ h 
- tremble at his Word : the leaſt Sin is more for-N 7 
| midable to you than the greateſt affliction, Þl fa 
” Doubtlefs you would rather chuſeto bury allff q 
| your Children than provoke and grieve yourf j 
he; venly Father. Your Relations are dear, but I i 
Cty - - py is BIRT toyou oY ras * : 
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, et me perſwade Jas to retire”? 
; while into your Cloſets, redeem a a_licele =” 
ime from your unprofitaþis Serrows, eaſe. 7 
d empty your Hearts before the Lord, | 
and beg his Bleſling upon wag, rglovings' | 
fquieting, and Heart-compoſing Coafideras! 
tions that follow ; ſome of which are more” * 2 
general and common, ſome more particu _4Y 
and ſpecial, but all of them ſuch, as through] 
he Blefling of God may be.very uſeful at 


this time to your Souls. 


ay I.. Conſid. Conſider in this day. of Pies | 
be] ybo 3s the framer and author of this rod by whith 


Vi-Y jou now ſmart ; 15 10t the Lord ? and if -the Lard | 
inf hath dope it, it becomes you meekly to lubmiry 
ISI Pſal. 46. 10. Be ſtill and know hoy Tam God... 
> Man and Man ſtand Upon ,Cven —_— 2 
tif your fellow Creature do any thing that 
diſpleaſes Olly you may ' not only enquire; 
ml #ko did it ? but, Why.he didit? You maYg 
128 demand his grounds and reafons for what 
ff he hath done z but 'you may not do CY 
df here: Ir is expected that this one thi 
r-| The Lord hath done it, ſhould, without any 1 
nf farther Diſputes, or Conteſts, filence jand 5 
Ul quiet you, whatever it be chat he hath dowe; 
wr Job 33: 13. Hy doſt thou ſtrive againſs. hem * 3 
it far be £ivetb: 7:06 @ny account of any of bis 197 fs = 
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> The ſapceam Being muſt needs be an un-{7h 
E accountable and uncontroulable Being. m9 
: It's a ſhame fg7-a Child to ftrive with hi - 
E Father; a ſharve for a Servant to conteniftri 
- With bis M>fer : but for a Creature toquar;ſcre: 
E rel-and ttrive with the God that made himths 
- O how ſhameful is it ? Surely ?tis hight je: 
| reaſonable that you be ſubje& to that Will no 
 Whence you proceeded, and that he whoſit1 
-. formed you and yours, ſhould diſpoſe offirep 
both as ſeemeth him good. It is faid 

; 2 Sam. 3. 36. That whatſoever the King did” 
pleaſed all the People: And ſhall any thingti« 
the Lord doth difpleaſe your? He can dof 
No wrong. If we pluck a Rofe in the Bud 

| as we walk in our Gardens, who ſhall blame] 14 
+ bs for it, it is our own, and we may crop it 

off when we pleaſe; Is not this the caſe Je 
| Thy ſweet Bud which was cropt off before£8* 
E it was fully blown, was crept off by him! 
- that owned it, yea by him that formed' it 

" If his dominion be abſolute, ſure his difpof: L 
| ſhould be acceptable: ' | þG 
| It was fo to good Eli, x Sanuel';. 18, 
I 5s the Lord, let bims do what feemerh him 
| good, And it was ſo to David, Plak 39: 9.f* 


dumb, T opened not my mouth ; becauſe thos kc 
it, O tet it be for ever —__ he 
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moſt bigh over all the earth, Pal. 83. 18. 


mercy, on whom I will have mercy. Here is 
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That he whoſe name alone is Tehovah, is the | 
: The glorious Sovereignty of God. is illu- Y 
d{ftriouſty dfplayed in Two things, his De-. 
lcrees and his Providences. With refpe& to 7 
the firſt he faith, Rom. 9. 15. I will have 
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no ground of diſputing with him; for fo 


it is faid, wer. 20. Who art thou, O man, that -* 


replieſ® againſt God? Shall the thing formed 


ay to bim that formed it, Why haſt thou made 
erhus? Hath not the Potter power over 
e Clay? g 

And as to his Providences, wherein his So- 


veraignty is alfo-manifeſted. It's ſaid Zech. 2. 2 
14. Be filent, O all fleſh, before the Lord, fow | 
he is raiſed up out of his habitation. It's ſpo= } 


ken of his providential working in the chan» 


ges of Kingdoms, and defolatiens. that ate. ! 


tend them. 
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Now ſeeing the Cafe ſtands thus, that the 4 


Mg Lord hath- done iz; it is his pleaſure to have. 
it ſo; and if it had not been his Will, it 
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-- 
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could never have been as it is : He that gave ; 
thee, (rather lent thee) thy Relation, hath * 


taken him. O how quiet thould this Con- : 
ideration leave thee! If your Landlord who 


hath many Years ſuffered you to dwelt in; 
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” his Houſe, do at laſt warn you out of it, 


2 _- 


>. though he tell you not why ; you will not 
* Gontend with him, or {ay he hath done you w, 
- wrong : much leſs if he cell you it will befſ 7 
- morecor his profit and accommodation to wy 
* Fake it into his own Hand, than let it to you ( 
' any longer. . G 
 _ Doubcleſs reaſon will tell you, - you h 
>. ought quietly to pack up and quit it. Ir” ' 
* Your great Landlord from whom you hold ; 
"(at pleaſire) your own, and your Relas ; 
tions Lives, that hath now warned you out 
© from one of them, it being more for his 
glory (it may be) to take it in his own Hand 
b = .death; and muſt you diſpute the caſe 
with him 2? | 

+. Come, -Chriſtian, this no way becomes 1 
| thee, but rather, The Lord gave, and the Lord or 
F bath taken away, bleſſet be the name of the Lord. 
Look off from a dead Creature, lift up thine 
A Eyes to the Soveraign, Wiſe, and Holy Fa 
13 Pleaſure that ordered this Affliction : conſi- ff _ 


4 der who he is, and what thou art ; yea, pur- 


] fue this Conſideration till thou canſt ſay, I am h 
# filled with the Will of God. 
P 2. Conſid. Ponder well the quality of the G 
E: 5: | | 
| comfort you are deprived of , and remember, 

at when you had' it, it ſtood but in the rank 


and 
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and by the having or loſing of them, no 
Man. knows either Love or Hatred. It is 
ſaid of the Wicked, P/al. 77. 14. That they 


that do ſurvive them too; for, They leawa 


yet full of Children, and theſe Children 
live to inherit their Parents Sins and Eſtates 


together. 
Itis th 


e miſtaking of the quality and nas 


into trouble when we loſe them. ink 
there is ſo neceſlary .a connexion betwixt 


are utterly undone when they fail us. -- 


higher, better, and more enduring. things 
than theſe, all theſe may periſh, and yet our 


' | Soul ſecure and fafe, yea and our*:.Cotmor 
|] in the way, as well as end, may beſafeen 
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and order of ' common and inferiour comforts, 

Children and all other Relations are:but 7 
common Bleflings, which God. indifferent» 7 
ly beſtows upon his Friends and Enemies, 7 


are full of Children, yea, and of Children 3 
their ſubſtance to their Babes. Full of $i n, 4 


ture of our Enjoyments, that fo plunges us 4 
We:think -? 


theſe Creatures and our Happineſs, that we 


But this. is our Miſtake ; there is no ſuch | 
neceflary connexion or. dependance, we } 
may be happy without thefe. things. Iris - 
not Father, Mother, W ife, or Child; in which 
our chief Good and Felicity lies, we have 3 
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E =? EM avice a»d ſupport to the Godh, 
| though theſe be gone. ' God hath bettaſy. 
& things to comfort his People with chan theſe. 
F and worſe rods to affli& you with than thi”: 
removal of theſe : had God ler your Chilf a 
” dren live and flouriſh, and given you ea 


| 


4 
8 


| and reſt in your Tabernacle, but in the meat \ 
| time inflicted ſpiritual Judgments upon you 
2 can How much more fad had your Caf E 
. been? > 
Bur as long as our beſt Mercies are all ſafe”? 
the things that have Salvation in them remainf;. 
* andonly the things that have Vanity in then © 
* are removed: you are not prejudiced, of”. 
- much hindred as to the attainmence of you, 
- Hlſt end by the lofs of theſe things. - 
| - Alas, it wasnot Chriſt's intent to purchaſe , 
% for you a ſenſual Contenc in the enjoyment” 
14 of theſe earthly Comforts, but to redeem 
1 you from all iniquity ; purge your Corrup 
17 tions, ſanifie your Natures, wean yo 
Hearts from this vain World; and ſo to di 
Doſe and order your preſent Condition, that 
Inding no reſt and content here, you might 
the more ardently pant and ſigh after the reſtſ 
which remains for the People of God. And £ 
are you not in as probable a way to attair & 
& 


Mma 


1C' 


Re 
0h 


f 


m 


- 


; this end now as you were before ? Do youſe 
| think you are not as likely by theſe = 
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ods of Providence to be weaned from the- 
c ſorld, as by more pleaſant and proſperous = 
nes : Every wiſe Man reckons that ſtation  } 
Und condition to be beſt for him, which 27 
"moſt promotes and ſecures his laſt End and 7 
J : ; x De Gen. | A 
1 Well then, reckon you are as well with- } 
Jout theſe things as with them ; yea, and 2} 
"Fetter roo, if they were but Clogs and 
f, Mares upon your Aﬀections, You have r cal-- : 
#- loſt nothing, if the things wherein your +} 
-Fecrnal Happineſs conſiſteth be yet aſe. * 
Many of God's deareſt Children have 3 
een denied fach Comforts as theſe, and  : 


Imany-have been deprived of them, and yet. » 
never the farther from Chriſt and Heaven 


nþo that. — 
1 3. Confider. Always remember that how ”: 
four and uncxpetted ſoever your parting with your | 
Relations was, yet your Leaſe was expired before? 
, hou loft them, and you enjoyed them every moment 
of the time that God intended them for you. 
'{ Before this Relation, whoſe loſs you la» 3 
>giwent, was born, the time of your enjoy= 7 
[cent and ſeparation was: unalterably fixed 2 
. Jand limited in Heaven, by the God of the: 
ou Pirits of all Fleſh ; and although it was a} 
e.[&cret,to you, whilſt your Friend was with +! 
d your 


10 


s 


+ ES 
3 54 


36 2 dv ite 41, ſupport to the Golly, _ 
you: yet now it is a plain and evident thing, Yb 
” that this was the time of ſeparation before 
| appointed; and-that the lite of our Friend | it 
| could by no means be protracted or abbre- | v 
* 'viated, butmuſtkeep you company juſt fo | it 
* far; and then part with you. | 
* - This, poſition wants no full and clear || 
z Scripture authority for its foundation , how | t: 
E pregnant andfull is that Texe, Fob 24. 5, (nt 
” 6, Seeing his days are determined, the number || 
- of his Months are' with thee: Thou haſt appoin- 
| red bim his bounds which he cannot paſs. | | 
 _Thetimeof ourlife as well as the-place of þn 
| our habitation was prefixed before we were [tt 
” -Jewill greatly conduce to your ſettlement | g 
- and peaceto be well eſtabliſhed in this truth: Jin 
{That the appointed time was fully come, IP 
F when you and your dear Relation parted ; Jo 
 for* it will prevent and fave a preat deal 4 
of trouble which comes from our after Re- IG 
* flections. | 1 
E ©, if this had been done or that omit- Jy: 
| ted, had it not been for ſuch miſcarriages '|L 
| and over-ſights, my dear husband, wife, or + 
Child, had been alive at this day ! no, no, |: 
= the Lords time was fully come, and all I 
things - concurred and fell in together to 
_ h bring 
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. under the loſs of their Relat 1005. $73 
Ybring about the pleaſure of his Will; let”? 
re | that ſatisfie you ; had the ableft Phyſicians * 
1d | in the World been there, or had they that 7 
e- | were there, preſcribed another Courſe, as 
fo | it is now, 1ſo it would have been when they 

had done all. Oniy it muſt be precaution'd,that 
ar {| the decree of God no = excuſes any volun- 
w || tary ſinful negle&s or miſcarriages. God over- «* 
5, | rules theſe things to ſerve his own Ends, but. + 
er | noway approves them ; but it greatly relieves, *! 
z- | againſt all our involuntary and unavoidable * 

Fover-ſights, and miſtakes about the uſe of ? 
of E means, or the timing of them ; for it could 
e {not be otherwiſe than now it is. a 
 Ohbje#, But many things are alledged'a+ 

t [[gainfſt this poſition, and that with much ſeem- 7 
: Jing countenancefrom ſuch Scriptures as theſe 

Plal. 54. 25. Blood-thirfty Men ſhall not Irve 
* Bout half their Days. Ecclel. 7. 18. Why ſhouldft 
il Jrbou dye before thy time. Pfal. 102, 24. O my © 
- [| God, take me not away in the midſt of my days. © 
Iſa. 28. 10. I am deprived of the reſidue of my 
- Nears. And Prov. 10. 27. The fear of + E 
s | Lord prolongeth days, but the years of the wicked 
r || {ball be ſhortned, It is demanded, what tole-' 
, [able ſenſe we can give theſe Scriptures,. 
1 I whilſt we inſert an unalterable fixation'-of ©: 
{the term of death. ; 1; 3-7 -<l 
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z " 90l. The ſenſe of all theſe Scriptures will 
_ be clear'd up to full Satisfaction by diftin- 
| bi deat and the terms of it. 


| Firſt we muſt diſtinguiſh death into} 
bh. Natural 
| - and 
Violent 

' The wicked and blood: thirſty Man ſhall 
not live out half his days ; (;. e.) half ſolong |. 
as he might live according to the courſe of |; 
Nature, or the vigour and ſoundneſs of his Ti 
natural Confſticution : for his Wickedneſs ei- 
ther drowns Nature in an exceſs of Riot and ri 
- Taxury, or expoſes him to the hand of Juſtice, Þ*: 
which cuts him off for his Wickedneſs before |,” 


he hath accompliſhed half his days. by 
"Again we muſt diſtinguiſh of the term or}; 

3 _ Unnie for death, which is either; / 
A General | 

3 or 6 4 

Special ti n 


The general limit now ſeventy or eighty 
years,Pfal.go. 10. The days of our years are three- 
Eo arch and ten, and if by reaſon of ftrength they 
Is fourſcore years," yet 5s their ftrength labour any 
ſorrow. "2G 6 his ſhort limit the Life of”: 
em! is poncatty reduced ſince the FREY | 


"L SED 


vacy the loſs of acer Reletzous. 
and though there be. ſome few- exceptions, 7 
yet the general rule is not thereby deſtroyed; 

The ſpecial limit is that proportion of 7 


time, which God by his own Counſel and #8 
will hath allotted to every individual per- 5 
ſon; and it is only known to us by the +3 
event: This we affirm to be a fixed and 
unmovable term , with it all things ſhall ' 5 
gal in. and. obſerve the- will of God'in 

our diſlolution at that time. But becauſe 
8 the general limit is known, and this ſpeci 
* Flimit, is a ſecret hid in God's own breaſt; 
Therefore Man reckons by the former ac- 
4 -ount, and may be ſaid when he dies at 
\ Fthirty or forty years old to be cut off in the 
J midſt of his days; for it is fo, reckoni 

by the general account : though he be net 
cut off till the end of his days; reckoning 
by his ſpecial limit. 2 4 

Thus he that is wicked dies before his ©? 


in an ordinary way : but not before the" * 


with grief, hath no pleaſure in that; it.is 2} 
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© notproper for him at this time ; and there« 
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”, fore Tihall for the preſent, wave the con- 


. matter,the Lord's time was come. Your Rela 


' and when the parturient fulneſs of that 
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. the open World. 


nor : In reſpe& of ficneſs they die in;a+fullto 
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troverſie, and wind 'up this conſideration 
with an humble and ſerious motion to the 
afflicted; that they will wiſely conſider the 


tions lived with you every moment that God 
mtended them for you, before you had them. | 
O' Parents '-mind this I beſeech you; 
the time of your Child's continuance in the 
womb, was fixed to a minute by the Lord; 


time was come, Were you not willing it 
ſhould be delivered thence into the World? 
The tender Mother would not have it a 
bide one minnte longer in: the Womb, -how 
well ſoever ſhe loved it: And is there not 
the ſame reaſon we ſhould be willing when 
God's appointed time is come to have it de- 
livered by death our of this ftate , which in 
reſpe@ of the life of Heaven, is but as the 
life of 'a Child in the Womb; to ics life inf 


'--And let none fay the death of ChildrenJat 
is 'a prgmature death. God hath ways tofſSa 
rjpen them for Heaven, whom-he intend wi 
to"pather thither betimes, whichwe knowflr 
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Yoge, choiigh they: be' cut of in /tho- bud 6 
(their time. - 
on} He that * appointed the ſeaſons: of: the © 
the} Year, appointed the ſeaſons of -our' Cong= "2 
the (fort in Relations: and as thoſe ſeaſons can- 
la not be altered, no more can theſe. - 'Allthe * 
odficourſe of Providence is guided by an: unal-, »; 
n. Yterable decree ; what falls out caſtally-to' = 
14] our apprehenſion, yet falls out neceſſarilyin. 7 
the reſpect of God's appointment. 2 
d;] Otherefore bequieted in it,this mult needs -j 
hatÞbe as 1t 15. A 
- it] 4. Conſid. Hath God ſmitten your darling:, 
Id? end taken away the delight of your byes with © © 
 aſthis Froke ? Bear this ſtroke with patience and 
ow quiet ſubmiſſion: for how know you but your 
not trouble might have beeen greater from thi life, 
1entbay it 35 now from the rol of your Sib 9 "3 
de-f Sad experience made a Holy Man onceto | 
1 infllay, It's better to weep for ten dead Children,  : 
cheſſthan for one living Child : a living © Child. - | 
infmay- prove a continual dropping,- yea, a 4 
continual dying to the Parents Heart. What 
refija ſad Word was that of David to Abiſhai, 2 > 
tofSam. 16. 1T. Behold, ſaith he, ay Son” + 
nd wbich came out of my Bowels ſetherh my Life.” 


ow I remember Seneca inhis Confolatory Epiitte 2 
fullFto his Friend Marullus, yr in red Fic =, 
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«thus aggravating .the death of his Child, 
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- formed and moulded him ? But, ſaith Seneca, 
(which is more to be feared) he might haz 
” been as others moſtly are 5; for look (faithhe)][ 


- Eare of their education , and prayer for 


Ei mas they did upon his Brother; But wh 
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©, ſaich Marullus, my Child lived 


42, With me, to how preat mi 
Se Epiſt. deftly, gravity and prudence, 


wnight my diſcipline have 


-what Children come even out of the Worthief 
Families; ſuch who exerciſe both their own and} 
.others luſts ; inall whoſe life there is not a dy} 
without the mark of ſome notorious Wickedneſs 
pon it, Pais 

I know your tender love to your Childrenf 
will ſcarce admit ſuch jealouſies of thein,they 
are for. the preſent ſweet, lovely, innocent 
companions ; -and you doubt not but by your 


them, they might have been the joy of you} 


= Why , doubtleſs Efav, when he waſp, 
little and.jn his tender age, promiſed af 
much comfort to his Parents as Faceb did; 
and I queſtion not but aac and Rebeccuf 
(a gracious Pair) 1pent 'as many Prayers f 
and beſtowed as many Holy Counſels uponſhq 
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| under the loſs of dear Relations. 63 * 

d, | the Child grew up to riper years,. then he 
became a ſharp affliction to his Parents; for 

it is aid in Gen. 26. 34. That when Elau 
was, forty-years.old, \he took to Wife Judith. 'the 
vos 4 of - Berith :he Hittite, 2/hich-way 8 
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grief of mind to Iſaac and Rebecca. The 
wv word in the original, comes - :yyar) yh 
from a root that ſignifies to rant amarituds 
imbitter : This- child im- 4977 
bittered the mind3-of 'his Parent; by his re- 
bellion ' againft them , and defpiſing their 
Counſels. 
And I cannot doubt but- 4brabam dif- 
ciplin*d his Family as ſtritly as any of you, 
never man received an higher encomium” _ 
Eirom God upon that account, Gen. 18.149, =? 
WI know him, that he will command his 'Chil- © *? 
Ydren and his houſhold after him , and they ſhalt 
bep the way of the Lord. Nor can I think 
but he beſtowed as many and as frequent 
WSIPrayers for his Children , and particulanly 
1 4flfr his Thmacl, as any of you: We find 
lid;Fone, and that a very pathetical one record- 
ecaled, Gen. 17, 18. O that Ihmael might live 
'CrS Shefore thee: and yet you know how he prov- 
pOled. a Son that yielded him no morecomfore, 


rhelthan Z/au did to Facob and Rebecca: | 
MO. how--much more, common is it for 
X D 2 Parents - +? 
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Parents to\ - he the viees hind Sith of thei 
Children, than their vertues and gracuh 7 
:And'where one parent lives to rejeyce. i 
beholding the Grace of God-ſhining fo 
in theLife of his Child ; there are ewenty 
itmay bean hundred, that live to behold, wr 
their vexation and prief, the workings ( 

- Corruption in them. - : Fe 

2 It is anote of Plutarch 
_=_ Moral. P. his Morals,” Nicveles (fa 
Y he) lived not to ſee the nobliSro 

Victory obtained by - Them:ſfocles his nll - 
Nor Melitades to fee the | Battel his Soalfdi 
Cimon' wor. in the Field. Nor Zantippns teſto 

" Hear his Son Perciles Preach, and make Or br 
tions. Ariſton never heard his Son Plate) k: 
Letures and Diſputations. But Men (faitif.ca 
'-he) commonly live toſee their Children iaſpr. 
aGaming, Revelling, Drinking, and Wh 
ring; multitudes live to fee ſuch _ | 
_ their Sorrow. And if thou be 'a gracioygth 
Soal;. O what a cut would this be to thy ve! 
Heart ! toſee thoſe (as David ſpake of \' 
Abſalom) that came out of thy Bowels to bth 
_ -ſinning againſt God, that God whom thoyſ 
loveſt, and whoſe honour is dearer to the'Sc 
than thy very Life ! jr 

But acuac ny ſhould prove cir ts 


£ 


erfjanc opelal Children, ye! Ciaberſt th haves .- 


5 Mive to ſee more m>ſery come upon. them 
Aſhhan thou- couldft. endure to ſee?  O'think. 
what a {ad and doletul fight was that to Z eder 
tylhieh, Jer. yo. 10. The. King of Babylaw 
," jroughs his Children and ſlew Jp before. his” 
; Wes. Horrid {peRtacle ! and that leads to- 
\'Fehe 
nl 5. Conſid. Nw know you but by his Sroky * 
mw bich you ſo lament, God hath taken them wy 
from the evi] ro come'? 
nf It is God's uſual way: when ſome extraor- 
mdinary calamities are comicFupon the world, 
10 «rt e ſome of his weak andtender ones our-- 
Yof the way by death, Ia. 57. 1, 2. He 
#llaves ſome and removes others, but taketh -. 
F care for the ſecurity of all. He provideda- 
grave for Merhbuſelah before the flood. -The- - 
ve is an hiding place to ſome, and:God- 
5 it better for them to be under ground, 
eq than above ground in ſuch evil ral 
Juſt as a careful and tender Father, 
who hath a Son abroad at School, boting 2 
C'the Plague is broken out in, or near "the place, 
ſends his Horſe preſently to- fetch home his 
eq'Son, before the danger and difficulty be great-- 
er. Death is our Father's pale Horſe, WIBGNT 


{ r— taferch home his —_ Children, > 
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and carry them out of harms way, 


"Surely, when National calamities arel 


drawing on, it is far better for our Friene 


co bein the grave in peace, than expoſedf 
-_ to the miſeries and diſtrefſes that are heref 
- * Whichisthe meaning of Fer. 22, 10. Wee 


mor for the dead, neither bemoan him; bu 


' -weep for him that ES away , for he ſhal 


return no more, nor ſee his native Country. 
And is there not a dreadful found of 


troubles now in our ears? Do not theſ 
clouds gather __ Surely all thing: 

eem to be preparing and 
diſpoſing themſelves for afition. The days] 


round about us 


-may be nigh in which you ſhall ſay, Bleſed 
3s the womb that never bare, and the paps tha 
never gave ſuck. | wi 
Tt was in the day wherein the faith and 
patience of the- Saints were exerciſed that 
Fohn heard-a voice from heaven, ſaying to 
him, Write, Bleſſed are the dead which dies 
. the Lord from henceforth. 
- Thy Friend by an a& of favour is dif 


banded by death, whilft thou thy ſelf ar 


left to endure a great fight of affliction. And 


-now if troubles come , thy cares and fear 
. willbe fo much the leſs, and thy own death 
fo much the eaſier to thee ; when ſo much] 
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ng them. A ». 
nds A tree that is deeply r#oted in the earthz+ *4 
ays] requires many ſtrokes to fell ir, but when its- 2 
ſed roots are looſened beforehand; then an eafie*®? 
bad ſtroke lays it down upon the earth. —M 
6, Conſider. A . parting time muſt needs. © 
come. And why is not this as good as another: > 
You' knew before-hand, your Child or 7? 
Friend was mortal, and that the thread thar. +3 
linked you together, muſt be cut. If 7 
any , one (faith Baſil) had zque- anime ex- © 
if. asked yon, when your Child . cipe nccefſoria , 
ar}. was borng what is that which 9#am mwlri poſt: 2 
is born? what would you. InTum twem tn- 
; | : gent ? 
| have anſwered? Would' you %$,, Ep. 99. 
S not have faid it is a Man? | "ll 
and if a Man; —_y_. Mortal vaniſhing. 2 
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nd, + ge —_ are you ſurprized wid 
FP ps to'ſee a dying thing dead ? 
4 Seneca! $ Ept- He (faith Seneca) who 
Miles, 884 complains that one is dead, 
& complains that he was a Man. All Men are 
2 * under the fame condition, to whoſe ſhare it 
- fallstobe born, to him it remains to die. 
We are indeed diſtinguiſhed by the in- 
 tervals, but equalized inthe iſſue : ir zs 2 
7 ointed- to all Men once to die, Heb. 9. 
EE There is a Statute Law of Heaven in the alk 
3 -Pollibly you think this is the worſt time 
| for parting that could be ; had youenjoyed 
- -ir longer,” you could have parted eaſier, but 
] cx are you deceived in that ? "The longer 
ou had enjoyed it, the lother ſtill you would 
ave-been:to leave i it: the deeper it would 
- have rooted it ſelf in your affe&ion. 
.- Had \God given you ſuch a priviledge 
J as was ONCE granted to the Engliſh Parlia- 
" went ; that theunion betwixt you and. your 
L Friend ſhould not be diffolved, till you your 
” Tal were willing. it ſhould be diflolved; 
When, think you, would you have been 
| | willing it ſhould be diffolved?-  * 
It's well for us and ours that our times are 
; { in God's hand, and not in our- own. And 


| howi immature tack it. ſeemed to be wie 
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it was cut Sow; yet it came to fs Sa : __ : 
a full Age, as a ſhock of Corn in it's bras 
Job-5. 26. They that are in Chrift, and in 
d,f| the Covenant, never die unſcafonably when- 
ref ſoever they die (faith one upon the Text) Þ 
1th} They die in. a good old age, yea .. b 
though they Jie in the So a | Loc.” '\ 
nf Flower of youth, Fr die mn a good old age,(i.e On 
op-N They are ripe for death whenever they die, © 
7. Whenever the Godly die, it's harveſt- time ” th = 
ſe} him: though in a natural Capacity be be cut + 
ne down while be is green, and cropt in thebudor © 
ed} bloſſom ; yet in his Spiritual capacity be never "© 
ut | djes before he isripe 5 God can ripen his ſpeedily, 
er be can let out ſuch warm rays and beams of his 
dy Spirit upon chem, as ſhall ſon maturgte the iy 
1d of ace into a preparedneſs for Glory. © : 
| was doubtle6 the moſt fit and ſex-+\ - 
oe fonable time for them thatever they could 1 
;a-|| die in, and as ict is a fittime for them ,. ſo: 
Dur} for. you alfo. Had it lived ed: FE it. 
Jur might either have engaged you.more, and: 
> Þ ws parting would have been harder z0r 4 
en have puzzled and ſtumbled you more 
| by difcovering its natural corruption ;. arſtt ©! 
are] then what a ſtinging aggravation of your 7 
nd | Fan Srke would that have been? - Th 
. Surely the _— of 'time is: the. 


ES nge« Na; 


© : ws” 3 b 2 and (u p por t fot ; 4 | Godly, , 
Judge of time ; and innothing do we more 
2 dilcoyer ourfolly, and raſhneſs, than in 
E preſuming to fix the times either of our 
- Ccomforts'or troubles : as to our comforts, 
”- we never think they can come too ſoon, we 
E would have them preſently, whether the 
- Teaſon' be fit or not. as Numb. 12. 13. Heal 
 -Ger now, Lord. O let it be done ſpeedily ;Þ 
= Wearc in"polt-haſt for our comforts; and 
-- for our afflictions, we never think they come 
” tate enough ; not at this time, Lord, rather 
--Jtany other time than now. | 
: But it 15 good to leave the timing both 
= of the one and the other to him, whoſe 
+ Works are all beautiful in their ſeaſons, and 
- never doth any thing in an improper time. | 
' _- 7. Conſider. Call.to mind in this day 
* .  frouble, the Covenant you have made with God | c 
t andwhat you ſolemnly promiſed -him in the dajf c 
|. You took him for your God. C 
- + It will be very ſealonable and uſefulſ y 
> for thee, Chriſtian, at this time to refledf t: 
* upon theſe tranſactions, and the trame off y 
| C 
d 


= EG, . 


-: thy Heart in thoſe days, when an heavier 
{load of Sorrow preſt thy Heart, than thou 
t © In thoſe your 'Spiritual diſtrefles when 
& the burden of Sin lay heavy, the curſe of 
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the Law, the fear of hell, the dread ft deat 
-and Eternity beſet thee on every ſide 5 an 
hut thee up to Chriſt, the only door al 
ts, hope : Ah what good'news wouldit- chot 1 
weſ| then have accounted it, to eſcape that ry 
the] ger with the loſsof all earthly comforts !' x 
all Was not this thy. cry in thoſe days; 
y 3 © Lord, give me Chriſt, and' deny ne >. 
ind} © whatever elſe thou pleaſeſt. Pardon wy 
mef} © Sin, ſave my Soul; and in orderto both,” 
her * unite me with Chriſt, and I will never” 
© repine or open my Mouth. Do'whar th ou: 
oth} © wilt with me.; let me be Friendlefs, let: 
zoſe} © me be Childlefs, let me be Poor , "Jer me: 
and} © be any thing rather than a Chriſtlels,, 
>. | © Graceleſs, Hopeleſs Soul. ot 
y o And when the Lord hearkened' to th RK. 
cry, and ſhewed thee mercy when ha 
| drew thee off from the World into thy 
cloſet, andthere treated with thee in ſecrerg? 
when he was working up thy Heart to the® 
terms of his Covenant, | .and' made hes 7 
willing to accept Chriſt upon his own terms RY 
O then how heartily Hil thou fubtnit toH 
| yoak as moſt reaſonable and eaſi ie, 25 at. . ry 
time-it ſeemed tothee ? "ER 


OS aq 
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| lave not hoſe words, or words tothis ſenſe, 
"hb beer bode ered by thee into his ear with a 
|S cropping Eye, and melting Heart 2 
- FE ch elus, here am I a Poor Guilty 
HR deeply laden with Sin, fear and 
5 Or upon one hand , and there is af* 
jaſt God, a ſevere Law, and everlaſting} 
rnings on the other hand ; but bleſſed 
33 be God, O bleſſed be God 'for Jeſus the 
E* Mcdiator who interpoſeth betwixe me and 
"E * It, Thou art the only door of hope at 
* which I can eſcape, thy blood the only 
- * means of my Pardon and Salvation. Thou 
; Fo faid, Come. unto me all ye that Labour 
© and are heavy Laden, Thou haſt promiſed 
© hat he that cometh to thee ſhall in no w'iſ 
3 Fe caft out. 
2 © Bleſſed Jefus, thy poor creature co 
E = zh-to thee upon theſe encouragements : 
+ come, Q but it 15 with many ſtaggerings 
5; - OE with many doubts and fears of the iſſue 
F.cxcc t 3 om willing ro o—_ and make a 
By FI cake t thee this da . 7 "l Lord, 
1 "6 fabmic heart thy ls: 
8 + what thou: wile with me or with min 
© *let me be Rich_or Poor , any ng T 
© nothi is as World| OY 
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” giits 271 ols of ae - -e [at F3 v, "91 2 
iſe, | 48 thou wouldit have me. " Aa I 46 ty ke” '” 
h a f wiſe give my ſelf co thee this dayto be things ©? 

© all 1 am, all Thave ſhall be thine; thine £ nd 
lty I ſerve thee, and thine to be diſpoſed at thy + 
ndF* Pleaſure. Thou ſhale henceforth be m 3 
5 aff higheſt Lord, my chiefeſt Good, my laſt * 


ine | 


Ted Now, Chriſtian, make good to Chrit : & 
the what thou ſo ſolemnly promiſedft him, * 
:ndJ He, I fay, he hath diſpoſed of this tt y - 
at dear Relation as pleaſed him: and is there. + 3 
nly by trying thy uprightneſs_in the Coy Þ 
30u which thou mad'ſt with him : Now where | 
ouris the fatisfation and content thou — 
ſed fedſt to take in all his difpoſals 2 Vere þ 
5 that Covenanted ſubmiflion to his Wi L 
did{t thou except this affliction that is com 


upon thee ? 6 3 
* 8 Didfſt thou tell him, Lord, 1 will | 2 


os | content thou ſhalt when thou. aro 7 be. > 
ue] any thing I have, ſave only this Huls: 
off band, this Wife or this dear hild ; wit 
{| ſerve: this out of the bargain : 1 ſhall Q _ 
yer indure that thou ſhouldſt kill this comme: 
fort? If fo, thou didſt in all this butprowe 
of thy ſelf an hypocrice : If thou was Pa 
g in thy Covenant, as Chriſt had no n 
Y onbiopar, fo thou hadſi none on 
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- It was all. without: any exception thou 
- theft-REpgoedit to him, and now wilt thay 
t- go back from thy Word, ' as one that hadffor 
©. out-promiſed himſelf , and repents thyfs 
E - bargain? Or atleaft as one that hath for-ſpr 
> -. gotten theſe ſolemn tranſaQtions in the dayyſbe 
---of thy diſtreſs? Wherein hath Chriſt failed ds 
+ .-In one tittle that he promiſed thee ? Charge» 
- him if thou canſt with the leaſt unfaith-Jn 
- fulneſs : He hath been faithful to a tittle» 
2 On hispart 5 Obe thou ſo upon thine ; this 
Ip day it's put tothe proof, remember what thou 
| haſt promiſed him. 


> $8. Conſider. But if thy Covenant with 
: God will not quiet thee, yet methinks God' 
| "Covenant with thee might be preſumed to db 
22 | | 
- - Is thy Family which was lately hopeful 
--and flouriſhing, a peaceful Tabernacle, 
” now broken up and fcatwgred ? Thy poſte- 


We 


xy. from which thou raiſedſt up to thy ſelf 
preat expeRations of comfort in old. age 
"cutoff 2 So that thou art now like neither to 
have a name. or memorial left thee in the 
+ earth. "= | 

 Doſt thon ſit alone and'mourn to think 
E whitherto thy hopes and comforts are now 
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thoſſ - Doſt read- over thoſe Words of - Fab, * 
thajſChap. 29. I, 2, 3, 4 5: and comment ups 
hadjJon them with many tears, O that 1 were = 
thelſss in 1donths paſt , as in the day when God ©: 
for-(4 preſerved me | | ahew bis candle ſhined upon my Þ 
lays lead, and when by his light I walked through 
led larbneſ; + ' As 1 wasin the days of my youth, 
reel when the ſecret of God was upon my Taber- | 
ith-ſnacle, hen the Almighty was yet with me, 
eele] when my Children were about me. 3 
this] Yet let the Covenant God hath made with = 
iouſ thee, comfort thee in this thy deſolate con- ? 
dition. I 
7:60] You know what domeſtick troubles holy © 2 
4; David met with in a ſad ſucceflion, not ©? 
4| only from the death of Children ; but which-4 
.| was much worſe, from the wicked lives of © 
ful his Children. There was Inceſt, "Murder, ? 
e,f| and Rebellion in his Family ; a far forer- 
e-f trial than death in their infancy could have 
iff been : And yet ſeehow ſweetly he relieves > 
ve | himſelf from” the Covenant of Grace, in 2: 
to | Sam. 23. 5- Although ny houſe benot 6 py = 
ie | God, yet he bath made with me an everlaſting 
Covenant,. ordered in all things and jones 2 1 
k | his is all my Salvation, and my deſire, although. 
v be make it not togrow. WO 
. I know this TR principally refe ' s .tg-- 
| Chr me. 
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= Chriſt, ſpring out of Dawid's ff 


& Chrift, who was to 
> Family according to God's Covenant made 
> with himinthatbehalf: And yer I doubt not Yiu 
>  buc-it hath another, though leſs principal af. 
E ped upon his own Family; over all the af-Þb 
©  flictions and troubles whereof the Covenant of 

: God with him,did abundantly comfort him. ſe: 
And a it comforted him, although his|C 
is Houſe did noe increaſe, and thoſe that wereJC 
* left were not ſuch as he deſired : So it mayto 
abundantly comfort you alſo, whateverſd: 
troubles or deaths be upon your Families, whoa 
E have an intereſt in the Covenant. For, m 
Firſt, If you be God's Covenant People, [B 
| though he may affi&, yet he will never for-JC 
E get you, Pſal. 3. 5. Heiseyer mindful of bi: f| 
Covenant. Youareas much upon his Heart 

” in your deepeſt afflitions, as in the greateſt ſy 
” flouriſh of your proſperity. tr 
>. You find. it hard to forget your Child, 
* though it be now turned to an heap of cor-J'$ 
Eruption, and loathſom rottenneſs; O how] y 


Fes « Ede Ts 
3 & 32> 
Wea, 3 
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— dothyour mind run upon it night and = þ 
” Four thoughts tire not upon that obje&: 


- 


E Why, ſurely it's much more eafie for you to 
E forger your dear Child whilſt living and molt 
| endearing, much more when dead and 
| adefiable 5 than it is for your God w 


—_ 


-- 
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forget you. Ia. 49. 15. Car a Wom s' 
forger her ſucking Child, that fhe Py cy 
have compaſſion upon rhe Son of ber Womb ® © 
J 1, they may forget, yet will not 1 foge | 
IDCE. 

Can a Woman, the more affe@tionate 
1. fſex , forget her ſucking Child; her own 
his Child, and not a nurſing Child': her own © 
re Child, whilſt it hangs on the breaſt, and 
ay together with the Milk from the breaft., 
er draws love from its Mothers Heart :. Ret 
hoſuch a thing as this be in nature ? ibly i i. 7 

may ; for creature-loye is fickle fre I 
le, [But 7 will not forget thee, it's an r—— 
Or= Covenant. 


art Second! ly, As he will never forget you in - | 
ft | your troubles ; ſo he will order all your! -, th 
troubles for your good; It's a-well ordered 
1, | Covenant, Or a Covenant orderly difpoſoty = 
r-[So that every thing ſhall work together for"; 


: J ranks and di pe your various trotbles fo”; 
as that they in their orders and places. * 
ſweetly co-operate and join their | 
my tomake you happy. 
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© 7» Poflibly you can't ſee how the preſent af- 
 fliftion ſhould be for your good, you areſ 
 Teady 'to ſay with Facob, Gen. 42. 36 
 Toſeph is not, and Simeon is.not ; and ye will take 
E-. Benjamin away ; all theſe things are againſt me. 
> But could you once ſee how ſweetly and or- 
|  derly all theſe afflitions work under the 
- blefling and influence of the Covenant to 
your eternal good ; you would not only be 
> -Quiet, but thankful for- that which now fo 
& -mach afflicts and troubles you. 

*- - Thirdly, This Covenant is not only wel 
-. ordered in all things, but ſure, the Mercies 
| contained in it are called the /ure Mercies 0 
David, Iſa. 55. 3- Now how ſweet, how 
& ſeaſonable a ſipport doth this conſideration 
 giveto God's afflicted under the Rod:! You 
E- lately madeyour ſelves ſure of that creature 
- .comfort which hath forſaken you. It may 
- be you faid of your Child which is now gone 
- as Lamech ſaid of his Son Nvah, Gen. 
 '29. This ſame ſhall comfort us concerning ou 
” work, and toil of our h.-mds. Meaning that 
* his Son ſhould not only comfort them byaſliſt 
- ingthemin the work of theirhands,but for er 
E Joying the fruit of their coiland pains for hi 

Probably ſuch thoughts you have had, and 
- raiſed up to your ſelyes great expeCtations0 
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Comfort in your ol age from it; but-fi ow... 
you ſee you built upon theiSand; 'and x F 
were you now, if you had not a firmer . a 
;kef tom to build upon ? Bur bleſſed be God; the; 
ve Covenant-mercies are more ſure and ſolid } > 
2r-] God, Chriſt, and Heaven, never ſtart or, 
hel) fade as theſe things do. "2 
toſ The ſweeteſt creature enjoyments you | 
be] ever had or have: in this World; Cannot © 
{off fay to you as your God doth, 7 wills 
leave thee nor forſake thee. You muſt 
ell} with your dear, Husbands, how well ſos ; 
ies] ever you love them; you muſt bid adiew # 
off to. the Wife of your boſom , how nearly: 
ow] ſoever your affections be linked, and Heart -: 
10n delightog.f in her. Your Children and you 
be ſeparated, though they be toyou as . 4 
re your own Soul. A 
ayf- But though theſe vaniſh away , bleſſed : 
nef} be God there is ſomething that abides. 
of Though all fleſh be as graſs, and the goodli= |} 
ol neſs of it as the flower of the graſs, Though | 
hal the graſs withereth , and the flower thereof... 
LIK faderh, becauſe the Spirit of the Lord blows: 2 
enfll eth upon it 5 yet rhe word of our God 
imB} ftard for cons; Ia 40. 6, 7,8. There.is 4 
anfo much of ſupport contained in this 
150Yone conſideration , that could: but 1 your: 
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FSaith fix here, to realize, and apply it; 

:2 might lay down my Pen at this Period; 
and lay, the Work is done, there needs no} 
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= 9. Conſid. The hope of the Reſurre@ion 
| Jhould powerfully reftrain all exceſſes of Sorrow 


X73 thoſe that do profeſs it. 


- - Let them only mourn without meaſure, þ 
=who mourn without hope. The Husband-f : 
+ man doth not mourn when he caſts his Seed- 
* corn into the Earth, becauſe he ſows in 
hope ; commits it to the ground with an 
E expectation to receive it again with improve- 
- ment. Why thus ſtands the caſe here, and 
uſt ſo the Apoſtle ſtates ic, x The. 4. 13, 
- Iq- But I ould not have you to be ignorant, 
E Brethren, concerning them which are aſleep, that 
* ge ſorrow not even as others which have no hope ; 
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| for if we believe that Feſus died and roſe again, 
'- even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Feſus will Go 
| bring with bim. | | 


EQ. D. Look not upon the dead as a loft 
| Generation : Think not that death hath a 

| -nihilated and utterly deſtroyed them. Q 
no, they are not dead, but only , and 
# if-chey ſleep, they ſhall awake again. bs 
WEE . | on! 
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don't oy to mak Out: cries a; | 
tions for your Children and Frien th 
you find them aſleep upon their Beds. 
eath is,but a longer ſleep, out of \ 
. | they ſhall as ſurely awake-as ever they 
"1 in the Morning in this World. he 
| I have often wondred at that golden * - 
tence in Seneca, My thoughts —Y 
we; | of the” dead ( faith he) are _Hebwi ante i 
1d. | not as others are ; T have fair Fo == a 
ed-| and pleaſant Apprehenſions of —Y pw 
in them, for TI enjoyed them as FenecaBp-s 
an} one that reckoned I muſt part 
ve-l| ith them ; \and I part with them, as one that | 
ind makes brcommt to have them. 74 


" He ſpeaks, no doubt, of that TE Ef! "Y 


of. ; alley which his - pleaſant Con 
ons of their vertuous ARtions could 
him ; for he was wholly unacquainted W 
| the comfortable and heart-ſfupport porting” ; 

a rine of the Reſurrection. Had he kne 
the Advantages which reſult thence, - » at * 
what a rate may we think he would have; 
Tpoken of the dead and of their _ e?.- 
but this you profe6- to believe, -and- a, E 5 4 
gfink' at a ſtrange rate. O' ſuffer riot Gents w 
and] fin to out-vie Chriſtianity : Let not Page 

g<ballenge che  m—_ — to -0nrMR 3 tho | 
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p hem in a quiet and chef ; <FIO un 


Eder Affiicions: 

|  L beſeech thee, Reader, if thy deceaſed 
; | Eciend have. left. "thee any, ſolid ground ,of | 
- hope that he died intere ed in Chriſt, and 'Þ 
© the Covenant; that | thou wilt diſtinly 
ponder theſe, admirable ſupports which the 


— le. . ak «@ —_ 


ocrine of the Reſurreion affords. % 
E.:- Fiaf, That the ſame Body which was ſo 
4 a'ſpecacle to thee, ſhall be reſto- 
- Ted again; yea, the fame numerically, as 
- well as the "ame ſpecifically : ſo that it ſhall 
E not only be »-bat it was, but the b- it was. al 
| Theſe.c5es ſhall behold him, and not another, | 
x Job I9. 27, &c. The very ſame Body you 4 
1 Kid, or are-now about; to lay in the Grave, | 
” Tha [.be reſtored again : Thou ſhalt find thy H 
;. OV n p Haghand, Wife, or Child, or Friend [ 
' ag I ſay the ſelf ſame, and not ano- [fo 


2 | OY And farther, this i 1S ſupporting, ſhi 
3 Z"=y 2s you ſhall ſee the ſame Perſon, that was Fl 
| Jo. dear to you : ſo you ſhall know them to 


E be the ſame that were once endeared to you 
Z * Earth in ſo near a tye of Relatign—©> 
Indeed you ſhall know them no more 
10 in any carnal Relation, Death diſſolved that 
SM : Buryou ſhall know them to be ſuch as ]* 
Once 
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once were your yes Relations in this World, | 
and be able to ſingle them out among thy bg 
great multitude, and ſay, This was my Fe A4 
f | ther, Mother, 'Husbard Wife, - or Child, . 
1 {This was the Perſon for "whom I wept and 
7 made fupplication, who was an inftrument-- 
> fof good to me, or to whoſe Salvation God, 
. . Ithen made me inſtrumental. | 
» | For we may allow in that ftate, all that © 3 
_ [knowledge which is cummwlative and fins, 22 l 
s | whatſoever may enlarge and heighten our fer». 
licity and fatisfaRtion, as this muſt needs be. * 
 Jalowed to do. Luther*s judgment in this . 
Point- being - asked by his Friends at-;Supper - 
the Evening before he died, —_— thus, ... 
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What ſaid e) befell Adam? "$19 "2 


in in ies! 


In a deep ſleep when God NJ 
formed her 2? yet when he awaked and fw A 
fher, he asked not, What ſhe was, nor whence  ? 
>, ſhe came ? but ſaith, ſhe was Fleſh of his —Y 
2 (Fleſh, and Bone of his Bone. Now:how : 
hs knew he that? He being full of the Holy 3 
u |Ghoſt, and indued with the knowledge of 
> [God, ſpake thus. Afﬀcer theſame manner we © 
-e Jalſo ſhall be in the other life renewed by 3 
at {Chriſt, and ſhall know our Parents, - Our 


£) 
u 
y He never ſaw Eve, but was 
d 
)- 


as [Waves and Children, +  .4*..4 
ce | And > 
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{And this he other things was tha. 


with which Auguſtine con 


Aug. .Ep..6 forted the Lady Tralica af '| 


"oor: the Aa of her dear 'H d, tellin 
3 Fra that ſhe ſhould know him in the Wor 
22 tO: _ among the glorified Saints. Yea, 
” an ater than cither- of theſe, I mean 


- daul, ama himſelf that the Theſſaloni-Þ 
F ”, #n-whom he had converted to Chriſt ſhould * 


. E * bo Hes Foy and Crown of rejoicing in tbe you 
I E-- F the Lord Feſus Chriſt at his coming, 1'Thel. 2. 


29, 20. which muſt needs imply his diſtin] 
ED” lodes of them in that Day, which muſt] 3 

Ea + be;many hundred Years after Death hath &l 
E -. paratedthem fromeach other. Whether this 

ſhall be by the glorified Eyes diff 


4  carhing. any lincaments or property of In 
*. dividuation remaining upon the glorified Be 


- dies .of our Relations ? or whether it ſhall : 


. be: w-immediate Revelation as Adam knew 
b- his : ie -or as Peter, fames, and 'Zoh 
'  kne' «Moſes and Elias, in the Mount, as it i 
* Acute to determine, fo it is needleſs t 
*z -our ſelves about it. 


- 4 ' It is'the concurrent Judgment of foun 
| - Divines, and it wants not countenance fro 
ure and Reaſon, that ſuch a knowled; x 
6 {hall bo in Heaven : and ine x 

. LVL 
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" ander the boſs of p-/4— R, e lations. v4 
ſadneſs of this parting, will be abundantly 4 
recomipenſed. by the joy of that meeting. * 
_ Eſpecially conſidering, * 
©. Thirdly, that at 'our next meeting, they \ 
J ſhallbe unſpeakably more deſirable, ſweet, 

and excellent than ever. they were in- this 
World. They had a deſirableneſs in them 
#8 here, but they were not altogether lovely, 
144 and in oy, reſpe& deſirable ; they had } 


[their infirmities, both natural and moral; -: 


F* but all theſe are removed in Heaven, and for 
ia} ever done away.. No natural infirmities ha 
af | about Glorified-bodies; nor ſinful ones upon/ 
kJ perfected ſpiries of the juſt. Oh whatlove- 
his 1y, creatures will they appear to you then, 
. when that which is ſown now in diſhonour * 
ſhall be raiſed in honour ! 1 Cor. IF. And *: 
then to Crown all, = 
© Fourthly, You hall hive an everlaſting - 
ew £2j0y ment of them in Heaven, never to . + 
oh part again. - The © Children of *the Reſur-. 
ic Te&ion can'die'no more. Lake 20. 36. 
F You ſhall kiſs their pale lips, and cold 
{checks no more 3" you ſhall never fear a- 
nother parting pul], | but La tgerher wvith 
We e Lord for ever, I Thef:” 4. And this - 
EY |: Oe, wh thought. an int 'Cordial in 2 
p this uh bet | Bene EE "I 
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” 86 Advice and ſupport to the God, 
| Jlonians to comfort one another with theſe words. 
T0. Conlid. The preſent felicity into which 
all that die. in Chrift are preſently admitted, 
ſhould abundantly comfort Chriſtians over the 
death of ſuch as either carried a lively hope out 
& of the World with them, or have left pood| 
F © groundsof ſuch an hope bebind them. "2 
> -.. | Some there are that carried a lively hope 
- to Heaven with them, who could evidence} 
to themſelves and Friends their intereſt inf 
_ Chriſt and in the Covenant. Yea, though 
they had died in filence, yet their conver{aÞ| 
| . tions would ſpeak for them, - and the tenoug 
| of their lives leave no ground' of doubtingſ 
# - touching cheir death: others dying if thei 
- _ infancyor youth, though they carried nf 
” fuch an a hope with them , yet thei 
- - have left good 4grounds of hope behinf® 
E chem. -- : YL 
- Parents, now - ponder theſe ground 
you. have-prayed for, them,, you havyiy 
many times wreſtled with the Lord of 
* - their behalf; you have taken holdof Godt 
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4, Why, if the caſe be fo, what abundance * 
iþþ reaſon have you- to be quiet and well-faris- 
ed, fied with what God hath-done'? »:Can'-the 

ut better proviſions and entertainments forthera 3 
cod bere, than their Heavenly Father hath a 1 
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'. Þ bove? | : 
opel* There is 'no Chriftian Parent in'thew 
nce{bur would rejoyce'to ſee his>Child-onttr 
| i-Þand get before him ity grace, - that he may Be 
ug 'more eminent-in/partsand ſervice thawever 


) 


nou 
tins Children» get before us m Glory.as inGrace ? 
' nre you, - and is that matter of nourning 3 
<KEWould not your Child (if heweremnot! 

hin$8orant of 'you) ſay as: Chriſt ''didto? his 


theiftFhey are gotten to'Heaven' 4''!ſew'years vbe- 


{Friends a little before his death 1 whenthe 
nd& {aw them caft down at the thonghe of part-. 


mane, Job. 14:28. If je lowed me ye Would 'fe- 
1 < " ce," becauſe 1 go wto the' Rrbe;\. q:-v. 
fo you value your own ſerifible:comfort 
yaſſfom my bodily preſence witty you, | before 
| ; anfiny . glory and advancement 'in Heaven ? 
« (8 this the love to me ?. Or is it not-rather 
, pHlove? | "| 2:7 8 MA 
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ra be was; And what reaſon-'can' be given *s : 
why we ſhouldnot as much rejoycetofeeotir © * 
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of $0 monkd your need Friend 1 Gy to 
*.you: You have profeſſed much love all 
* along to me, my! Happineſs ſeemed to be 
© very dear to. you 2 _ comes it to paſſ 
f then, that you mourn ſo exceedingly now ?|; 
© This is 6-9 the effe&t of a fond and; 
L fleſhly, than of rational and ſpiritual love: 
*.Itye loved me with a pare ſpiritual love, 
[5 e would rejoyce: that I am- gone to my} 
ather. It's infinitely better tor me to bg; 
*, here, than-with you on earth, under fu; y 
*-and forrow.. Weep: not for me, bur fofj 
FI ſelves. . 1 
© Alas, F -chough you want your Friend'$, 
.. he. wants not-yours : Your car K 
7 tO: arovide for. this Child , but Jeſigg; 
.Chriſt: bath: provided infinitely berter 
-it thanſybu ;corld ; you intended an Eſtawfon. 
hueh&a Kingdom-for it : you thought upaſm; 
br fabh:a Match, bur Chriſt hath forbiſh., 
-all-oebers, and married your. Ghild co- hinfſ.s; 
-Aelk. - :Wanld you imagine a higher, Prefelii 
ment for-the: Fruit of - your Bodies? [er 
3A King from Heaven hath- ſent for yal . / 
© Friend, and do you grudge at the Journey « 
© chink, and think again, what an honalhgz; 
it is to you, that Chriſt hath taken themaſre; 
of ug _ and laid them i in his ownſir 
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7 to[ſtript them out of choſe Garments you! pro-" 4? 
allgyided,- and cloathed them in White Robes: 7 
 belwaſhed in the Blood of the Lamb: ::Lernoe.... > 
pak}your Hearts be troubled, rather rejoyce ex-+ 
w ![ceedingly that God made you Inſtruments! 
and{o repleniſh Heaven, 2nd bring forth an 
ve:IHeir for the Kingdom of God. ' 1:49 0 
Ve 'Your Child is now glorifying God in ;amy  ; 
my[higher way than-you can ; and what though” 
0 dqyou have loſt its bodily preſence\for a time?! 
fifyer I hope you don't reckon that to be your? 
loſs, which turns to God's greater Glory,” - * 
| When 7acob heard his Foſeph was'L0 ol, - 
ndJge19r, he rather wiſht himſelf with! Foſepthi 
Cafthan his  Foſeph with him , in ' waits and: * 
elreights : So ſhould it be with you» ; Yaus. { 
ze yet rowling and tolling-upona rempeſiy-' : 
tafons Sea ; but your Friend is gone. into the. 
Paquice Harbour ; deſire-rather + to :be) there, 
TV8than that he were' at Sea again with. yau.* 1 
m1. Confid, Conſider how vain a thing. all . 
ei - troubles and ſtif-vexation is '- it navway 
Jhetrers your caſe, nor eaſes your Burthen. | 141 
yo "As a Bullock by wreſtling and fweating, 
hn the Furrow, makes his Yoke tobe more 
Favy,, and galls his neck, and fpends_his 
nAfrength the ſooner, afhd 'no ways; helps» 
Witimſelf by that. Why thus ſtands the cals 


—_ 


AY thee, if. tas be as a Bullock unaccu- 
nates | 26. the ro] W hat Chriſt ſaith of 
| come e may lay-ot grieving: (Mat. 6, 2 
3 "my ak by taking Cn add one al 
- bizo: $rs: ſtature ? 

& Cares: may break our ſleep, yea, becgh 
£ - ems Hearts; but they cannot add to- our ſta- 
; ure either ma-natural, .or in a civil Notion : Ja 
{ $6 your forrowing may ſooner break your [5 
Hearts, than- the Yoak God hath laid on 8 

is 
T oy | what is. all this, but as the fluttering J's 
I of a Birdy the Ner, which inſtead of free- [he 
D "= -doth. but the more. entangle it ſelf 2JCt 
| Tt was therefore a wiſe Reſolve of David in| hi 
-this very.:caſe, when the Will of God wa 
ed in the Death of his Child, 2. Sam 

12: 23. Bur now be:is dead, wherefore ſhowdſ 90 
 Tfþ# Cabh  bzm-back again? I ſhall gt 
m, ad reap eergharty Mes I. 
- :;Cankl n ?'No, I cars! 
F . no-more alcer the purpchs and work of Godl 
than 1 can'change the ſeaſons .of the you anc 
. ax alterthe Courſeof Sun, Moon, and Stanfor 
oe difturb-che-'Order of the day and night. __ 
which areallunalterably eſtabliſhed by afirr 
Conlbtation and Ordinance of Heaven, po 


| Wy ar. TORY hf ©: -" : 
As theſe _— cannot. "be hr ry 
Man , fo neither can this courſe and way of. 
his Providences be changed, Job 23. 13. 
He is of one "mind, and who can turn bim? ' 
And what hic ſoul Jefireth even that . he doth. -F 
k [ndeed while his pleaſure and purpoſe are” 7 
+ unknown to us, there is room for Fate 4 
1: Jand Prayer to prevent the thing we fear : 
ir [Jur when the purpoſe of "God is manifeſted 
n igthe Ifkue, and the ſtroke is given, then ic 
s the vaineſt thing in the World to fret and 
ex our ſelves, as David's Servants. thoi She. 
he would do, as ſoon as he ſhould hear the © 
Child was dead.: bur he was wiſer than ſo, 1 
his Tears and. Cries to God hefore , had had the. 0 
re and uſe of means to prevent the Af. © © 
7 ok bue when it was COme , and conld. 
{| not be prevented, then they were of nous by 
to no purpoſe. in the World : Wherefore ſhould. £ 4 
T faft ; 4. 4. To what end, uſe or purpoſe” Y 
an Will 13. be now ? | 
Well then, caft not away your ftren 26h. 1 
and fpirits to no adyanta reſerve. them. 4 
for future Exerciſes and Tryals. Ti me - 
may come that you may: Reed all” 4 
J ftrength you have, arid much more. eo: fuj = - 
MR SPUN Burchens than this... Ce 2 


E 4”. 


F. all your loft Comforts in Relations, double ti 
6 Jon, if you meekly (ubmit to him , and patienth 
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12. Conlid. The Lord is able to reſto 


wait upon him under the rod. 
_When Efau had loſt his Blefling, he ſaid, 


Hoſt thou but one Bleſſmg , my Father ? Gen, 


27. 38. But your Father hath more Bleflin 
for you than one ; his Name is The Father of 
Aercies, 2 Cor. 13. He can beget and 
create. as-many Mercies for you as he plea- 
ſeth; Relations and the Comforts of them 
are at his Command. | 

Ic is but afew Months or Years paſt, and 


F _ theſe Comforts whoſe Loſs you now lament 


were not in being ; nor did you know 
whence they ſhonld ariſe to you, yet tht 
Lord gave the word, and commanded them 


EF for you : and if he pleaſe he can make the 
| deathof theſe but like a Scythe to the Mea - 
..dow that is mown down, or a Razor to the 


we. an ww te, Aw oq 


head that is ſhaved bare ; which though it| | 


lay you-under the preſent trouble and re- 
proach of Barrennels ,' yet doth but” make 


+ way for adcuble Increaſe, a ſecond” Spring 


with advantage. _ CY ANION 
'So that as it was with the Captive Church 


1 "= in reſpect of her ſpecial Children in the * 
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of. her Captivity and Reproach, the Lore ; 
- i{t9-her own aſtoniſhment, Ia."42. 20. The 4 
enth chuldren which: thou ſhale - have after thaw: haſt 4 
loſt the other, ſhall- [ay again in thy years, "the 
aid, place #5 too ſtreight for me, grue place to me that 
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zen. 7 dwell, 4 Fa 
ing... Thus may he deal with you', as'to.your } 
r off natural: Children and Relations : - So- that 7 
andf)-what the Man of God ſaid to. Amaziatr, 
lea-ſ 1 Chron. 25. 9, may be applied to thecaſe ih 
emf hand, Amaziah ſaid to the man of Godghut what * 

ſhall we do for the hundred Talents? And the 
ind 19a of God anſwered, The Lord is able to: giue | 


ent thee much more than this. K/ 


hel and Relations ? Death hath robbed meof 
mJ all Comfort in them. Why, the Lordiis-: 
he] able to give you much more.” But ther 'as 7 
ea.| £ver you expett to ſee your future Blellings. 3 


hel multiplied , look. to it, and che [careful zhie 
it ee neither diſhonour God,,:; Do: 
-e.4 him, by your unſubmifliv6and:hpd 3 
ke Cam under-the preſentRage.. © a it 7 
ag], God took away-all Fob's.Childrem, and 

that'ar one.ſtroke, and theitroke.inimediate 7 
| and extraordinary : and that , whenithey | 
y | Were grown .up, and PLULL caſt. ome - 
8 & E 


D I+ - oy. 
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"98 pand ſupport to » dhe Goth; 
"of: "vx in diſtin ant -- yea, whilſt 
Were emcyprny each other by the'mu- 
F EE 7 av (rage of. —, | This ' muſt 
Iv yielded: to: an. extraordinary Fryal; 
b. yer he meekly- receives, and patiently bears 
'- nt fromthe Hand of. the Lord. 
3 You have heard of the patience of Fob, | 
| "(faich the Apoſtle, Fam. 5. 11.) and of | 
© Ihe! end. of: tbe Lord. Not only the 
'-end-or- intention of the Lord in al his "Af 
Micions; but the happy End and Ifſue the 
'Eord gave to all his Afiitions, of which 


| 


a kt <4 yo mA A. yy pas adn. ad. 4 


E iyoa have the -account , Job 42. 1e:. Th} j 
= *Eoxd gave 'fob twice as much as he had before. ; 
” The number of his Children was not double | | 
| dw what hethad, as all his other Comforts || | 
-. were: but though the Lord only reſtored}. 
| the ſame-number c him again that he took || ; 
Away its. like the comfore he had inf} ; 
' _ thele- net "4 Fpeftdofre was double to. what heff ; 
hdd mo There's nothing loſt by || | 
Mk [paticntly, > omar NR ; 
p50 

| 
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| Pla #8. my Bar hot Lag wile feb mM) 
= ers Wal God will enlighten my 
. ' - Every 


Friends,..is a Candle Ford, ws | ; 


and waſted at laſt ; _ but ofrentimes it ; falls 
- out with them as with Candles, da + 1 


we are in darkneſs for the preſent, | 7 


' that blew gut the Candle, canlighe. up and. - 
ther. Thou Lord: ſhall light my candle. ,. h 
Lord my God ſhall PLS my darkneſs, © 


way ithat.trouble and darkneſs, which: or pre: 


the day. of her death, 2.5m $ 23%. Do 4 


FL Fe 6 oy # Safe 


MT. Aon 5 , £ 
FORT. 


F. | ge . the he fe of i R Ra , lat ; 59 


| Every comfortable Fajoymngy + wh. | 
ther it be, in Relations, E A 


for our - comfort i in this 


and thoſe that laſt longeſt will be conſumed q 


blown out before they are ,half c | 
yea, almoſt as ſoon as lighted up, and chen 


It's a dark hour with us — cheſs 2 
forts fare put out : but David's. Faith: did, # 
and ours may comfort us with this," That he-- 


AR 


is, the Lord will renew my comforts, altar 
the preſent ſad" eſtate | am in, and. chaſe a+ 4 


ſent yes upon me. ; Only beware of O 


Comforts come and, 0. Michal 
the Lord, and th 


ding him at whoſe beck you#'Lighe bt F 5. 


Hannab' waited tmankly; 
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| dition with 'that comfort when ſhe was as ſ hc 
| a Lamp deſpiſed. There's no comfort yo ud 
'. have loſt] butGod a reftore it, yea," dow! in 
E- oh it in Kind , if he fee it convenierit for ar 
| you * And if not then, th 
1403; Conf id. Confider, Though be ſhould dem G 
K$-:15<4 more comforts of that kind, yer he batt C 
| far bt Her to beſtow nes Jus, fach as theſe de-|| P 

' ſefve 1 not to be named wit 
You have an excellent Scripture to this] A 
þ ac in Iſa. 56, 4, 5. For thas ſajth thi at 
Ee unto-the Eunuchs that keep my $ oBaths, It 

and chooſe the, things that pheaec me, and take 

| bold of "ry Covenant ; even to them will T give] tl 
b m my bouſes and within my walls a place and afj tl 
= Haſhr. better than of Sons and of Daughters} E 
 T will giye them an everlaFting name that ſhall E 
I -wor be cut- off. ( 
Mens - Names are faid to be continued A 
F-Y -_ = Hh in their > - 
Pagi. Tue eſpecially , and con h 
Mink -* quently to fail in fach a © 


D225 Fs - wanted iſſue, Numb. 17. 4. 
And a murteroas Hue is deemed no ſmall 
2 PRL- 127, 4, 5” [God therefore 
| J here to fu ly and make good theſ 
the, py of whatſoever either 
ond, honour 


+ m4. 


"ol 
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Gu @ A 


we, Ae... 22. A: > —T x 


bw 


inp them ep fa ther? honour} - © 
and more durable ;' a Name pn, 
the Name of Sons'or Daughters.-- 


ty wait oft him for their: comfort?! "Fe Hets 


in ſo-eminent a Degree; - that they have lic- 
_ tle valued their comfort'in Children in com> | 
pariſon with chis Comfort, 


It's a greater honour to be che Child oX.; 
God, than to have the greateſt Honour or 2 
Comfort that ever Children affotded th | 
Parents in this Wortd. I 
Pcor heart, thou art not dejeted 1 {bs E 
AMiRion that lyes upon thee, a if 3 
and comfort were now cut off from thes 4 
in this World. * 
A: Cloud dwells upon all other C 4 
this Afiftion hath fo imbittered thy a 
that thou rafteſt no more - in any: other + 
earthly Comforts, than in the. White of an. 
O that thou didft bnt conſider” the . 
Confolations that are with God for fuch as: 
anſwer his: ends in AﬀMiction , and 7 parient- * 


forts for you far tranſcending 'the 
of Children. 16 i. 3 
This ſome have found 'when their Chil -: 
dren have been cut off from them, and'that 


; pr 4, 4 Jee 4 nd oy ” my be God, 


tz Me [7 quan ln. 1 
| dag int in hand, a; I find-ic re 61 
EI aye. and worthy Author of '% 


Excellent Book entity. |<: 
1, The fulfilling of the Scrip- 


S) 
1 « c "Anocher onable Ps of Grace, a 
IF FE oneod 0 le Paſſage in his Con-| 3 
| Ro _ quia One Patrick] p 
« Mer wh. ined. the Weſt. Parts] C 
E., paced whoſe heart, / in a.remarkable | b 
F. {$4 rd.touched, and after his Con- 
C 


verſion (as rh ſhewed : apy, Clniſſian 
> © Friends). was in ſuch a.frame 1o affected 
| 6 Fees New World, wherein he aged 
©. tred, the Diſcoveries of God, and of a 
” £ life to come;. that for ſome Months to- 
| < gether he did ſeldom ſleep, but was tilt 
- + raken up in wondering. . His life was very 
I - nmariape for omen, and near Con- | 
XE; as wort, to. be notice , one ter 
= og rc Jp.co 5 16 his only fan; ſud- 
E 4 edgoly So ay W Death , he retired 
F, | s, and when he came 
, that to.thoſe 
x thereof, -and. 

a time; 
* be 
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© ment with the Lord, oben 7 mn after. 
6 wards _— be would be 00n8ens.: fail (0 Fe iS 7 
c. Sox - 4-48 Is 
Oh what aſiveet exchang 'e Hd he made. & 
Surely he had 'Gold for Braks, a Pearl for : 
aPebblez a Treafure for' a Trifle ; for {6 = 
great, yea, and far er is the dif To- Z 
portion betwixt - the {weet, light of (Gods : 
Countenance;- and the faint dim light-of che * 
beſt Creature-enjoyment. 

Would it pleaſe the Lord to make this | 
Sun ariſe and: ſhine upon you : ow 
the Stars that ſhined with a dim an 


þ « 


= 0% "0D fs 4 Hy 


tuch gain by the exchange, as would quick 


- hours be as this, ſo that. I may ſee 
what I now do. How gladly would I part } 


fort Town in this World. 


| ames. 


owed light are gone down, you wnaate 


ly make you caſt in your Votes with him we - 
now mentioned, and fay, Lord, let lerovery. | 
day be fuch as this funeral day, lerall 

ms 7 


with the deareſt and neareſt Creature: colth- 2 


The gracious and tender Lord hath his 
divine Cordials reſerved an purpoſe for fach 
Gd Hours: theſe are ſometimes giveri before © 
Corr piayal to mary and In 


, to- it. _ 
1 have | 


F : 34 have often heard ir Gome the Mouth , ef 
 and- found-ic in the "Diary of a fweer þo- 
E GCliriftian" now : with" God , That a little 


” band by death, there: was ſuch an abun- 
Þ > out-let of the love of God unto her |, 
Soul, for ſeveral Days and Nights follow. 

* ing'; "that when che Lord took away her | - 
 Husband by Death , though he were a 
| gracious, and. ſweet t empered;. and by her 
moſt tenderly beloved Hust Husband ; the was 
E ſcarce ſenfible of the Stroke ;, but carried | | 
quite above all earthly things, their com- Jhe 


F forts and their troubles ; So thas ſhe hadſefi 
| almoſt loſt- the thoughts ' of her dear Hus-| : 
| band in' God.. And had not the Lord taken f 
* this courſe with her, ſhe condudedthatblow | K: 
| hadnot been poſlible to be born by her, ſhe th 
| muſt have ſunk wichour ſuch a preparative. Þ $a 
- *tzA-Hutband,:a Wife, a Child, are great, | »; 
| ery great things, as they ſtand by other th 
| Creatures, but ſurely they will ſeem lirtle | © 
* things, and next to nothing, when theflin 
F Lord ſhallſer himſelf by chem beforn the Fucl te 
3 And how. know you, but God hath us 
* bid-cheſe earthly comforts ſtand aſide this || 1x 
| day! ro make: way; for Heavenly ones ; It} 
; _ wm God is coming to communicate him. 


ode he hſ?'of dee Relarionr” ron 
1f' more fweetly, more - ſenſibly than ever Þ 
0 oobring Souls ; and theſe are the providencts 2 
tle lofiich muſt caſt up and prepare the way of” 
us: fthe Lord. Poflibly God's meaning in -rh 
IN- Death is bur this; Child, ſtand afide, chow 
er fart in my way, and filleſt my place in thy 
w- [Parents Heart. 

 14- Conſfid. - Be careful you exceed no. in 
our grief for the loſs of earthly things, con= 
ering that Satan rakes the advantage of all 
extreams. | 

You cannot touch anyextream, but you will 
N- Jbe touched by that Enemy whoſe greac- 
d feſt advantages lye in aſſaukingyou here," 
S f| -Satan is called the Ruler of the darkne 
aff this Wold, Eph: *6. 12" (5.4. ) 
" | Kingdom is ſin ported by darkneſs. Now! 
ef there is a twofold darkneſs, which meu 

Satan great advantage : the darkneſs 
+ þ 91ind, viz. ignorance, and [the Sirkne of of 
Ti the Aotdditians > "1% Trouble-and afftiction.' 
e [Of the former the Apoſtle: ſpeaks chiefly". 
e fin thar Text: but the latter my is by him of- 
| ten Improved, to carry on his deſigns npon' 
1 us: When it's a'darkhour of trouble with | 
1 us, then is his firteſt ſeafon cotempe. - 
] 


'*That cowardly Spirit falls opiate Bag 
ple of God when they-are down and low © 
in 3 
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E þ : Sp! pirit,. as p="E as ons, Satan oaldad 
b- Ver. nave deſired that the hand of God Thoulif 
| haye been ſtretched out upon Fob's Perſon, 
3 , and Children; but that he promiſed( 
E- himſelf a notable advantage therein to poy- 
> fon. his Spirit with vile thovghts of God. 
- Do this (faith he) and he will curſe thee to: 
es _ ©" Ln pl 
" What the Plalmit obſerves of natural, W 
is.as true of metaphorical Darkneſs, Pal. 1 04 de 
| 20. Thou makeſt darkneſs, and it is night, | 
& herein all the beaſts of the foreſt do creep forth, 
| the young Lions roar after their prey. 
k- hen it is dark Night with Men, _ic's 
3 noqnday with Satan ; (.5. e-.) our ſuffering 
4 rime his buſieſt worki e, many a dil- 
EET bon dow 2nd ere. ap 
” on our affliction, w hich are much moredan- 
J gerous. to Lines the allen. it ſelf, $- 
E | Ss. he Inje 5 thoughts 
F into the afflited Soul, 512 I _ 
off from before thine eyes, Pial. 21. 22. & 
F Lam. 3. 18, 19. A4y hope 5s periſhed from 
the Lord, remembring my affiition and my. mi 
* (ery, the wormwoed ang the gall. 
| - Sometimes he ſuggeſts bard thoughts of 
- God Ruth x. 20. The Lord bath tak 1 
E:” hows with me, Yea, that he hath d Dax 
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te. | ander the boſs of deay-Relatyont- 


I ne. nore Cm with: wp than any oth 4 
Ham, 1. 11. See and behold if _ Yr 
fo al row like unto my Sorrow which is done-un 
iſed i” we , wherewith the Lord bath afflicted. me 

OY fin the day of his fierce anger. 
od. | And ſotnetimes murmuring and repining. 
e 19Jthoughts againſt the Lord ; the Soul is di 
In at the hand of God' upon it. ws 
al, [was angry at the hand of God, andfaid,;1. 
04. {do well to be angry even-unto death, Jonah 4. 9.- 
bt, | What diſmal thoughts are theſe? And how 
#6, | much more afflidtive to a gracious Soul than” 
the loſs of any outward enjoyment in Th 
ts | World? 1 
ng And ſometimes very religious and cha, WY 


if- | tical pi) ag as if there were no-priv 2 


p- {| to be had by Religion, and. all — 
N- {| zeal and care about Duty were. lite: be 

than loſt labour, Pfal. 73. 13, 14.” 
ts f' 1 have cleanſed my heart in vain, 
ut. my hands in innocency ; 5 ff for all the day long T 
X | bave been plagued ; and chaſtened every mare. .. 
7 


nn = 

- | By theſe things Satan gets no ſmall ad. 2 
| vantage upon the afflited- Chriſtian 5 tor: 
f | albeit thefe thoughts are his burthen, and: * 
j God will not impute them to the condemr , 3 
nation of his People z_ yet chey rob the Soul: © 


- of peace, and hinder it from Duty, and make 
” 1tat uncomely under affliction, to the ſtum- 
© bling and hardening of others in rheir Sin; 
| bewaretherefore leſt by your exceſſes of Sor- 
* row ye give place to the Devil: weare not 
& - ignorant of his devices. 

16. Conſid. Give no way ro exceſſive ſorrows 
open the account of affiie ion, if ze hawe any re- 
* gard to the Honour of God and Religion , 
+ which wil! hereby be expoſed to reproach. 

| Tf you flight your own honour, don't 
| flight the Honour of God and Religion 
| tOO. Take heed how you carry it in 4 
{ day of Trouble, many eyes are upon you. 
{ It-is a true obſervation that a late worthy 
- Author hath made upon this caſe : 7/har 
E © © © will the Atheiſt, and what 


- pendix to Selo- 5 bes they ſhall ſee this? So 
E _—_ 7 OY I ſottiſh *and malicious they are, 
E-IE- that if they do but fee you in 
F affliftion, they are ſtraight way ſcornfully de- 
E manding ; Where 1s your God? 

| "Bur what will they ſay, if they ſhould 
ear you 'yeur ſelves unbelievingly cry ont 3 
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: boaſt of, which you fee how little it does for 
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3 "M. M: his Ap- will the prophane ſcoffer ſay 


* There is our God? Will they not be ready | 
to crys © This is the Religion they make ſuch | 


them - 


under the loſe of dew Relations. 107? 
them in a day of extremity.: they talk of pro- * 
miſes, rich and precious promſes ; - But where * 
are they now-? Or to what purpoſe do. they 
lerve ? They ſaid they had a treaſure in;beg- 
ven; What ails them to mourn ſo then if their 
Riches be there ? 4 

O beware. what you do before the 2 
World z they have eyes to ſee what ;you ? 
can. do, as well .as ears to hear what you 
can ſay. And as long as your carriage.un- 
der troubles is ſo much Fike their own, they 


Pl. 
«$5 


it is ro the Heart to have an ableg, fairhfil } 


| as much caſt down, : 


will never think your Principles are better '} 
than theirs. Carnal worldlings will be drawn 
to think that whatever fine. talk you mnght * 
have about God, , and. Heaven, . your Hearts 2? 
were moſt upon the ſame.things that theirs - 
were, ſince your - grief- for their removal is ; 
as great as theirs. 


They know by experience what 2 ſhy 


Friend to=depend upon,, or . to have ho 
of ' a great: Eſtate ſhortly. to; fall .ro.them ; * 
and they'l never be perſwaded you have any } 
ſuch ground of comfort, if they ſee you © 
as they; that pretend to 


# 7+ 


no ſuch matter. cielo. Hah 
By this means the precepts.of Chrilt to 
conſtancy and: contentment in all "of 
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” pi cine ©o be lookt upon Nike thok 
p "Me "Sroicks) only as magnifica wverba , braif 
ords, but ſuch as are impoflible to 
Srattifed ; and the whole of the Goſpi | 
vill be taken for an airy notion, ſince thefj 
«that —_ p—_— rag to it, arengn 
more halpechereby Is 
O what a heme is it that Religions þ 
ſhould in this caſe'make no more diffex 
'Tence betwixt Man and Man ? Wherefor 
| Thew to the World (whatever their com 
*. mon cenfures are) that it is not fo mud} ; 
| Your care to differ from them in fo q't 
Mt ,- and litde ſtriatneſs, as in hal 'v 
nil contempt of the Worldſ'1 
To heavenly -mindednef ; and now let} 
- theſe Graces difplay themſelves by your; 
.-chearfal, patienc deportment under all your. 
"grievances. j 
Wherefore hath God planted thoſe exJ 1 
| , Eellent graces in your Souls, but that he 1 
| © might be glorified, and you beneficed by 
"the exerciſes of them in cribulation} 
Su __ theſe be ſuppreft and hid, and no-|: 
6: but the Pride, Paſfion, and Unmor-|. 
b #= earthlineſs of your Hearts ſee on work[' 
and; diſcovered-in' time of trouble, 'what|” 
2 2 fur, what* a*wound ' will you give to theſ]: : 
| 0 8loriow| 


"os oe fi OE 


a then if your Hearrs' be rugly' gracious 
Ye. will pierce you deeper "tha ever” your + 
of by aff lietion which Scaling? Kt, ad. 4 2 
' F beſeech you" therefore be render of the 
kn ſname of God, if you will not be ſo of 3 
[your own peace and comfort. E 
gioſ: 6, 'Conſid. Be quiet aud hold 
feſt tle know how many mmercies arts ce in the » | 
220K # this affiition. Cr 
om” Great are the benefits of a ſharp' toning 3 
_ affliction to the People of God 'at ſome 
F times, and all might have them atall time 
were they more” careful to improv e the 
rd, Holy David thankfully acknowledgeth, Pfal. } 
le 119. 7t. Ir is good for. me that I bave bees | 
ourſ afficted. 3 
ou”. And ſurely there's' as much goodin them 2 
for you, ' as for him ;_ if the. Lord ſanQifie + 
ex them to ſuch ends and uſes as his vers fandis- A 
W fed unto. © 4 
-  guch, a. ſmarting rod /as this | came” not. 
NT before there was need enough of it, and ? 
10- ol provi you ſaw the needof fame awakning 
" T [trig your ſelves ; but if not, - "the 
d'did; he johk not nor up the Rod 1 to ſimiſte © 


Ke faithfulneſs, - arid tend -loveto | ; 
tel fouls Called upon him'to'© ; 
USE. 


6; hy now. - fir penſive under. the Rod)g 
_ ad! neing and .deploring the. Joſs of 
' ſome: earthly:.comfort , your. Heart js, furl | 
"charged with lorrgw.,. your eyes run;dow: 

. upon every. mention and remembrance of 
+ your dear. Friend. Why , - if . there, wen 
RO this alone mey diſcover the nee: 


..heart w age to this ag comfort ? 
_— A, ;You ſee that your. affections we 
funk many, degrees deeper into the cre; 
fure ..than you are. aware of : and. wh 
Thould.God do in. this caſe. by. you ?. Should* aa 
. he ſuffer you to pre to the creature mor 
and more ? Should he permit it to purloit A 
- and exhauſt your love and delight, and F 
. ſteal away, your, Heart from” himſelf 
* . This he. could nor; do and love -you. The 
more impatient you are under HI J- 
- Hears need you had of. it. 
.,. And what 3 if b 


ts 


pa -pur of. that © pas, 
[piritu 
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4 Þ "ane 1 th 


00] his really poinds top you, Pe if he | 
of 7, Sleepon : He is jbyned to Idols oy 
Sen alone, he is departing from methe fe 
"I 2ain, to a broken Ciſtern, let him go. "8 

Yea, What if by this ſtroke u one © 
en of the pleaſanteſt things you had in' this 3 
en J World, God will diſcover to you, TIS "MF 
nfibly and effectually than ever , the va- 2 
Mary both of that and all other earthly com- -/ 
ws, ſo as that 'you ſhall from ecelorth ij 
þ let forth your heart, your hope, your 7} 
as and delight to.any of them; as you did. . * 
fore? You could talk before of the 3 
eatures vanity; but I queſtion whether 
ever you had ſo clear and convincing 4+ 
.} fight of its vanity as you ' have this "day 2: 
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EC wy And is not this a conliderable mercy in your 2» 
If! Eyes. «HJ 


ho Now, if ever, God is weaning You from "8 
all fond opinions, and vain 'expectations* * 
ſ from this World ; by this your Fadgement” © 
of the creatures is relfif ed, and your affe&#i-. 4 
J os to all other enjoyments on earth mode 
rated: And isthis nothing ?  O. doubtleſs 
jg it is a greater mercy to you, than to have 20 
«, | your Friend alive again. - 
x And what if by this Rod your wander- .; 
4; ing, gadding heart ſhall be whipped home to 2 
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= God? - your/ Negleted Duties revived,lt» 
E your decayed communion with God reſto-[9f 
red, a _ tual Heavenly frame .of hearth, 
= recovered ? What will you ſay then ? > 
- Surely you will bleſs that merciful handſy 
2 -- which removed the obſtructions : and aj, 
= dorethedivine Wiſdom and-Goodnefs, that o 
by ſuch a device as this recover'd you to hifn-|of 
}- fel Now you can pray more conſtantly, 
-” more ſpiritually, more affectionately than be 
fore: Oh blefſed Rod which buds and 
bloſſoms with ſuch fruits as theſe! Let this] 
E be written among your beſt mercies ; forſ'©: 
you ſhall have cauſe to adore and bleſs Gall 7, 
eternally for this beneficial affliction. c: 
|. 17. Conſider. Suffer - not your ſelves to bf 
-. tranſported by impatience , and ſwallowed up ff tc 
: grief, becauſe God hath exereiſed you under al gy 
E  ſonart Rod ;, for as ſmarting as it is, it"s compa F 
|  ratruel a your ſtroke to what others as good aiff h; 
your ſelves have felt. | 

Your dear Relation is dead ; be it ſo, tc 
here is but a ſingle death before you, but n 
others have ſeen many deaths contrived in | 
E . to oneupon their Relations, to which yourf C; 
 -1s nothing. | Ta 
I Zedekiah ſaw his Children murdered be 0 
| fore hiseyes; and then had thoſe Eyes (ala B 
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d,ltoo late) put. out. wo worthy Autho e-3 
to- xcellent book fore- WET 
Oe ji f a The fulfilling. 
art][mentioned , tells us of a ono ee 2 
| ly. Gentle- T- Þ 
choice and godly Gen _——_ 3 
nd[woman in the North of C 
| lreland , who when the Rebellion brakes * 
hat out there, fled with three Children, one. "7 
of them upon the breaſt ; they had not 
* far before they were ſtripped naked |; 


y, 2 
delby the 1, who to their admiration ſpared .* 
their lives (it's like, concluding that cold and; 
hi hunger would kill them) afterwards going 
on at the foot of a River which runs to & 
Locheach, others met them, and would have 2 
caſt them into the River : but.this Godly, 
"Woman, not diſmaid, asked a little liberty 
fo pray, and as ſhe lay naked on the frozen 
7 af ground, got reſolution not to go on her own. 2 
pa Feet, to ſo unjuſt a death, upon which _} 
aff having called her, and ſhe refuſing, was * 

dragged by the heels along that rugged way. ? 

of to be caſt in with her little ones and compa= - 7 
ny. | 3 
But ſhe then turned , and on her knees 
ſays, you ſhould, I am ſure, be Chriſtians, 7 
and Men I fee you are; in taking away, + 
our miſerable lives you do us a pleaſure ++ 7 
But know that as we —any wronged you, 
| 2. Or 
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& nor yours, you muſt remember to die alſgþble 
2 yourſelves, and one day give an accounſſher 
=. ofchis cruelty to the Judge of Heaven anor 
> Earth : hereupon they reſolved not to murſ} E 
= ter them with their own hands, but curnſin « 
ed them all naked upon a ſmall Iſland igfria 
2 the River without any proviſion, there tqþy ' 
| periſh. ” Iz 
= _ The next day the two Boys having crepy. £ 
+ aſide, found the hide of a Beaft which hagate 
been killed, at the Root of a Tree ; whic|Ger: 
the Mother caſt over them lying upon thqmit 


by 
o 


dug ot Fire, whicliHe: 


3 inary divine ſupport J 1 
- Wwhatcould this do ? ] ho) 
 ” Thus they lived Ten days without any toc 
* viſible means of help, having no BreadJin 
& bar Ice and Snow, nor drink except Water] Juf 
+=. The two Boys being near ftarved, ſhqRo 
+. preſſed them. ro go, out of her ſight , - y | 
"E ad 4 ABD: Ne —" 
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I{ble to ſee their death : yet God &clivered 
unfthem as miraculouſly at laſt, as he had wp 3 
_ zorted them all that while. 
- But, judge whether a natural death,” itt. 
D nb ordinary way , be comparable to ſcha 4 A 
ieferial as this! And yet'thus the Lord. did 
q this choice and eminently Pay Wor "oY 
Nan. 2 
And Mr. /all in his Nune-bur-Chrif T@s 7 
Yates as fad a paſſage of a Poor Family in; ; 
clGermany, who were driven to that extre="# 
mity in the Famine, that at laſt the Parents i 
made a motion one to the other to ſell one 
$f the Children for Bread to ſuſtain thems8 
{elves andthe reſt ; but when they came to 
Iconfider which Child it ſhould be, thei 
NHearts ſo relented and yearned upon ever) y 
None, that they reſolved rather all to die to-:3 
mgether. Yea, we read in Lam. 4. 10. The 
q bands of the pitiful women have ſodden their own 
a children. X 
But what ſpeak I of theſe extremities 2:7 
how many Parents, yea, ſome Godly ones. } 
| too, have lived to ſee their Children dying 4 
in prophaneneſs, and ſome by-the hand of. ? 
1 Juſtice, lamenting their Rebellions with a 
Rope about .their Necks, | 
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2 ſdvice and ſupport to the Godly 
” * Ah, Reader, little doft thou know, what 
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Bits; 


- ftings there are in the affe&ions of others! 
+ Surely you have no reaſon to think the Lord 
E hath dealt more bitterly with you than any, 
--— Tt'sa gentle ſtroke, a merciful diſpenſatio:, if 
= you compare it with what others have felt. 
E - * 18. Confid. f God be your God, you have 
|. really loſt nawbing by the removal of any creature- 
E- £0772] Ort. CEE 
= God is the Fountain of all true com- 
E fort ; creatures, the very beſt and ſweeteſt, 
are but Ciſternsto receive and convey to us 
& what comfort God is pleaſed to communi- 
Z cate to them; and if the Ciſtern bebroken, 
© or the Pipe cut off, ſo that no more comfort 
E-ean be conveyed to us that way, he hath o- 
£ ther ways and mediums to doit by, which 
>. we think not of; and if he pleaſe he can 
® - convey his comforts to his People without 
| any of them; andif he doit more imme. 
diately , we ſhall be no loſers by that ; for 
no comforts in the World are fo delecable 
and raviſhingly ſweet, as thoſe that flow 
immediately from the fountain. | 

And it is the ſenſuality of our Hearts that 
cauſes us toaffe& them ſo inordinately; and 
| grieve for the los of them ſo immoderately, 
|. asif we had not enough in God without 
- theſe Creature-ſupplements. Is 
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hat] Ts the fulneſs of the Fountain »*% ur}, - 
r3!Jand yer do you caft down your ſelves, bes 
Dd [cauſe the broken Cifſtern is removed. - The” 7 3 
ny: [beſt creatures are no better, Fer. 2. 13;; 
, if] Ciſterns have nothing but what they = 
. IJ ceive, and broken ones cannot hold what: * 
zvefis putintothem. Why then do ye Mourn * & 
re-fas if your life were. bound up in the crea-- 
tare? - You have as free an accefs rothe | 
m-( Fountain, as you had before.” It 
{tf is the advice of an Heathen,- 
wand let them take the ans co E 
ni- | comfort of ' it) to' repair * fr, __ 


quem ames : {an 
2n, | by a new earthly comfort, ' ;;u; oft amicum 


Ort] what we have loſt in the reparare quami. . | 
o-f former. flere. --Y 
chi © This ef cariid forth bis: > s Ep. P: 

an | whom thou loved} (faith 37 A 
ut | Seneca) ſeek one whom thou maiſt hoveA in 

IC. || bis ftead : it's better to repair, than bemoenty 
or} loſs. 4 
le But if God never repair your lofs, in 3 
w || things of the fame kind, you know he Cant 
abundantly repair it in himſelf, thc; 3 
at Ah Chriſtian . Is not one kiſs of His! of 
1d | mouth, one glimpſe of his pms 3 
ſeal of his ſpirit, a more ſweet'and fubſtan®; 
tial comfort than-the ſweereft Relation in 2 


+. vis Wor Id 
"4 = repair te.the Fountain, theres enough}th! 
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E you, may turn to your great advantag 


have had about thoſe they muſt leave behind 
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who-for many. Weeks in her laſt Sickneſs 
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can afford you! If the ſtreanjW1 


WM, God is where he was, and what he waſtÞ 
though the creature be not. in 

19. Conſider. Though you may want a lit 10 
ot in your life, yet ſurely it may be recom 0. 


þ £028 
 penſed to you by a more eaſie death. 


_..The :removal of your Friends before} 


ir 
d 
-when, your hour is come that you muliſ| 
follow them. Oh how have many goodſ|a 
Souls been clog'dand enſnared in their dyingfi V 
hour, by the loves, cares, and fears they : 
bem in a Sinful-Evil World ! 

Yourlove to them might have proved a 
foare-to you, and cauſed you to hang back 
as loth to go hence ; for theſe are the things 
that-make Men loth to die. And thus it 
might have been with you, except God had 
removed them before-hand, or ſhould give 
you in that day ſuch ſights of Heaven, and 
talisof Livine love, as ſhould maſter and 
mortifie all your earthly affections to theſe 


: 


| 
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.Iknewa gracious perſon, now in Heaven, 


complained, that ſhe found it hard to part 
& >} _ ; with: 


ws 3; hs 
S #-1-8 


5 "o Foy git way t he by 5 


rean[with a dear Reals and that there wasri 
ougthing proved a greater clpg to her Soul th 
wall this; *Tis much more eaſter to think: of 6 
ing to our Friends, who are m Heaven 
lit fore us, than of parting with them,and aring 
cowl our deſireable and dear ones behind us. F 
And who knows what cares and diſtra&-- | 
org ing thoughts you may then. be.peſtered and. ; 
z2eh diſtracted with upon their account? What © A 
wif ſhall become of theſe when I am gone! I» 
od am now to leave them, God knows to what ? 
ing} want, miſeries, cemprations , and affliQti- 
iey{-ons, in the midſt of a deceitful, defiling ,. 
ind dangerous World. 
I know it's our duty to leave our rad I 

| of 1efs Children, and Friendleſs Relations with -: 
ck| God ; to truſt them with him. that gave? 
gs them tous: And ſome have been enabled. 
ith cheerfully to do ſo when they were -parting 7 
xd f| from them. Luther could fay, Lord, rhow 
7ell haſt given me a Wife and *- 
df Children, I have litthe to a mo 
df| ſeave them; nouriſh, teach , T pn 
e | 4nd keep them; O thou Father 
of the Fatherleſs, and Judge of Wi ave 

ut every Chriſtian hath not 2. Lurher”s _—_ 
Some find it an hard thing todiſentangle theie 
affections at ſuch a time : but now, i if Gott” 
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have ſent all yours before you, you have fo 
= much the leſs todo. Death may be eaſier to 1 
= youthan others. I 
E .. 20, Conſider. But if nothing that hath G 
been yet ſaid will ſtick ith you 5 then laſt » 
- th remember, that you are near that ſtate and}, 
| place which admits no Sorrows nor ſad RefleFions ; 
4 #pon any fach accounts as theſe. | 
| Yet a little while and you ſhall not mif 
them, you ſhall not need them, but you 
E ſhall live as the Angels of God. We now ] 
E live partly by Faith, partly by Senſe, part-} 
vpn God, and partly upon the Creature, ſ, 
r fate is mixed , therefore our comforts c 
= are ſotoo: but when God ſhall beall inall, 
- and we ſhallbe as the Angel: of God in the 
E wayand manner of our living; How-much 
Will the caſe be altered with us then, from 
what itis now / 
» © Angels neither Marry nor are given in 
& Marriage ; neither ſhall the Children of the 
- Reſurretion 5; when the days of our Sin- 
” ning are ended, the days of our Mourning 
8 ſhall be: ſo too. No graves were opened 
| till Sin entered, and no more ſhall be open'd 
© when Sin is excluded. 
+ Our glorified Relations (hall live with us 
- Dr ever, .they ſhall complain no more, die 
Ee fe | | no 


P; F F 
v 7 
"a 
F; 


need FF #; ES FF Sp nw = _ © by4 


—y— P i , Fe: h ſr of = To * Relhiois. $ 


nomore; yea, this is the happicks' of, « 
tate to which you are paſling on,-that yu 
Souls being in the neareſt conjun@ion w 
ahIGod the fountain of joy, you ſhalt havena* 
iſe concernment out of him. You ſhall nott be? ; * 
»dJ.ut upon theſe exerciſes of patience ; nor 3 
" f bjected to ſuch Sorrows as now you feel, 

.- Jany more. Ir is but a little while and the eq” | 
ulsJ of all theſe things will come. Oh' therefore . - 
OU'hear up as perſons that expect ſuch -a ar 
WE ſubilee at hand. 

ty And thus I have finiſhed the ſecond zi 
ICS neral Head of this Diſcourſe, which is a' 
IF fiwafive from the Sin of immoderate Sorrow. 1 
| 2. TI now proceed to the third ching iy. Sk” 
he poſed, namely to remove the Pleas and” X- 
cuſes for this immoderate grief. It's n 5 
IMF tural to Men, yea' to good: Men to jul 
. [their exceſſes, or at leaſt extenuate them, b 
pleading for their paſſions, as if tl 
ed not cauſe and reaſon enough td? 
N-F them. If theſe be fully anfivered, an 
1s | Soul once convinced, and left without X 
51 | ogy for it's Sin, itis then in atair way foe 
"Uh itscure, which is the laſt chin Seng in 
this Treatiſe. _ 

- My preſent buſineſs therefor 
thoſe Objeations, and anſwer” 


"to 


3 Which are : tontnoaly Mleaded i in this caſe, tc I; 
» alt;fic ourexceflive grief for. loſt Relations & 
3 And I. ſhall carry. it in thae line offss 
22 clation to which the Text directs, yet it\]Si 
--£C Uly applicable to all others. hþ 


"W Plea. 0 


hs preſs me by man m any great conſiderations þ 
FIC oats and quiet ſubmiflion under this} a 
| heary ſtroke of God: but you little know a 
; what ſtings my Soul teels now in it. ( 
E + This Child wasa Child of many Prayers || t 
& was. a Samuel begg'd of the Lord , 'and If 1 
Eeoncduded when I had it, that it brought with || 1 
+ the returns and anſwers of many Prayers, 
- Br 24 now: I ſee it wasnothing leſs : God had 
E - No.regard| tomy Prayer aboutit; nor was it 
: 87 Sip me in that ſpecial way of mercy as I 
F Unagined it to be. MyChild 15not only dead, 
+ Ah yr Mm DY, Fees in the ſame day ſhut out and. 


*h 


1. Anſwer. 


ayed for your Children be- 

hem was your duty, and if 
for them ſubmiſlively, | re- 
terring 
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ions deny them,  to:continue or--remove: thetas: 
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e off 5 ſhould ſeem good to him ; that was your-? 


t it] Sin 3 you ought not to limic the:holy- one af 
Jrael, nor preſcribe: to' him, - or capitulate * 
with him, for what term you ſhall enjoy your® 
outward comforts. <If you did fo, it- was * 

{your evil, and God hath juſtly rebukedit? 
ons by this ſtroke : if you did pray conditionallyy. - 
this and ſubmiſtively, referring both the mercy” 

ow] azked, and continuance of it to the will of 3 
God as you ought todo ; then there is no= 3 

rs, || thing in the death of your Child, that croſs * 

1 IT] ſes the true Scope and Intent of ' your 2 

th j Prayer. | YN 
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FP 


IJ Your prayers may beanſwered, though © 
1, | the; thing prayed for be with-held, yea, : 
dj or though ic ſhould be given for a little © 
while and fnatcht away from you again. * 
There are four ways of God's anſwering 2 
Prayers: by giving the thing prayed for» - 
preſently, Dan. 9. 23. or by ſuſpending the.” : 
- | anſwerfor a time, and giving it afterwardsz-” 
'Þ Luke 18. 7. OT by with-ho Ie that mne cy 
which you ask, from you, and giving you: _ 
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E much better mercy in the room of ic, Deur:Þ8 
3-24. compared with Deur. 34- 44 5. or laſt-| 


0 SY —_ N ; 
bps. by giving you patience to bear the lob 


IF "& / 
5 
- es, 


” op want of it, 2 Cor. 12. 9. q 
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od 
b 
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E Now if the Lord have taken away your 
Child or Friend, and in lieu thereof given [| 
you a meek, quiet, ſubmiflive heart to his [9 
+ will, you need not iay he hath ſhut out your [8 
A - bv 
E: 2; Pls: y 


- _But TI have loſt a lovely, obliging and 
- moſt endearing Child, one that was Beau- 
E tifu] and Sweet; itis a ſtony Heart that 
- would not diſſolve into tears for the loſs of 
| .one fo defireable, ſo engaging as this was. 
© Ah its no common loſs ! : 


c 
( 
{ 
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1. Anſwer, 


: - Themore lovely and engaging your Re- 
E lation Was, the'more excellent will your pa- 
| tience and contentment with the will of God 
| initsdeath be ; the more lovelineſs, the more. 
| felf-denial;; and the more ſelf-denial, the more 
* grace.; Had it been a thouſand times'more - 
endearingly tweet than it was, ic was fiot too! 
good . 
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Yeut:$good to __ for God. op PRESS be I 
laft;Wdience to the will of God do-indeed maſter” 
lok natural. affe&ions; and that you look. 
tience and contentment as much: e 
utiful, than the ſweeteſt and moſt kefrand ; 


our 
ven (ble enjoyment on earth, it may turn toyou 2 
his (for a teſtimony of the truth and ſtrength 1 


TH = 


ourfgrace; that you can, like Abraham , 

- with a Child whom you fo dearly love, m4 
obedience to the will of your God whom 7 
yo love infinitely more. 3 

ad 2. . Anſwer. 

u-| The lovelineſs and beauty of our Chilk*2 

at || dren and Relations, though it muſt be ae»: I 

of || knowledged a good gift from the hand _ 

s. | God ; yetit is but a common Gitt, and of. ... - 

tentimes becomes a ſnare , - and is in its own: }. 

nature but a tranſitory vaniſhing thing , at 
therefore no ſuch great aggravation of the - 
los as is pretended, 

| ſay it's but a common Gift 3 BiakiÞ 


Wy. 


- | Adonijab, and Abſolom / had as lovely a 4 

| preſence as any in their generation. Yea" 
» I its not only common to the wicked , with# 2 
> | the godly, but to 'bruit animals as well as ; 
> | Men, and to moſt that excel init, -it becomes” 
a —— the Souls of ſome: _ cen 
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beancifal and ahety, if their bodies th 
End been leſs ſo. Beſides, it's but a flower 
which flouriſhes in its month, and then fades. 4 
” This therefore ſhould not be refleed on as | 
© fo greata circumſtance to aggravgte your” 
: F-irouble. 


3. Anſwer. bc 


: - But if your Relation ſleep in Jeſus , he le 
2 In -appear ten thouſand times more lovely [tc 
' in the morning of the Reſurrection than tl 
; * ever he was in this World. What is the |ir 
: | exatteſt, pureſt beauty of mortals, to the Fr 
. incomparable beauty of the Saints inthe Re- |e 
|, farreQion.: Then ſhall the Righteous ſhine forth || 
8s the Sun, in the Kingdom of their Father , |t| 
Mat. T3. 43- In this y, you part with' | |, 
| ' them, therefore a&t-ſutably to your hopes, |þ 
: 7. Plea. 


© but my Child was nipt off by death in 
Z Fa very bud, Idid but fee, and love, and 
3 : had] enjoyed it longer, and had time | 
to ſack out the ſweetneſs of ſuch an enjoY- 
| ment, I could have born it eaſier, bur its 
| a or Years with me wereſo few, _ 
they 
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lies they only ſerved to. raiſe an expectation? 
ver [which was quickly, and therefore. the more. 
les. Jſadly diſappointed. ++ 
as | 

Ur” 1. Anſwer. 
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Did your Friend die young, or was the 3 
bond of any other Relation diffolved almoſt 3 
2s ſoon as made? let not this ſeem fo into- 1 
he [lerable a loadto you; for if you haveground.-1 
ly [to hope they died in Chriſt , — 
an [then they lived long enough Pie de. Baxe | 
he [in this World. It's truly "75 Epite 0 Y 
the Life of Mr. 

he Flaid , he hath failed long 5pm janeway.” 
: [| - * 

&- enough, that hath won the —o 
t6 | Harbour ; and he hath fought long enough : 4} 
' 5 | that hath obtained the victory ; he hathrun' *? 
Hh | long enough that hath toucht the Goal; and-"* 
he hath lived long enough on earth, that hath |} 
won Heaven, be his days here never ſo fewe-” > 


2. Anſwer. , . 
[1 


inde 


The ſooner your Relation died, the lefs*:3 
| Sir+ hath been committed, and the leſs ſor- * 
row felt : What can you ſee in this World 7 
but Sin or Sorrow ? Aquick paſſagethrough 2 
ic to glory, is a ſpecial priviledge. Surely= 
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| the World is not fo defireable a place that 


E fiethem for a better. 


And whereas you imagine the parting 
© Would have been eafier, if the enjoyment 
F had been longer, -it is a fond and groundlefſs 
© fuſpicion. The longer you had enjoyed 
them, the ſtronger would the endearments 
3 have been. A young and tender plant may 
' be.cafily drawn up by a ſingle hand, but 
when it hath ſpread and fixed its roots many 
{* Years in the Earth, it will require many a 
* ſtrong blow and hard tug to root it up. At- 
fe&tions like thoſe under-gronnd roots, are 
fixed and ſtrengthned by nothing niore than 
conſuetude, and long poſſefiion ; it's much 
eaſier parting now, than it would be hereat- 
ter, Whatever you think. However, this 
> ſhould fatisfie you, that God's time is the beſt 
© { CMC. 


4. Plea. : 


+ 'O but] have loſt all in one, it is my 
only one, I have none left in its room to 
LO | repair 
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+ Chriſtians ſhould defire an hours time longer] 
E in it for themſelves or theirs , than ſerves to[© 
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tha$epair the breach, and make up the 


negerf 
2S tol 


ting 
1ent 
leſs 
yed 
ents 
nay 
but 
ny 
y-a 
Af- 
an 


af- 
Nis 


Oo WE 2 
as 4 POL A LT TE 
Es EB ESE 


AO I lt ve OL TORT IREy” ph A ES 2x." 2 
S> > Me] Y 677% VSG « Bic M226 ns A 
P OR PEN 0008 AY HOG EF . 
- % \. i 
' COR yed ANC 
' 


God had given me other Children'tot 
omfort in, the 


Is Anſwer. 


lations by ſo hard a Word as the loſs of 
them is. They are not loſt _ 
but ſent before you. And it 
is a ſhameful thing for aChri- 
ftian to bereproved for ſuch 


Non amittuntur, 


Fur 


an uncomely expreflion by an Heathen. Tt 2 
is enough to make us bluſh to read what an. } 
Heathen faid in this caſe. Newer ſay thow 
haſt loft any thing (faith Epidtetus) but that # ©: 


; i 
ts returned. Is thy Son dead ? Foift. Echizi 
be 15 only reftored, Is thy inhe- _—_ 

' Chap. 1s. 
ritance taken from thee 9. It 3s ; 
alſo returned, And a while after he adds , 
&d TETo fcos piaor, TEm uvidla, (4. e,) Let every” 
thing be as the Gods will have it. 


2. Anſwer. 


os 


It is no fit expreflion to ſay you have loſt” 
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loſs 3 
lof3 had not been ſo greaty” 2 


but to loſe all at one ſtroke, is inſupportable.” "2 


”» 
#.4-"Ip 
8 2 : 


Religion allows not to Chriſtians a liberty C 
of exprefling the death of their dear Re-.3 


ſed premittun- © 
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all in one, except that one be Chriſt, andhe-? 


We 


L <> 4 
Pee 
? 7 


£5 


iS 
"A 
Rog © 


81 
4 248 
% 

: 


< 


48 
— af 
Sa; 
"4 
Lf " 
6 

ate 
07 


* f R ” [0a 
-» pe 2 46 34; 
rs WONT 2 IO AI 


+ 5 »* & 
5 ARE OY 0 OP IG IG 
IF LIES. : tC EVE 2 It DI. Wc 5 I a+ EI '1 1 4 4 
ls 0 R ar 2H EE bi = AR 078 BEL { SIE _ a 3 
4 F By.) "to D pot bag. 28 1 Rach. Sa.” VN 5 kl . 
EROS AE I TIT _e x00”, © $0 
> RS boned. was +- | 
4 « E LY a8 7: « 5 6 W*.- ; 
7s 7 Rees ? SR. + F © . P 
" # % ISL 'F 41 . 
: ve RE © ? ,, eas (/] 1 0 
- _q Fi » 448 py ; : 4 
. the >. 5 


= being once yours, can never be loſt. Doubt-þ 
> lefs Your meaning is, you have loſt all your 
E comfort of that kind ; And what though 
® you have? are there not multitudes of com- 
? forts yet remaining of a higher kind, and 
' More precious and durable nature? if you 
- haveno more of that ſort, yer ſolong as you] | 
- have better, what cauſe have you to rejoyce! 
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E - : Je Anſwer. 


Yon too much imitate the way of the 
F World in this complaint; they know not 
- how: to.repair the lots of one comfort , but} 
E by another of the ſame nature, which muſt | * 
= be put.in its room to fill up the vacancy*Ps 
E But have you no other way to ſupply your 
F loſs; have you not a God to fill the place of f* 
| any creature that leaves you? Surely this F'< 
” 'would better become a man whoſe portion Þ'© 
> 3s inthislife, than one that profeſſes God is his F 


Ly 


- allinall. , 


5. Pha. 


© iO but my only one is not only taken away, 
© bur there remains no expectation or pro- 


I 
7 aw 
k 


bability of any more: 1 muſt now look up- Þ? 
| EE on 
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bt-pon+ my ſelf as a dry tree', neverito'take ® 
Nurſtomfort in Children any more, which is * 
ghutting thought, = 
m- : 
nd \ I. Anſwer. 
ou | oi 
ou Suppoſe what you ſay, that you haveno = 
ce | hope nor expeRationof anotherChildremain= .*? 
yto you; yetif you havea hope of better. 
hings than Children; you have no reaſon 
o be caſt down : bleſs God for higherand 2 
he ſetter hopes than theſe, in Ia. 59. 4, 5. 3} 
otÞſhe Lord comforts them that had no expec-  £ 
ut fations of Sons or Daughters'; with this, # 
1ſt [bat be will give unto them mn his Houfe, and 
yl ithin his walls a place, and a name better than = 
ur Sons or Daughters 3 even an everlaſting name 
of #1? fhall not be cut off. There are better mer- ' 
is ies, and higher hopes than theſe ; though 
1n Four hopes of Children, or from Children 
is ſhould be catoff 5 yet if your eternal hopes _** 
he ſecure, and ſuch as ſhall not make you 
\hamed, you ſhould not be fo caſt down, - 


@d 


2. Anſwer. 


If God will not have your comforts toilye * 
OY» ob then reſolve to Po . . n- 
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them in himſelf, and you ſhall never findſdy 
>> cauſe to complain of loſs by ſuch an ex{ſuc 
2 Change. You will find that in God which igw« 
--” not to be had in the Creature : one hourghe 


x<F, 


-. communion with him ſhall give you thatin 


which the happieſt Parent never yet had(P: 
”. from his Children, you will exchange Braſgio! 
' for Gold, periſhing Vanity, for ſolid andſbu 
| abiding Excellency. lik 


6. Plea, re; 


r 
; But the ſuddenneſs of the ſtroke is amaz- '» 
E ing, God gave little or no warning to pre- 
- pare for this Trial: Death executed its 
| commiſſion as ſoon as it opened it. My 
>= dear Husband, Wife, or Child, was ſnatcht| 
” unexpectedly outof my arms by a ſurpri-|ſu 
ſing ſtroke; and this makes my ſtroke hea-[pe 


vier than my complaint. ko 


I. Anſwer. eX 
- « That the death of your Relation was|be 
-, fo ſudden and furprizing, «was much your| 
own fault , who. ought to have lived in the|[th 
* daily ſenſe of his vanity, and expectation offſui 
| Your ſeparation from it ; you knew Regs aſall 
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Conſidered and Satisfien. ” 
nd(ying comfort in its beſt Eſtate ; andir is no / 
ex4ſuch wonderful thing to ſee that dead, which 7 
1 igwe knew before to be dying : Beſides, yaw # 
urgheard the changes ringing round about you 7 
hatfin other Families ; you frequently ſaw other 3 
zad[Parents, Husbands, and Wives carrying © 
-aſgforth their dead ; And what were all theſe 3 
ndjbut warnings given you to prepare for the 3 
like tryals * | 3 

Surely then it was your own ſecurity and 7 
regardleineſs that made this affliction fo ſur- 7 
rizing to you, and who is to. be blamed 
1Z= K that, you know. 
C- 
its] - 2. Anſwer. 
Ay | 
ht} There is much difference betwixe the 
ri-[{udden death of Infants, and that of grown 
2a-ſperſons: The latter may have much work 
to do, many fins actually to repent of, - and 
many evidences of their intereſt in Chriſt to 
examine and clear, in order to their more ? 
comfortable death ; and ſoſudden death may -! 
ras}be deprecated by them. OY 
urſ But the caſe of Infants who exerciſe not 
he|their reaſon, is far different, they have no 
offfuch work to do ; but. are purely paſlivez 
> aſall that is done in. order to their falvation, vl 
2S| | 4 
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Ei done by God immediately upon them , 
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Dit comes all to one, whether their death be 


Ny 


= more quick or more ſlow. 
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EY ou complain of the ſuddenneſs of the | 


& ftroke, but another will be ready to ſay, |? 
E. had my Friend died in that manner, myaf-]® 
fliftionhad been nothing to what now it is; 
- Fhaveſeen many deaths contrived into cne : ſc 
I faw the gradual approaches of it upon my 
dear Relation who telt every tread of death al 
25 2s it came on toward-him, who often cryed 
+ with 7ov, Chap. 3. 20. Wherefore is light (t 
F. given to him that is in miſery, and life to the 
= . ot in Soul? which long for death, but it com-(< 
” eth not, and dig for it more than for hidden trea.| 
ſures: which rejoyce exceedingly, and are glad 4 
F.  mwhenthey can find the Grave. C 
* *" That which you reckon the ſting of yourſ © 
aMicion, others wonld have reckoned a fa £« 
vour and priviledge. How many tender 
Parents, and other Relations, who loved their] P* 
{ -Friends as early as your ſelves, have been H 
t. forced to their knees-upon no other errand] 2 
# butthis, to beg the Lord to haſten the ſepa be 
-: ration, and 'put anend to that _— -A 
which 


Conbe bred and 3 TY 


which to them was much greater than the 3 
Sorrow for the dead. : NY 


7. Plea. 


You preſs me to moderation of Sorrows, 
and I know. I ought to ſhew it; but dowfe Þ 
he [know how the cafe ſtands with me, there's 4 
y , [ ſting in this affliQion, that none feels but * 
af. jmy ſelf; and oh how intolerabte 'i5 it now !. 
*q negledted proper means in ſeaſon to'pre-. 
e :[{erve life, or miſcarried in the uſe of meatis. 
ay[[ now fee ſuch a negle& orſuch a miſtake 4 
h jabout the means, as I cannot bat judge great. } 
eq [ly to. contribute to that fad loſs which I now - 
.þ; (too late) lament. 
| O my negligenee, Omy ralkned and In-" 
confiderateneſs! How doth my conſcience ': : 
a. | now.ſmite me for my folly ! and by this ag- 3 
W graV avate my burden beyond what is uſual 
lt by others. Had I ſeafonably applyed 
url My felf to the uſe of proper means, and 
..4 kept ſtriftly to ſuch courſes and counſels. 
eff 25 thoſe that are able and skilful might have 
preſcribed. I might now have had a living 
nf Husband, Wife, or Child : whereas I am now  : 
x not only bereaved, but am apt to think Thave 
bereaved my ſelf of them. Surely there i is 
7 NO Sorrow like unito my Sorfow?® © fs #$ 
þ G 5 X. Anſwer.'© i 
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T. Anſwer. 


Though it. be an evil to negledt and ſlight 
- the means ordained by God for recovery off i 
health, yet it's no lefs evil to aſcribe too much| 
to.them, or rely too much on them. The 
: beſt means in the world are weak and in-| 
 effetual without God's afliſtance and concur-| 
.Tence, and they never have that his afliftanceF* 
or concurrence, when his time is come z andſf 
that it was fully come in your Friend's caſe Ip 
is manifeſted now by the event. So that ifF 
your Friend had had che moſt excellent helps 
the World affords, they would have availedf q 


a) 


*  - Nothing. This conſideration takes place on 

| - fy in your cafe, 'who ſee what the will of 

- Godisby the ſe, and may notbe pleaded by}; tc 
any whilſt it remains dubious and uncertain; J 
as it generally doth in time of ſickneſs. | i 
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Do you not unjuſtly charge and fault your 
ſelves for that which is not really: your fault 
or neglet ? how far are you obie inf : 

- this caſe; will beſt appear by comparing the 
In circumſtanges you are now ny with thoſeYs 
Wo -- : . you w 
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 - Conſidered and Satisfied. 135 3 
hou were in when your Relation was only 
ſtedby ſickneſs; and it was dubious to 
oh fn what was your duty and beſt courſe to 
take. 
of 
Poſlibly you had obſerved ſo many to- 
i a : 
periſh in Phyſicians hands, and fo many to re- 
"cover without them, that you judged it ſafer 
for your Friend to be without thoſe means, 
Ur- s 
\ce han to be hazarded by them. | ry 
nd Or if divers methods and: courſes were 
{> preſcribed and perſwaded to, and you now 
.cficc your error in preferring that which was 


1..$noſt imvroper, and neglecting: what was 
ipsl ore ſafe and probable ; yetas Deg as it did - 


eg Mot ſo appear to your underſtanding at that 


"_ 'time, but you followed the beſt light you had 

by to guide you at that time, it were moſt un- 

% i co charge the fault upon your ſelves, for 
{chooſing that courſe that then ſeemed beſt to 
you, whether it wereſo init ſelf or not. 

To be angry with your ſelves for doing. 
for omicting what was then done, or'omit- 
ated according to your beſt diſcretion and _ 

11F2dgment, becauſe you now fee it by the 
:nf\ight of the event far otherwiſe than you 
ef did before, it 15 to be troubled that you are 
Aut Men, or that you are not as God, who # 
11 Pnly can foreſee _ andevents; and that - 
2 &o: 
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you actedas all rational creatures are boun 
0 do, according to the beſt light they hav@# 
A the time and ſeaſon of action. 


3. Anſwer. 


( 


V1 


To conclude, times of great affli&ion ar 
; ordinarily times of great temptation, and 
its uſual with Satan then to charge us witl 
more ſins than weare really guilty of, anf 
alſo:nakes thoſe things ſeem to be ſins, whieÞ® 
upon impartial examination will not bY 
found to be ſo. W 
| Indeed, had your negle& or miſcarriaghe: 
been knowing or voluntary, or had you realjt? 
ly preferr'd a little mony (being able to givffo 
it) beforethe life of your Relation, and di(. 
deliberately chuſe to hazard this, rather th 
. part with that, no doubt then but there ha 
been much evil of fin mixed with your al 
flition: and your Conſcience may juſtly y« 
ſmite you for it, as your Sin. But in the of d; 
other caſe which is more common, andf u 
preſame yours; it'sa falſe charge, and yol tc 
ought-not toabet the deſign of Satan in it. 
udge by the Sorrow you now feel fof tl 
your Friend, in what degree he was dear t tt 
you, and what you could now willingl} 
g1V( 
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>ounSive to ranſome his life, if it conld'berdene: 7 


: $22k 


hayd$#ith mony. Judge 1 fay by this how grquind- 


the charge is that Satan now draws up 
zainſt you 3 and you are but too ready te 


vield to thetruth of it. 
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n ar 8. Plea. 


ang ' 

mw | But my troubles are upon a higher ſcore 

anfand account. My Child or Friend is paſſed 

hieþBto eternity, and I know not how it is 7 
ywith his Soul. Were IT ſure my Relation = 

were with Chriſt, 1 ſhould be quiet ; but m 4 


— "> 


iagffears of the contrary are overwhelming ; 
ealjit's terrible to' think of the damnation of one 
2ivido dear to me. 

did. 

h I. Anſwer. 

hay - | 
aff Admit what the obje&ion ſuppoſes, that 
ty you have real grounds to fear the eternal con- 
dition of your dear Relation, yet it's utterly 
unbeſceming you, .even in ſuch a caſe asthis, 
of todiſpute with or repine againſt the Lord. 

I do confefs it's a fore and heavy trial, and 
that there isno-cauſe more ſad and ſinking to 
the Spiritof a gracious perſon. Their death 
"15 but a trifle to this z but yet.if you be ſach 
| G I. ky ah. 
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295 lhe Phes of Monrners 
Fas jearthe Lord, methinks his diſputable { 
»* veraignty over them, and his diſtinguiſhing 
E love and mercy to you, ſhould ar leaſt filency 
you in this matter. | | 

Firſt, His indiſputable ſoveraignty over 
them, Rom. 9g. 22. Who art thou, O Man, 
who diſputeft with God ? He ſpeaks in the mat{, 
ters of eternal eleftion and reprobation] « 
W hat if the Lord will not be gracious ro {, 
thoſe that are ſo dear to us? Is there an j 
-wrong done to them or us thereby ? Aaron'y y 
two Sons Were cut off in the act of Sin by { 
the Lord's immediate hand, and yet he held] ; 
his peace, Levit. 10. 3: God tola Abraham 
plainly that the covenant ſhould notbe eſta. 
bliſhed with hae, for whom he ſo earneſt- 
ly prayed, 0 /et Thmael live before thee ! and he[ 
knew that there was no ſalvation out of the 
covenant, and yet he fits down ſilent under 
the Word of the Lord, 

Secondly, But if this do not quiet you, yet, 
methinks, his diſtinguiſhing love and mercy 
to you ſhould do it. O what do yuu owe to 
God, that root-and branch hath not been caſt 
together into the Fire! that the Lord hath q 

iven you good hopethrough grace ; that it 
all be well with you for ever. Let this ſtop 
your mouth andquiet your Spirit: though you 
 ſhouldhgye grounds for this fear. 2. Anſw. 
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F | 2, Anſwer. 


But pray examine the Grounds of your' * 
fear, whether it: may not proceed from the- 
{ſtrength of your affections to the eternal wel- ® 
Jfare of your Friend, or from the ſubtilty of 
10M Sian deſigning hereby to overwhelm and 
i {wallow you up in ſuppos'd, as well as from 
anNyl juſt ground; and cauſes ? In two caſes it's 
very p:obable your fear may proceed only: 
| Dy] from your own affection or Satan's tempta- 
eld] tion, 
am) Firſt, If your Relation died young, before 
tal it did any thing to deſtroy your hopes. : Or 
It Secondly, If grown , and in ſome good 
heſ degree hopeful; only he did not in life, orat 
bel death man feſt and give evidence of grace, 
ler] with that clearneſs as you deſired. 
As to the caſe of infants in general, it's 
"©, noneof our concern to judge their condition z 
Y | and asfor thoſe that ſprang from Covenanted 4 
a4 Parents, it becomes us te exerciſe Charity: Þ 
[t towards them : The Scripture ſpeaks very fas. : 
h f yourably of them. ; 36" 
a And as for the more adult, who haveet-' 7 
P | caped the pollutions of the World, and made. 7} 
conſcience of Sin and Duty, albeit they'ne-- 7 
G 4 ver: 
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x40 The Pleas of Mourners 

E- never manifeſted what you could defire they 
# had; yetin them as in young Abijab, may 
- be found ſome good thing towards the Lord, which \ 
E you never took notice of. Reverence of your 
7 authority, baſhfulneſs and ſhamefac'dneſs, 


<0 * 


= reſervednefs of diſpofition, and many other 
things may hide thoſe fmall and weak begin- 
 nings of grace that arein Children, from the 
- obſervations of the Parents. God might fee 
” that inthem that you never ſaw; he deſpi- 
+ ſeth not the day of ſmall things. 

|  Howeverit be, irs now out of your watch, 
| your concernment rather is tn.mpro79 tne 
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. atliction to your own good, than. judge and 
- determine their condition which belongs nor 
| to you, butGod. 


Dn Plea. 


 .O but TI have ſinned in this Relation, and 
E now God hath puniſhe my fin in diflolving 
- it. Ofaith one, my Heart was ſet too much 
} upon it, Teven Tdoliz'd it, that was my Sin; | 
| and faith another, I wanted due affeRtions, | 
> and did not love my Relation, at leaſt nor 
| ſo- ſpiritually as T onght, that was my Sin. 
' Now God is viſiting me for all the negleas 
| and defects that have been in me towards my 
-Rolation. - | 1. Anſwer. 
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-holieft Perſons are as much diſcoveted in 3 


Eg 


Lag? » 


I. Anſwer. 


There is no man fo throughly ſanaified', ? 
as not to failand come ſhort ih many things * 
pertaining to his Relative duties. Andta'2 
ſpeak as the thing is, the cortuptions of the ® 


this, as in any other thing whatfoever; and + 
it's a very common thing for conſcience, ? 
not only to charge theſe failures upon us, bue ? 
to aggravate them to the utmoſt when God. : 
hath made the ſeparation. So that this is no, 2 
more than what is uſual and very common } 
with perſons in your caſs. L 


2. Anſwer, 


Admit that which the obje&ion ſuppoſes, 
that God had afflicted you tor your fin, and 
removed that comfort from you, which you + 
Idolized and too much doted on; yet there *: 
15 no reaſon you ſhould be fo caſt down uri- 7 
der your affliction ; for all this may be, _ and * 
probably is the fruit of hislove to, and care * 
of your Soul, Rev. 3. 19.-. He tells the-at> 
flited for their .comfore, Whom I love, Ire- >| 
buke and chaſffen. How much better is itto 7 
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” have an Idoliz'd en & 9 ar taken from you 
E in mercy, thanif God ſhould ſay concerning 
4 you as he did of Epbraim, Hol. 4- 17. 
” 45 joyned to Idols ; let bim alone? | 
©  _Q it's better for you that your Father now 
” reckons with you for your follies with the 
| Rod inhis hand, than to ſay as he doth of 
| ſome, letthem goon, I will not hinderthem 
© In, or rebuke them for their ſinful courſes; 
+ but will reckon with-them for all together in 
— Hell atlaſt. = OR 

vo Anf WEYV « 


' And as to what you now charge upon 
| your {elf, that the negle@ of duty did ſpring 
| from the want of love to your Relation : 
|. Your Sorrow at parting may evidence that 


= 1 

| fection : but if your love was not ſo ſpiritual 
- and pure, to love andenjoy them in God 
| that was undoubtedly your Sin, and is the 
© Sinof moſt Chriſtians; for which, both you, 
* and all others ought to be humbled. 


| | 10. Plea. 
j _ God hath bleſſed me with an Eſtate, and 


reckoned 


_ your Relation was rooted deep in your af-- 
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| extward comforts in the World, which I . 


and cares of many years periſhed. 


eſtate to your own poſterity. 
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reckoned to have left to my poſterity : and ® 
now I have none to leave it with, nor haye'”? 
I any comfort to think of it ; the purpoſes -* 
of my Heart are broken off, and the com-: 3 
fort of all my other enjoyments blaſted by» 
this ſtroke, in one hour. How are the pains 
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I. Anſwer. 3 

How many are there in the World, yea : 
of our own acquaintance, whom God -hath # 
either denied, or deprived both of the com-. 7} 
forts of Children and of Eſtates too? If 
he have left you thoſe outward comforts, you # 
ought to acknowledge his goodneſs therein, 
and not to ſlight theſe becauſe he hath de- # 
prived you of the other. | 


2. Anſwer. 


Though your Children be gone, yet God 
bath many Children left in the World, whoſe!” 
Bowels you may refreſh with what he: hathe; 
beſtowed upon you 3 and "your charity tay 
them will doubtleſs turn. to a more comfons!! 


table account, than if you had left a larges 


” Surely we are not ſent into this World to 
 Neap up our! great Eftates for our Children ; 
| and it you have been too eager in this de- 
Fen, you may now read God's juſt rebuke 
E Ot your folly. Bleſs God you have yet an 
© Opportunity to ſerve him eminently by your 


* 


” 


= 
- 


; Charity : and if God deny you other Ex- 
- Ccutors, let your own hands be your Ex- 
- ecutors to diſtribitte to the neceſlity of the 
* Saints ; that the bleſſings of them that are 
| ready to periſh may come upon you. 


Ii. Ples. 


3 O but the Remembrance of its witty 
{words and pretty actions is wounding. 


b I. Anſwer. 

| Let it rather lift up your heart to God in 
tpraiſe, that gave you ſo deſirable a Child, 
than fill your . Heart with diſcontent at his 
thand in removing tt. How many Parents 
are there in the World whoſe Children God 
Dath deprived of reafon and underſtanding, 
Jo''that they only differ from the jo many 


” 


ternal- ſhape and figure ? And how man 
v  betimes fo' perverſe a temper , np CT 


— 46 
* 3» res. oc ax 


ſadly deſerted. 


gracious ſupports, Though the light'of God's | 
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Conſidered and Satts " I45 
little comfort can be expected from them# 


2, Anſwer. NY I 


Theſe are but ſmall circumſtances and*3 
trivial things in themſelves; but by theſe lit- 
tle things, Satan manages a great deſign a- 
gainft your Souls to deje&t or exaſperate,it ; 4 
and ſurely this is not your buſinefs at this time; 
you have greater things than the words and 
actions of Children to mind; to fearch one : 
God's end in the affliction : to mortifie the : 
corruption it is ſent to rebuke, to quiet your -: 
Heart in the will of God: This is your work. 


12. Plea. 


Laſtly, It is objected, O but God hides Þ 
his face from me in my affliction, it is dark | 
within as well as without, and this makes my * 
caſe moſt deplorable, greatly afflicted, and : 


I. Anhwer. 


Though you want at prefent ſenſible com-. q 
fort, yet you have reafon to be thankful for”; 
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Efind the everlaſting arms are underneath you; 
che care of God worketh for you, when the 
> confolations of God are withdrawn from 
: YOU. 


; 2, Anſwe. | 
|  Tohave God hide his Face in the time of 


trouble is no new, or unuſual thing. God's 
F deareſt Saints; yea his own Son hath ex- 
* perienced it z who in the deeps of inward 
and outward trouble, when wave called unto 
- wave, felt not thoſe ſweet ſenſible influences 
| of comfort from God, which had always 
| filld his Soul formerly. If Chrif cry in ex- 
* tremity, My God, My God, why haſt thou for- 
\ ſaken me? Then ſure we need not wonder, 
| asif ſome ſtrange thing had happenedto us, 


3. Anſwer. 


* May not your unſubmiſlive carriage un- 
|. der the Rod provoke God to hide his Face 
 from:you? Pray conſider it well, nothing is 
© more probable than this, -to be the cauſe of 
- Gad's withdrawment from you. Could you 
| in meekneſs and quietneſs receive that cup 
3 Pra | your 
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countenance ſhine not upon you ; yet you 


BY 4 28” ”, "3 £1 = $1". # 7 Page hy. EY WI I By he . 
s $ : Ee ESE. ooo raed So R 
6 F; + bee Bux” FE 2 > as 7 t . + - 
"SY «4 WY ES rio it 
; 0 Yea 4 atls 6 oF 

; - 4 - . he 

: . fy *% Fa * b +” F c : T9 4X7 

s "x La 


| your Father hath given you to drink ? Ws 


. venting theſe Sinful exceſſes of Sorrow for 7 


_ enlarged already much beyond my firſt in- 3 


cept the puniſhment of your iniquities ; ſay” 
ood is the Word of the Lord, itis the Lord, ? 
et him do what he will. You would ſoon” 
find the caſe altered with you ; but the com-"? 
forting Spirit finds no delight or reſt ina * 
turbulent and tumultuous Breaſt. _ I 
And thus I have ſatisfied the moſt -con- : 
ſiderable. Pleas urged in juſtification of our 1 
Exceſles. ; + 
4. I come now to the laſt thing prope- 
ſed, namely, the means of curing and- pre- :? 


the death of our dear Relations '3 
And although much hath. been ſaid al- * 
ready to difſwade from this evil, and I have : 


tention ; yet I ſhall caſt in ſome farther help ? 
and) afliſtance towards the _ of this 
diftemper, by preſcribing the following 
Rules. h x 


.r. Rule. 


If you would not mourn exceſſuely for the loſs | 
of Creature-comforts , then beware that you. ſet © 
not your delight and love exceſſively or inordinate-| 
ly upon them whilſt you enjoy them... . '2 
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E- Strong Aﬀe#ions make ſtrong AftiFions ; 
the higher the Tide, the Tower the Ebb, 
& According to the meaſure of our delight in 


& theſe things. The Apoſtle knits theſe two 
- graces, Temperance and Patience together 
1n the Precept. 2 Per. x. 16. Andit's very 
| obſervable how Intemperance and Impati- 
| ence: are infeparably. linked in- experience, 
E. yea, the experience of the-beſt Men. You 
E read Gen. 37. 3. How Iſrael loved Foſeph 
* ore than all his Children, becauſe he was the Son 
t of hicold ape; and made him a coat of many co- 
| 40UHYS, 

} - This was the darling, Facob's heart wasex- 
+ ceedingly ſet upon him , his very life was 
- bound up in the life of the Lad. Now 
| when the ſuppoſed death of his Child was 
+ brought to him, How did hecarry it ? See 
| Yer. 24; 35- And Facob rent his cloaths, and 
put ſackcloth upon bis loins; and mourned for his 
F Son many days: And all his Sons and. all his 
| Daughters roſe up to comfort him, but he refuſed 
Eto be comforted ? and he ſaid, For I will go down 
| into 'the grave to my Son mourning. Thus his 
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+ -- Here,” as in a glaſs, are the effes of ex- 
ceſflive loye toa Child repreſented. Here you 
ns | may 
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"the enjoyment, is our grief in the loſs of 
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tle think how dreadful a ſpectacle this will 


| Rules fo — id te Sorye 


may ſee what work iminoderats love-1 "Y 
make, even inaſardified heart. 0 

O therefore let your moderation be = 
1 all Men, in your Delights and Sorrows a=" 3 
bout earthly things; for ordinarily the pro-1 
portion of the one is anſwerable to the o-' 


ter. 


2. Rule. 


If you would not be overwhelmed with gf 
for rhe loſs of your Relations, be exatt and care- ; 


; /n 1 aijchargint Jour duties to them while Jou 
have them. 

The teſtimony of your Conſcience that. © 
you have laboured in all things to oſeargs 
the duties you owed to your Relations , 
whilft they were with you, will prove an ex-\ 
cellent allay to your Sorrows for them whe 
they are no longer yours. *Tis not fo:mn q 
the ſingle affliction as the Guile charged upon, * 
us in times of affliction , that makes I 
load ſo heavy. 

O whar a terrible thing is it to look upon. 
our dead Friend, / whilft Conſcience is accu-; *: 
ſing and opbraiding us for our duties glcged, | 
and ſach or ſuch Sins committed ? _ O you lite -: 


make 
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wo KRutes to moderate Sorrow. 
Emake the dead Body of thy Friend to thee. 


Z ever. you would provide for a comfortable 
$ parting at death, or meet again at Judgment; 
» be exact, punctual and. circumſpedt in all 
- your Relative duties. 
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2. Rule. 


4 ff you would not be overs belmed by trouble 
I for the loſs of dear Relat 10Ns, then turn to God 
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| prayer mto his boſom. ;Þ* 
\ This will eaſe aud allay your troubles : 


< 
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| Bleſſed be God for the ordinance of prayer ; 


- How much are all the Saints beholden tot 
+ at all times, but eſpecially in heart-ſinking 
| and diſtreGful times! It's ſfomerelief,, when 
L in diftref:, we can pourout our trouble into 
& the boſom of. a Wiſe, or faithful Friend ; how 
E much more when we leave our complaint be- 
# fore the gracious, wiſe and faichful God ? l 
| told you before of that holy Man , wio ha- 
& ving loſt his dear and only bow got to his clo- 
Eft ; there poured out his Soul freely to the 
{ Lord, and when he came down to his friends 
, that were waiting below to comfort him, and 
_—.- fearing 


xs Conſcience it not quite ſtupid, or dead, | 
Will fpeak/at ſuch a time. O therefore, as . 
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this trouble : Juftific « God in all his mare 5 
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fearing how he would has thas ſtroke; -» 
came from his duty with a chearful counts 
nance, telling them he would he content tc o 
bury a Son (if it were poflible) every 
provided he might enjoy ſuch comfort <p ; 
Soul had found in that private hour. 3 
Go thy way, Chrif ian, tothy God, Goo 


day: retire from all creatures, that thoi 
maiſt have thy full liberty with thy God, ar 

there pour out thy heart before him, infrec , 
full and broken-hearted confeſlions of Sin 2 
Judge thy 1 ſelf worthy of He! 5; weu 45 © 


ſtrokes ; beg him in this diſtreſsto put woe : nh 
thee everlaſting arms, intreat one ſmile, ones! 
gracious look to enlighten thy darkneſs : 
chear thy . drooping Spirit. Say: phe the E-. 
Prophet, Fer. 17. 17. Be not thou @ terror. 
to me ;, thou art my hope inthe day of evil.: ; d: 
try what relief ſuch a courſe he kb afford th 
Surely if thy heart be ſincere in this. coun 
thou ſhalt be able to ſay with that holy ms 
Pal. 94 29. Hithe multitude of my 3 
which I had within me, thy comforts AY Fu 
lighted my Sul. i 
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EF you would bearthe loſs of your dear Rela- 
Frons with moderation, eye God'in the whole pro- 
beeſs of the afflition more, and ſecundary cauſes 
bard circumſtances of the matter, lels. 

-' I was dumb, Topened not my mouth ; becauſe 
box didft it. Plal. 39. 9. Conſider the hand 
wr the Lord in the whole matter : And that, 
Firſt, - As a Soveraign hand, which hath 
peht to diſvoſe of thee and all thy comforts 
Withour thy leave or conſent, 0b 33. 23. 

E Secondly, as a Father*s hand correcting 
thee in love and faithfulneſs, Prov. 3. 11. 
#bom the Lord loveth, he correfteth, as a Fa- 
Her the Son in whom he delighteth. O if once 
you could but ſee affliction asa Rodin a Fa- 
ther's hand, proceeding from his love, and 
ncended for your eternal good 5 How qui- 
Et would you then be! | 

- And ſurely if it draw your heart nearer to 
Bod, and mortifie it more to this vain 
World, it is a Rod in the hand of ſpecial 
love? If icend in your love to God, doubt 
Bot but it comes from God's love to you. 


L ; Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, As a Juſt and Ri 


Haſt not thou procured this to thy ſelf: by 
thy own folly ? Yea, The Lord is juſt inal 
that .is come upon thee : Whatever he hath 
done, yethe hath done thee no wrong. .. 7} 
Fourtbly, Laſtly, As a moderate and mers 
ciful hand that hath puniſhed thee leſs thaw 
thine iniquities deſerve : he hath caſt thee in- 
to affliction, he might. juſtly have caſt theg} 
into Hell. Irs of the Lord's mercy that thows 
art not conſumed. Why ,doth the living 


Man complain ? br 
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| 5. Rule. 
Ho | 3h 

1f you would bear your affiiion with modes 
ration, compare it with the affliction of othet 
men, and that will greatly quiet your ſpirits. , © 

You have no cauſe to ſay God hathdealf 
bitterly with you, and that there is no Safi 
row like your Sorrow : Look round ab 
you, and impartially conſider the conditiat 
that others are in : and they nothing inferial 
| | to you in any reſpe&t. You had one dead 
| * Child, Aaron hadtwo at a ſtroke, Foball al 
one ſtroke, and both theſe by animmediare 
ſtroke from the hand of God, Some zodly 
parents have lived to-ſee their Children” di 
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*&* "Rwles romaerate Sorrov. 
wetheir Sin by the hand of Juſtice: others 
ave fcen them live to the diſhonour of God 
ma breaking of their own ſpirits: and 
Would have eſteemedita mercy if they had 
died": from the Womb, and given up the 
'zhc " vemnrtencd came out of the Belly, as g 
a; ob peaks. 05 

In what mifery have ſome Parents ſeen 
[their Children lic ? God holding them as fo 
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many terrible ſpeacles of miſery before 
itheir'eyes; fo that they have begged the 
Lord with importunity, tolet looſe his hands 
d cut them off. Death being in their eſteem, 
nothing to thoſe continual agonies in which 
they have ſcen them lye ſweltering from day 
to day. Oh you little know what a bitter 
eup others have had given them to drink : 
durely if you compare, you muſt ſay, the 
rd hath dealt gently and graciouſly with 


_—— CO. wy wan} wew—oe 


df 
BY 3 
NE”? 
& 
£ 
_ 
<1 
Wo F- o 


+ 
v5 


& Us 
eo - » 
EY - 
= 


i, We G. Rule. 
& Carefully ſhun and avoid whatſoever may re- 
be: y your ſ[errow, or provoke you to impatience. 

Etficreaſe not your Sorrow by the = of, 
edifcourſes-abour ſad objes, and labour to 
bid” them as occaſions preſented by - the 
b:- — Enemy 
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Enemy of your Souls, to draw forth t 
corruptions of your heart. bs 

I told you before, why Facoh would x Des 
have the Child of which Racbel died, 20 7 
after the name his Wife had- given, Benok + -: 
the Son of my Sorrow, left it ſhould prove a, 
daily occaſion of renewing his trouble for th 
lofs of his dear Wife ; bur-he called his nam * 
Benjamin, 

Your impatience is like tinder, or Git { 
powder, fo longas you can prevent the ſparks * 
trom falling on it, there is no, great danger: 4 
But you that carry ſuch dangerous prepared 
matter in your own Hearts, cannot be too 1 
careful to prevent them. by murmur. 2 
ing as youdo by blafphemors thoughts, think-/ 
quite another way, and give no occaſion. ' 3 


7. Rule. 


In the day of your mourning for the death of 
your Friends, ſeriouſly conſider your own death 
as approaching, and that you and your deaz 47 

| Friend are diſtinguiſhed by a ſmall interval an 
premt of time. 
' 2 Sam. 11, 13. 7 ſhall goto bim. nary 
the thoughts of . your own death. as 
proaching alſo, will greatly allay your See] 
roWS.. 
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if chatead chat are gone halewe-y ou. 
We are apt to fancy a long life Ir he 
for id, and then the loſs of thoſe comfort 3 
which - we | ied our ſelves ſo much & 
= x a and comfort of our lives from, 
x: £ems. an intolerable thing. 
5. would you realize your owndeaths 
” more, you would not-be fo deeply concer- 
' "Hed for their death as you are. Could you, 
+ Þutlook into your own/graves more ſeriouſly, 
* you would be able to look into your Friends 
1 rave more compoſledly. 

- . And thus I have finiſhed what I deſigned 
- trom ecripenrs. _ The Father of Mercies 
| ani God of all comforts, whoſe fole Prero-Þ 
' ive it is to*comfort therh- that are caſt 
| own write all his truths upon your hearts, 
-that they may abide there, and reduce your 
Adifordered affeRions to that frame which beſt # 
| ſoirsthe will of God, and the profeſſion you 
make” of ſubje&tion and reſignation there- 
Ta tO. 
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